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INTRODUCTION 


About the middle of July, 1782, General Haldimand received a “most secret” letter 
from the Earl of Shelburne, who had lately become prime minister, dated on April 
22, stating that reliable information had been received that an “armament” was being 
equipped at Brest in France, which was reported to consist of six thousand soldiers 
to be transported by a powerful fleet and intended for the attack of the fortress and 
province of Quebec. In that event, he said, it might become necessary for Sir Guy 
Carleton, who had lately been appointed commander in chief of the British troops 
in North America with head quarters at New York, to assume personal command 
of the forces in Canada, and Haldimand was granted conditional leave to return to 
England, “if the date of your and Sir Guy Carleton’s commissions makes it impossible 
for you consistent with your own feelings to accomodate the Point of Rank with 
Sir Guy Carleton.” 

But news of Rodney’s decisive victory in the West Indies and the fact that the 
summer months passed without any appearance of a hostile expedition soon convinced 
Haldimand that he had little cause of alarm during the remainder of that year, yet 
the intimation that he might be required to serve under Carleton, who was many years 
his junior, distressed him sorely, although combined with a polite assurance that the 
King was “fully sensible of his merit and services and wished to shew every attention 
to his character.” His discontent was frankly expressed in his reply dated on July 17. 

“Tt now remains for me to acknowledge the Receipt of the King’s Permission to 
return to England, contained in and referred to in the last Paragraph of Your Lord- 
ship’s Letter, most secret. In doing which, my Lord, I really want words to express 
my Gratitude I feel for this most gracious mark of His Majesty’s continued favor and 
attention to my Character as an Officer’. 

“Inspired with a just sense of this, I with the same devotion to His Royal Will 
which has ever actuated my Conduct, most humbly submit to it, and as my first wish 
has ever been to contribute my humble Services to the Honor and Happiness of a Nation 
for whom from Inclination and Gratitude I feel so warmly, it would be most painful 
to me for a single Instant to embarrass or by the Rank I hold, be in the way of the 
execution of any Measures Which shall be thought advantageous for the Good of 
the Empire, for I persuade myself that your Lordship will feel the impossibility 
of my subjecting myself to an Officer who in every Rank has been my Junior during 
a Service on my Part of 43 Years as an Officer, whatever Commission he may at present 
hold in America, particularly at a Period when Command becomes most honorable. 

“There is another motive, my Lord, which makes me submit with less Reluctance, 
it is my state of Health. The severity of the climate renders the consequences remain- 
ing of a Fail I received last year, so stubborn as to require an Hot Bath and other As- 
sistance I cannot have in this Country, but my zeal for the King’s Service would at 
the present moment have engaged me to risk all Consequences rather than propose 
a Remedy which Providence seems to have thrown in my way ere it is too late. The 
same motive will induce me to remain untill the Spring unless Sir Guy Carleton should 
arrive in the Province this season. I shall by the first opportunity communicate my 
intentions to Sir Guy Carleton in case Your Lordship should think fit to send out an 
Officer or direct him to chuse one from the Southward to take this complicated Com- 
mand before the Service may spare him from New York.” 

Long before this letter was received in London, Shelburne had been succeeded 
as Colonial Secretary by Thomas Townshend, who resumed the correspondence with 
Haldimand on July 31 in an apologetic tone, by informing him that the King “enter- 
tains the highest opinion of your Merit and Service, and I have authority to assure 
you that only which has been already suggested could have induced the Shadow of a 
wish for your withdrawing yourself from your Government.” 

Carleton wrote to him also that it would be impossible for him to come to Quebec 
that year' and that it was most improbable that he would ever come. Haldimand then 
decided to remain in Canada during the coming winter but referred Townshend to his 
letter to Shelburne and renewed his application for leave of absence in a resentful 
manner. 
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“I have to request, Sir, that you will assure His Majesty that devoted to His Ser- 
vice and influenced by Principles of attachment and Gratitude for his Goodness I have 
sacrificed to a Sense of Duty those feelings of which a soldier can never entirely di- 
vest himself, at the Idea which the Earl of Shelburne entertained of the Probability 
after so many years of honorable Service of my voluntarily remaining under the 
Command of a Junior Officer. My heart feels too sensibly the Force of His Majesty’s 
benevolence and Justice not to be assured that such a sacrifice will never be required 
of me as a duty. 

“T have been forty-three years an Officer, a stranger to Politics, and to a Language 
that does not proceed from the Heart—my situation is a most painful one, considered 
as commanding here only until a Junior Officer shall find it necessary or convenient 
to supersede me, which at this moment is actually the case, the substance of Lord 
Shelburne’s Letter being as well known in this Province as to His Lordship. My at- 
tachment to His Majesty’s Service and Gratitude to the Nation which has so generously 
adopted me, can only end with my existence, but after having without any solicitation 
on my part been called to the Supreme Command in the Northern District of America, 
I never imagined that the considerations which with propriety influenced the conduct 
of the King’s Ministers in 1775, could after four years Service, be revived to my Mor- 
tification in the year 1782, when the State of Public Affairs is so materially altered. 
I therefore, Sir, earnestly request that you will exert your Good Offices with His 
Majesty that such measures may be adopted in the course of the Winter as will enable 
me to profit of the Leave of Absence His Majesty has been graciously pleased to give 
me, and by that means withdraw myself from a Mortification which has operated as 
effectually as if the Cause had really taken place.” 

Another letter from the new Secretary of State, dated on the 14th February, 1783, 
enclosing the preliminary articles of a treaty of peace with France and Spain, the 
provisional articles of a treaty recognising the independence of the thirteen revolting 
provinces, and a proclamation announcing the suspension of hostilities, was received 
by Haldimand at Quebec early in the following month of May. 

“You have done well,” that much embarrassed Minister wrote, “in turning your 
attention towards the future Establishment of some of the Loyalists who may not 
recover their Confiscated Estates And it is His Majesty’s pleasure that you transmit 
to me for His Information, as accurate an account as you can obtain of the Quantity 
of Land at and near Detroit, which in your letter of the 25th of October last, you say 
is fertile and can be cultivated with Ease, also what will be the nature of its Produce. 
You will likewise furnish me with a List of those unfortunate Persons who have taken 
refuge in your Province, distinguishing the places from whence they fled, and as nearly 
as you can collect, the value of real Property which each Person has lost. In making 
this Investigation, however, it is necessary that you should not permit the Sense of 
His Majesty’s Paternal Feelings for the Sufferings of those who have adhered to their 
Loyalty, to prevent every exertion in their own power to reap the benefit of the 5th 
Article of the Provisional Treaty with America.” 

Haldimand clearly foresaw that this news would have a most dispiriting and 
perhaps exasperating effect upon the Indians, who would believe that they were aban- 
doned to the mercy of an “ungenerous and implacable enemy,” as well as upon the 
expatriated loyalists who could entertain but faint hopes of returning to their former 
homes or recovering any of their lost estates in consequence of the half-hearted rec- 
ommendation embodied in the provisional treaty. The necessity of taking immediate 
active measures for placing them in a position to earn ‘a scanty living from the soil 
was equally evident. The forest lands on the north shore of the upper St. Lawrence 
and Lake Ontario, of which he had some personal knowledge, seemed to him to be 
the most eligible situation for their settlement. Little time was lost in giving in- 
structions for making a preparatory investigation. Sir John Johnson, lately appointed 
Superintendent General of Indian Affairs, was directed to go at once to Niagara “‘to 
quiet the apprehensions of the Indians until some arrangement can be fixed upon 
for their future settlement.” At the same time Major Samuel Holland, the provincial 
Surveyor General, was given careful instructions to report upon the country in the 
vicinity of the recently established military post at Cataraqui, as the starting point 
for a loyalist settlement. 

Shelburne’s short-lived ministry barely succeeded in retaining office until the treaty 
recognising the independence of the United States was ratified and Townshend’s last 
letter to Haldimand, dated 28th February, 1783, instructed him to make all needful 
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arrangements for the settlement of the refugee loyalists in Canada but enclosed a copy 
of a letter to Carleton instructing him to make every effort in his power' to have their 
confiscated estates restored to them. His successor in office, Lord North, the former 
prime minister, soon after informed Haldimand that the King was greatly pleased with 
his evidence of zeal in declining to return to England in the previous autumn and wished 
him to remain in Canada until all measures were completed for carrying on its govern- 
ment in time of peace. Haldimand replied that he was willing to comply with the King’s 
desire and proposed forming an extensive settlement of loyalists near Detroit but upon 
the opposite side of the river. He added that he intended to have lands surveyed on the 
northern side of Lake Ontario for occupation by the Six Nations, who had been driven 
from their country by their enemies and had ordered a road to be opened to Lake 
Temiscouata for direct communication with Nova Scotia by the Saint John river. 

Additional instructions to Haldimand for the allotment of land to loyalists and 
disbanded soldiers as tenants of the crown, were formally approved by the King 
in Council on July 16 and eight days later Lord North wrote to him transmitting a 
copy, and directing that such allotments were to be made only to persons that would 
agree to settle upon them and none but persons of approved loyalty were to be ac- 
cepted as settlers. On August 7 he wrote again directing Haldimand to pay par- 
ticular attention to that part of the instructions, “which applies to the contiguous 
settlement of the Officers and Privates of each Corps reduced, as it will certainly add 
to ue strength and security of the distinct settlements as well as of the Province 
at large. 

In another letter, dated next day, Haldimand was instructed to disband all pro- 
vincial troops by December 24. A copy of a resolution of the House of Commons 
was attached to show that it was “disposed to alleviate the misfortunes to which the 
War has exposed them and to give them every Relief that the Country, consistent with 
the present exhausted state of its Finances can possibly afford. 

“You will without doubt think it prudent and consistent with sound policy,” he 
continued, “to establish a principal part of those People in such a situation as may 
be most likely to serve as a Barrier against any Incursions from the Inhabitants of 
those Colonies that have revolted from their Allegiance, in which case it may not be 
amiss to point out to you that the Tract of Land to the Eastward of the River St. Law- 
rence and bounded to the North and West by the revolted Colonies Appears to be a 
position well fitted for that purpose.” 

His proposal for surveying land on the north side of Lake Ontario was approved 
and he was authorised to invite the Mohawks and other nations of friendly Indians to 
settle there. 

These letters remained for twenty days at Halifax after their arrival before 
they were forwarded overland and were not delivered to Haldimand at Quebec until 
November 17, when he decided that it would be too late in the year to disband the 
first battalion of the 84th Regiment, the second battalion of the Royal Regiment of 
New York, and Butler’s Rangers, which were stationed in the distant “upper posts” 
and could not be relieved in the winter. The other loyalist regiments, then serving 
in the district of Montreal were punctually disbanded on December 24, but were allowed 
as an “indulgence,” to occupy their quarters and draw their customary rations until 
further notice. 

Encouraging reports as to the good quality of land had been received not only 
from the Surveyor General but from several exploring parties conducted by experien- 
ced woodsmen, sent up the Ottawa and Rideau, the St. Lawrence, and the Bay of 
Quinté, and a township had been laid out for occupation at Cataraqui. At the same 
time efforts had been made by several seigneurs to induce loyalists to become tenants 
on their estates. On May 18, 1783, an advertisement was published in the Quebec 
Gazette by Charles de Lanaudiére, inviting “industrious Americans” to settle upon 
his estates of Ste. Anne and De Lanaudiére on the river Masquinonge, free of rent 
for ten years, and after that time requiring them to pay the ordinary rent of the 
country. For four years the wheat for the use of their families would be ground free 
of charge, and all boards necessary for the construction of their buildings would be 
sawed gratis at his seigneurial mills. 

On 1st January, 1784, Colonel Henry Caldwell, who may have become acquainted 
with the suggestion made in Lord North’s letter to Haldimand on August 8, announced 
in the same newspaper that he possessed lands sufficient for the settlement of several 
thousand families, which he was willing “to let out forever on the most reasonable 
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terms.” These, he stated, were situated in a seigneurie, called Caldwell’s Manor, which 
he had purchased from M. Foucault, extending from La Colle river to Missisquoi bay 
on Lake Champlain, containing 50,000 acres, mostly laid out in lots of one hundred 
acres, and 150,000 acres in the seigneurie of Lauzon, near the city of Quebec, on which 
he offered to construct grist and saw mills, and, if considered necessary, build a church 
and assist in “procuring a Clergyman of the persuasion of the majority of the inhabi- 
tants.” 

M. de Lanaudiére and Colonel Caldwell were both men of considerable wealth and 
influence and members of the Legislative Council, who had taken an active part in 
the defence of the province when it had been invaded. It would be unwise to antagonize 
them. Their attempts to attract tenants to their estates, which he could not 
legally prohibit nor reasonably oppose, although they seemed in conflict with his in- 
structions to establish the loyalists on crown lands, caused Haldimand much future 
embarassment. The agitation for the formation of an elective Legislative Assembly 
had been renewed and aroused his strong displeasure and he feared that the setile- 
ment of fugitive French Canadians near the international boundary, which was 
being supported by the government of the state of New York, would become an 
asylum for discontented persons and a base for conspirators. The lands bordering 
on the frontier east of the St. Lawrence, he asserted, ought to remain unsettled for 
some years until they could be occupied by loyal French Canadians to counteract the 
influence of the restless New Englanders. The settlement of loyalists there would be 
unwise as they would certainly quarrel with their American neighbours. He proposed 
instead to grant them lands on the other side of that river extending to Cataraqui and 
the shores of the bay of Quinté, for which an extensive tract had been purchased from 
the Indians, or at the bay of Chaleurs. Yet eventually a considerable number of them 
settled on Caldwell’s Manor in spite of his open discouragement. 

The German troops, of whom there had been ten battalions or detachments quartered 
in the province, were embarked for Europe early in August, 1783, in a fleet of twenty- 
five ships, leaving behind them a few hundred men, who preferred to take their dis- 
charge and become settlers. The loyalists or provincial troops, including the first 
battalion of the 84th Regiment, originally recruited as the Royal Highland Emigrants, 
numbered about three thousand of all ranks. Many of their wives, children, and other 
relatives or dependents had followed them into exile or had been exchanged as prisoners 
of war, and many more were expected to come from their former homes. Besides these 
there were many “unincorporated loyalists,” mostly men who were too old or too infirm 
for any military service, but who had been provided, with their numerous dependents, 
with clothing, rations, and quarters ever since their arrival in the province. Their 
number had been unexpectedly much increased by the migration of more than thirteen 
hundred men, women, and children, known as the ‘Associated Loyalists,” from the 
city of New York, who had preferred to come to Quebec instead of going to Nova 
Scotia as had been expected. They errived about the middle of August, clamouring 
for clothing and other necessaries of existence. Small-pox and measles had broken 
out on board their ships and they were sent on to Sorel, where the hospital and other 
buildings on an island were allotted for their reception. Their dissensions, discontent, 
and violent complaints caused much anxiety during the winter. Their expectations 
were great and had been perhaps indiscreetly encouraged by Sir Guy Carleton and 
his staff-officers, before their embarkation. Altogether the number of persons to be 
provided for and settled on the land exceeded ten thousand. An estimate of the 
quantity of land required for this purpose on the moderate scale at first allowed, 
which was afterwards trebled, showed that twenty-one seigniories or townships, each 
containing 21,040 acres must be laid out. Their subsistence, transportation, and es- 
tablishment in reasonable comfort on uncleared land in distant parts of the provinc« 
became a problem of incalculable difficulty for satisfactory solution in the absence of 
complete instructions. It was resolutely attacked. Haldimand and his capable secre- 
tary, Major Robert Mathews, gave it their closest and most earnest personal attention 
in all its minor’ details. They tried to foresee every need. It is not surprising that 
they did not fully succeed. A very necessary supply of primitive tools and agricultural 
implements was manufactured or purchased. Seed grain and cattle were imported to 
supplement the scanty resources of the province. Rations were issued by the com- 
missaries. Tents, blankets, and bedding were furnished from the military storehouses. 
Boats were provided and voyageurs skilled in the navigation of the river were engaged 
to manage them and act as pilots. 
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A considerable reduction in the strength of all regular regiments had been ordered 
and all soldiers who wished to take their discharge and remain in Canada were 
authorised to receive grants of land on the same scale as the loyalists. Some of them 
had been stationed in the province for many years and a considerable number of men 
had married there. How many of them would decide to settle was still uncertain. 

The contemporary letters and other papers now brought together for the first 
time, have been transcribed from many different volumes of the Haldimand Papers 
in the Dominion Archives and the particular source is noted at the end of each item. 
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Pateee OX PLORAIMION: AND. SURVEY 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SAMUEL HOLLAND. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 26th May 1783. 
“MAJOR HOLLAND 
Surveyor General 

sir 

As it is necessary that I should be informed of the Nature of the 
Country from the last Concessions to Cataraqui, and thence to Niagara on 
the North Side of Lake Ontario, you are hereby directed to set off imme- 
diately for Montreal, and to proceed to Cataraqui, where you will minutely 
examine into the Situation and State of the Post formerly occupied by the 
French, and the Land and Country Adjacent; considering the facility of 
establishing Settlements there, and the Advantages and disadvantages 
that might attend that Measure, all which, you will report to me as soon 
as possible, and in the Meantime, if you find the Fort in such a State as 
is Correspondent with the Views and Instructions I have communicated to 
you, you will without Loss of Time make Application to Major Harris, 
Commanding at Carleton Island, for Workmen and all other Assistance 
in his Power to afford and also to Major Ross commanding at Oswego, 
who has Orders upon your Application to send Lieut. Tinling acting En- 
ginier, and with him such Artificers, Tools and Materials as you shall re- 
quire, to join you immediately, you will dismiss the Canadian Batteaumen 
at Carleton Island, and procure Soldiers or Seamen, as you shall think best 
to proceed to Cataraqui. 

“Having made your Observations at Cataraqui, and given such Direc- 
tions as you shall think necessary at that Place, you will send forward 
the Gentlemen who accompany you for the purpose of Continuing the 


t 
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Examination of the Country to Niagara, and return yourself to Quebec 
without Loss of Time. 
“Tam &c. 
“FE, HALDIMAND.” 
(B 124, pp. 88-9.) 


Holland was given the following letter from Captain Mathews, Hal- 
dimand’s military secretary, to Major Harris of the same date. 

“This will be delivered to you by Major Holland whom His Excellency 
the Commander in Chief has thought proper to send to Survey and Examine 
the ground at Cataraque, & on the North Side of Lake Ontario—And His 
Excellency is pleased to desire that you will furnish the Major with every 
Assistance from your Garrison that He shall require, should he find it ex- 
pedient to Execute any Work in Consequence of the Instructions He has 
Received— 

“I am further to Signify to you His Excellency’s Pleasure that you 
discontinue to Issue Rum to the Troops in Garrison, all public Works 
having ceased by His order.” (B 127, p. 829). 

Holland’s report was completed after his return to Quebce and is dated 
exactly a month later. 


FROM SAMUEL HOLLAND TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


E “QUEBEC 26th June 1783 
ae ir 

“Agreably to the Commands contained in your Excellency’s letter to 
me dated the 26th of last Month, I immediately sett off for Montreal with 
the two Mohawks Captain Brant and Johan; there I left them Captain 
Brant being unable to proceed from Sickness. On the 38rd of June Captain 
La Force joined me at La Chine, and we proceeded with two Batteaux 
for Carleton Island. As the time limitted by your Excellency for my 
return would not permit me to make an Actual Survey of the ungranted 
Lands on the North Side of the River St. Lawrence, I examined them with 
attention, and collected all the information I could as to the facility of 
establishing settlements there, and I found that from the supposed bounds 
of the Seigneurie of Soulange the property of Monsieur de Longueille on 
the Lake St. Francis, the lands are low towards the Water side, and fit for 
Meadows, but at the same distance the soil is exceeding good Tillage. 
From the upper part of Lake St. Francis to the long Sault no land can be 
more promising, covered with Fine Timber fit for building Vessels: and 
in some places fit for Masts—the Shore along the long Sault has not an in- 
viting aspect, but the Soil, tis said at no great distance back is equal to 
that on Lake St. Francis. 

“There are fine Pineries two or three Miles from the waters edge, 
where large Masts may be procured. 

“From the head of the long Sault to the Top of the uppermost rapid, 
where the Navigation begins the Country has a most favorable appear- 
ance, from hence to Cataraqui the shore is high and Rocky, but opening 
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here and there into beautiful Coves and Bays, where the view extends a 
great way into fine natural Meadows—and though the Shore appears rough 
and uninviting the Soil is rich at some distance fit for all purposes of 
Agriculture, as I have been informed. 

ai arrived at Carleton Island on the 10th late at Night, and applied 
to Major Harris to dispatch your Orders to Major Ross and Mr. Tinling 
the Assistant Engineer, on the 12th I reached Cataraqui, and began the 
survey of the Fort and intrenchments made there by the French Troops: 
on the following day my Assistant proceeded to survey the Harbour and 
Captain La Force to take the soundings. Lieut. Tinling joined me on the 
17th when I examined the Fort, and made arrangements for the reistab- 
lishment of this important Post, which in every part surpassed the favor- 
able idea I had formed of it. Your Excellency will perceive its advanta- 
geous Situation by the plans and drawings which accompany this letter. 

“The Vaults still remain entire while part of the Walls of the Fort, 
Barracks, &c., &c., are in such a State as will contribute to lessen the ex- 
pense of its reistablishment, the Works or lines begun by the French on 
the Commanding grounds near the Fort, will cover a sufficient space for 
a Town: the harbour is in every respect Good, and most conveniently 
situated to command Lake Ontario—The Batteaux men prefer keeping 
over on this Side, as they can follow the Shore without crossing to the 
Islands in their course. 

“Captain Joseph Brant with several Indians of the Six Nations, went 
up to Cataraqui Falls, and made excursions into the Woods: They seemed 
to be well satisfied with the Country, at their return they declined say- 
ing anything concerning the Lands; but told me that as soon as they 
have examined the North Side of the Lake, they will inform your Excellency 
of the Spot where they’ll chuse to fix their abode: for this purpose they 
have sent Captain Isaac with Six men of their number to accompany the 
surveying Party. 

“On the 19th we returned to Carleton Island where I arranged matters 
with Major Harris, and wrote to Major Ross for Fifty men from each 
post, and to transport materials to Cataraqui to prosecute the Works carry- 
ing on there under Mr. Tinling with whom I left Lieut. Holland as an As- 
sistant who was dispatched to forward materials from Oswego. 

“Captain La Force!, Mr. Cotte, & Mr. Peachey proceeded to survey 
the North Shore of Lake Ontario all the way to Niagara, having received 
my Instructions for that purpose—On the 20th I set out from Carleton 
Island for Quebec where I arrived yesterday. 

“T have the honor to be &c. 
“SAML. HOLLAND.” 


(B 124, pp. 34-7.) 


1Rene-Hypolite Pepin dit La Force was born at Laprairie, 5th December, 1728 and 
became an officer in the French naval service on Lake Ontario, commanding first La 
Marquise de Vaudreuil and afterwards the Iroquoise. After the conquest he took the 
oath of allegiance and participated in the defence of the city of Quebec in 1775-6 and 
in 1777 was appointed to the command of the ships on Lake Ontario. He retired on 
half-pay, 20 June, 1786 and died, 3rd February, 1802. 
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Further action was then deferred for consultation with Sir John 
Johnson and other loyalist officers and probably in the hope of receiving 
instructions from England, which were delayed by an unexpected change 
of Ministers and not actually drafted until August 7 and not received by 
Haldimand until the following year. 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


MONTREAL 11th August 1788. 
Sir 

I have the honor to transmit herewith the Proceedings of the Several 
Meetings held with the Six Nations, &c., at Niagara, and with the Messa- 
sagas at Carleton Island, by the latter your Excellency will observe that 
some uneasiness has arisen among them in consequence of a Report pre- 
vailing that a Number of the Six Nations intended Settling in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Cataraqui—they seem to have no Objection to White People 
settling there, but say that If their Brothers the Six Nations come there, 
they are so Numerous they will overrun their hunting grounds, and oblige 
them to retire to New and distant grounds not so good or convenient to 
them—these objections however may easily be removed by a purchase of 
such part of their Country as your Excellency may think necessary for 
the use of the Mohawks and others who may wish to Establish themselves 
on that Side of the Lake—I should imagine a purchase of the Lands In- 
cluding the Islands from the Bay of Kenty downwards, and Including the 
Crown Lands, would be sufficient to Answer every purpose both for Loyal- 
ists and Indians. 

“T beg leave to request that as the Officers and Men of my Regiment 
were the foremost in opposing His Majestys Enemies and the first that 
joined his Forces in this Province, they may be Indulged with the first 
choice of Lands, should any be granted to them they have had reason to 
expect from the Proclamation Issued at the Commencement of the War.” 
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“T have the honor to be &c. 
“JOHN JOHNSON.” 


“His Excellency 
“General Haldimand.” 


Endorsed 
“From 1783 
“B Genl. Sir J, Johnson 
“11th Augt. Recd 12th.” 


(B 115, pp. 138-9.) 


An interview with the governor resulted in proposals for a more 
careful exploration. 
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FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


Ee “MONTREAL, 18th August, 1783. 
ir 
From the Conversation I had with your Excellency on the Subject of 
Settling the Provincials and Loyalists on this River, and the Lands between 
it and the Grand River! ,and at the Request of Majors Gray and Jessup, I 
would be glad to send an Officer and party of each Corps intermixed up each 
River, to a River? that takes its rise nearly opposite to Oswegatchie, and 
Empties itself into the Grand River, and is Navigable for Batteaux near 
Sixty Miles—Should your Excellency approve of this Step, they will be able 
to make a satisfactory report of the Quantity and Quality of the Lands 
and what Water Communications there may be from River to River, and 
should their Report prove favorable (of which there can be little doubt) 
it will be the Means of encouraging many who would otherwise be looking 
out elsewhere, to settle there, and from all that I can learn, If proper en- 
couragement and Assistance is given, it may become a very respectable 
Frontier Settlement. 
I have the honor to be &c. 
“JOHN JOHNSON.” 
Endorsed 
“From A 1783 
B. Genl. Sir J. Johnson 
18th Augt. Recd. 20th.” 


(B 115, p. 140.) 


Major Jessup? announced his desire to co-operate in a letter to the 
Military Secretary from his station on the frontier. 


FROM EDWARD JESSUP TO CAPTAIN MATHEWS. 


“RIVER DUCHENE August 25th 1783. 

“Sir 
“The Commander in Chief mentioned sending to me the Maps and 
boundaries of Mr. Longules‘ and Mr. Lobaneers® senories that I might be 
the better able to Describe the ungranted Lands between the Ottawas or 
grand river and the river St. Larence—I should also wish to have the maps 
of the granted Lands from the north part of Terrebonne a Long the river 
to the ungranted Lands above the Lake of the two Mountains that we may 
see if they take in the Lands we have in view on the north side of the Ot- 
tawas or grand river which may (it is supposed) answer as well for Set- 


1The Ottawa. 

2The Rideau. 

38Edward Jessup, born in Connecticut, was then commanding officer of the Loyal 
Rangers, chiefly composed of refugees from New Hampshire and Vermont. He was in- 
strumental in promoting the settlement of the townships now forming the counties of 
Leeds and Grenville and became a resident of the township of Augusta. He was recom- 
mended by Lord Dorchester for a seat in the Executive Council and was elected member 
of the Legislative Assembly tor Grenville in the second provincial parliament, 
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tlements as the Land between the rivers. Sir John Johnson was to write 
to the Genl last week relative to sending some of his men with some 
of ours to explore the Lands His Excellency mentioned for a Settlement 
for both Corps. But I said nothing to Sir John (or he to me) of any of 
the Maps, I am &c. B 
(B 162, p. 88.) “EDWARD JESSUP. 


Haldimand’s decision was promptly made and explicit instructions 
were given for the guidance of the exploring parties. 

“T am making preparations agreable to their Request,” he wrote to 
Lord North on August 27, “for a settlement of Royalists near Cataraqui, 
where the Land is fertile and the Climate rather better than at Montreal. 

“Some Transports have arrived from New York with about 700, chief- 
ly women and children, of these unfortunate people! who are in want of ev- 
erything.—It shall be my Study, to do all in my power, to alleviate their 
present distress, tho’ with the best Economy. In respect to their future 
expectations, I have Proper Persons to ascertain their several former sit- 
uations in Life, as well as their claims from their Services and Sufferings 
in the cause of Government, in order to make as Equitable a distribution 
of His Majesty’s Bounty, as Circumstances will admit, when I shall be hon- 
ored with His Majesty’s Commands relative to the Encouragement, to be 
given to the Royalists, as well such as have served in this Province, as 
those who have Emigrated hither from New York. In the mean time I 
shall employ Surveyors, to Examine and mark out such lands, as are most 
proper for them in different parts of the Province.” (B 56, pp. 182-3.) 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 
“HEAD QUARTERS, Quebec Ist Septr. 1788. 


“T purpose, about the latter part of this Week to send off a Surveyor 
and proper Persons to explore and mark out Lands for the intended settle- 
ment at Cataraqui—it will therefore be necessary at the same time agree- 
ably to the opinion expressed in your Letter of the 11th Ultimo, to take 
the proper Steps to Satisfy the Messessague Indians for the Tract of Coun- 
try intended to be Settled by the Mohawks and any of the Six Nations 
who shall wish to accompany them—You will please to give Such direc- 
tions in this Business as will best tend to give Satisfaction to the Parties 
concerned, and Make the Purchase as little expensive to Government as 
possible. 

“T only Wait the arrival of Capt. Twiss (who I expect in a few Days) 
to send off an engineer to examine the Lands towards the Grand River, 
mentioned in your former Letter; You would therefore do well to have the 
Persons you wish to Send upon that Excursion in Readiness to set off upon 
the Shortest Notice—My Intention is to do every Possible Justice to the 

1These were generally known as the “Associated Loyalists,” and composed the parties 


led by Captain Michael Grass and Major Peter Van Alstyne, the latter belonging chiefly 
to a regiment formerly commanded by Coionel Abraham C. Cuyler of Albany. 
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Loyalists who determine to reside in this Province—to give Satisfaction 
to all Parties I need not tell you, will be impossible, but in order to make 
the distribution of Lands as equitable and Satisfactory as Circumstances 
will allow of, the several Tracts shall be divided into Townships, and Lotts 
of about 120 Acres, which will be drawn for—I know there are many who 
are Speculating for large Grants, in order to turn Land-Jobbers, a Sys- 
tem I shall entirely discourage as being subversive of the Plan of general 
relief and assistance intended for the distressed Loyalists.” 
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“Tam &c. 
“FRED HALDIMAND.” 
“Brigadr General Sir John Johnson.” 
(B 115, pp. 142-3.) 

On August 27 Haldimand forwarded to Lord North Sir John Johnson’s 
report of the proceedings of his council with the Six Nations at Niagara. 

“I could have wished,” he remarked, “that in the Translation, the 
Indian Idiom had been more preserved, however, Your Lordship may be 
assured, that the Sense is strictly adhered to; notwithstanding the deter- 
mination of the Indians to defend and preserve their own Lands, I consider 
the Inclination, which the Mohawks have to settle on the North side of 
Lake Ontario, near Cataraqui, is a fortunate Circumstance, and shall con- 
tinue to adopt every measure with the other Indian Nations, that may best 
tend to prevent any Rupture between them and the united States of Ameri- 
ca.—I am making preparations agreable to their Request, for a Settlement 
of Royalists near Cataraqui, where the Land is fertile, and the Climate 
rather better than at Montreal.” 

A few days later his intentions were formally made known to Sir John 
Johnson on whose advice and assistance he placed great reliance. 

On September 7 Haldimand wrote to Major Ross, who had taken pos- 
session of Cataraqui at the end of July. 

“This will be delivered to you by Mr. Collins!, whom I send, with proper 
Assistance, to Cataraqui, in order to Survey and mark out the Settlement 
intended at that Place for the Refugee Loyalists, I enclose for your Infor- 
mation a copy of my Instructions to Mr. Collins, by which you will perceive 
that it is my Intention to have the Lands distributed in Townships con- 
taining Lotts of 120 Acres, which will be useful to you as a General Answer 
to Applications Which May probably be Made for particular Spots, or quan- 
tities of Land. 

“Capt. Laforce, Capt. Sherwood? and Others Skilled in Land and the 


1Hon. John Collins, Deputy Surveyor General and a member of the Legislative Council, 

2Justus Sherwood, a native of Connecticut, who was proprietor’s clerk at New Haven 
in Vermont from 1774 to 1776, when he became an officer in the loyalist battalion recruit- 
ed by Lieut. Colonel John Peters. He behaved bravely in the disastrous action at Ben- 
nington and was tramsferred to the battalion commanded by Major Jessup. In July, 1781, 
he built the “Loyal Blockhouse” at Dutchman’s Farm on Lake Champlain as an outpost 
for Isle aux Noix and commanded its garrison. He was given full power to treat with 
the agents of Vermont for the exchange of prisoners and the return of that state to its 
allegiance to the King. He had been active and zealous in opposing the rebellion and 
sacrificed a considerable landed estate. Cf. ‘‘A Loyalist of the St. Lawrence” by Henry 
Harmon Noble in “Papers and Records,” of the Ontario Historical Society, Vol. XVI, 
pp. 29-36. 
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Principles of Colonization accompany Mr. Collins. They have also a Num- 
ber of Men to Cut down Square Timber to Make a beginning; and it is very 
probable that some of them May Chuse to Winter there—Should that be the 
Case, | wish them to Sit down upon the ground intended for the Town, and 
small Lotts to be given them on the Common in order to Clear it as Soon as 
possible—Any Persons So Settling may Obtain Leases for thirty Years (as 
expressed in the Instructions) but if they Should not Chuse to take Leases 
upon those Terms, and notwithstanding to Hut themselves for the Winter, 
they Must Sign Agreements to relinquish their Lotts Whenever they shall 
be required 30 to do.” 
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(B 124, p. 90.) 


Similar information was at the same time sent to Major Jessup at 
his station on the frontier, as the officers and men of his corps were known 
to be vitally interested. 


FROM CAPTAIN ROBERT MATHEWS TO MAJOR EDWARD JESSUP. 


“HEAD QUARTERS, Quebec 8th Septr. 1783. 
“Sir 

“T am directed by His Excellency the Commander in Chief to acquaint 
you that the Depy Surveyor General, with Captain Sherwood and some 
others, will set out from this Place next Thursday for Cataraque, in order 
to Survey and mark out Settlements in that Neighbourhood for the Refu- 
gee Loyalists, 

“Tf there are any Persons of your Corps skilled in Land, and making 
new settlements, whose opinions you would like to have, His Excellency 
desires you may have them ready to join Captain Sherwood at Montreal. 

“Tam Sir &c. 
“R. MATHEWS.” 
“Major Jessup.” 
(B 163, p. 172.) 


Very careful instructions were prepared for this survey probably on 
consultation with Major Holland. 


HEAD QUARTERS Quebec 11th Septemr. 1783. 

JOHN COLLINS EsqQre. 
Sir 

It being my Intention to establish Settlements for the Provision of 
Part of the distressed Loyalists resorting to this Province at and in the 
Neighbourhood of Cataraqui, upon Lake Ontario, you are hereby directed 
to proceed to that Place without Loss of Time for the Purpose of Survey- 
ing and laying out the several Lands in Townships and Lotts agreably to 
the following Instructions. 


1.—You will make an exact Survey of the Neck intended for the Town 
Lot, describing and expressing the Nature of the Ground & Soil, and if 
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Point Frederick! is not commanded from Point Henry?—on both which 
Places, sufficient spaces for Fortifications must be reserved. 


2d.—At the West Side of Cataraqui Harbour the Ground near the Fort 
and within the Lines (as marked in the Plan A B C) must remain to the 
Crown for the Use of the Garrison, and as a Place of Resort for the In- 
dians, where some of the most noted might be allowed to build, reserving 
sufficient Spaces round the Slips (where the Vessels were formerly con- 
structed) unincumbered with Buildings.— 


3d.—Tho’ a common, containing about 400 Acres must be reserved 
for the Use of the Town, Leases may be given for a Term of Years not 
exceeding 30 years to settle there, as the People for the present will be 
glad to be as near the Town as possible, and the Common will be cleared 
by the Time the Town will be in want of it. 


4.—The Method of laying out Townships of Six Miles Square, I con- 
sider as the best to be followed, as the People to be Settled there are most 
used to it, and will best answer the Proportion of Lands I propose to grant 
to each Family, Vizt. 120 Acres, of which Six are to be in front which 
will make 19 chains in front and 63 chains 25 Links in depth, so that every 
Township will have 25 Lots in front and four Chains 75 Links will remain 
for Roads, with 7 Concessions in Depth—58 Links will remain for a Road— 
by which Distribution each Township will contain 175 Lots of 120 Acres.— 

For your assistance in the Execution of this Business, you will be 
joined at Montreal by Capt. Sherwood and Lt. Cotte and also by Mr. Grass 
Capt. of one of the Companies of Militia intended for that Settlement, and 
these Gentlemen will be attended with Ax Men &c. proper for that Occasion. 

You will begin your Survey by a Township on each Side of the Bay, 
and transmit to me, together with your Remarks, reporting to me in the 
like Manner from Time to Time the Progress you shall make. 

As it is not improbable that in exploring these Lands some of the Per- 
sons employed may make choice of Particular Situations, & make Prepar- 
ations accordingly, to prevent which, you are to Signify to them that my 
Intentions are to distribute the Lotts impartially by drawing for them, and 
that all Timber cut down this Fall, or any Log Houses they may chuse 
to make & reside in until the Settlements shall be regularly granted, will 
not be considered as any Right of such Persons but entered as a temporary 
beginning and should any of them prefer remaining there this Winter to 
returning to Sorel, may have Lots of 4 Acres marked out for them in the 
Common which they will enjoy for 30 years as before mentioned by which 
Means whatever Work is done will forward the Clearing of the Common 
and.be for the Public Good—The Officers commanding at Carleton Island, 
Cataraqui, or any Post you shall have occasion to call at are hereby direc- 
ted to afford you every Assistance in their Power, whether in Provisions 
or otherwise for the Speedy and effectual Execution of these Instructions. 

Wishing you Success &c. 
F, HALDIMAND. 


(B 124, pp. 91-94.) 


1Named in honor of Governor Haldimand. ; 
2Named in honor of Lieut. Governor Henry Hamilton. 
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At the same time a party was sent to explore the lands adjacent to 
the lower Ottawa and Rideau rivers under the orders of Lieut. Gershom 
French, a young officer, who had been employed in gaining information 
of the enemy in Vermont and New Hampshire and was believed to be well 
qualified for such a task. 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 
“HEAD QUARTERS Quebec 11th Septr. 1783. 
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“It is not in my Power to send an Engineer as I intended, to explore 
the Country towards the Grand River, but Lieut. French of the Loyal 
Rangers, who I am told is very capable will receive orders, by this oppor- 
tunity to proceed to Montreal for that purpose, where he will meet Mr. 
Collins, the Deputy Surveyor General (on his Route to Cataraqui) See 
some plans he will leave, and Confer with Him upon the Subject—Yours and 
Major Jessups Parties will be in readiness for these separate views.” 


(B 115, pp. 147-8.) 


On September 15 Haldimand wrote on the subject to Sir John Johnson 
for the information of Captain Jacob Maurer, inspector of bateaua in the 
department of the Quartermaster General at Montreal. 

“Being extremely anxious to obtain the best Information Possible re- 
specting the Country on the Ottawa River, as well as its distance from Cat- 
araqui, and the Nature of the Soil between those Places—I have Ordered 
Lieut. French of Major Jessup’s Corps, to undertake this Service and I 
desire you will provide him with 10 or 12 good men to accompany him,— 
it is my wish that these men are Collected from the different Corps of 
Loyalists, and such as you Judge are best qualified to make a true and 
faithful Report of what they see; but you must be very Particular in tell- 
ing them, that this Examination is by no means to entitle any Individual 
to the smallest Choice, or preference, my meaning is to obtain the most 
‘universal Information I possibly can, and then divide every local advantage 
amongst the Loyalists in proportion to their Claims, but with Impartiality. 

Lieut. French will be supplied with Canoes, and two Good Canadian 
Guides, &c., &c., by Capn. Maurer and will Receive a few Instructions, 
which he will shew you. At the same time Mr. Collins is gone toward 
Cataraque, where under the Direction of Major Ross he will pursue the 
same plan, and even Trace out some Townships, and before this is done I 
hope to receive such Instructions from England as will enable me to satisfy 
all Parties. 


“PS. If Capn. Maurer has no Canoes in His charge, you will be so 
good as to Order what are necessary from the Indian Department, and I 
imagine it would be useful to Provide the party with some Savages for 
Guides, otherwise Capn. Maurer will order the best Canadians he can find 
for that Duty.” (B 159, pp. 200-201.) 
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“His Excellency the Commander in chief having directed that a num- 
ber of the Refugee Loyalists should accompany Mr. Collins, the Deputy 
Surveyor General, to Cataraqui for the purpose of exploring lands to set- 
tle upon,’ Captain Mathews wrote to Colonel Macbean, commanding at 
Sorel, on September 11, “I am commanded to Acquaint you that orders will 
be sent by this opportunity to Captain Barnes to provide them with the 
necessary number of Batteaux &ca. that they shall stand in need of for 
their Journey—And His Excellency is pleased to desire that you will give 
such Assistance on this occasion as you shall find necessary. 


“P.S. Mr. Cuyler Insp’r of Loyalists will repair immediately to Sorel 
to see the party intended for Cataraqui fitted out & march.” (B 139, p. 353.) 

Four days later Captain Barnes, the deputy Quartermaster General, 
reported the departure of the exploring party from Sorel. 


“SOREL 15th Sepr. 1783. 
“Sir 
“T am to acknowledge yours of the 11th Inst. and request you will in- 
form His Excellency the Commander in Chief that in obedience to his or- 
ders have this day Issued out of the Q.M. Genl’s store Thirty eight Blan- 
kets for the use of the Loyal Refugees going to Cataraqui, and furnished 
them with two Batteaux complete to transport them to Montreal, for 
which place they sett off at 12 o’clock. Mr. Cuyler came down here last 
night and expedited the setting off of the Loyalists & returned this even- 
ing to Montreal.” 
(B. 188, p. 326.) 


On September 15, Haldimand acknowledged a report from Major Ross 
of his proceedings at Cataraqui. 

“T have received your Letter of the 3d Instant, with the Sketch of 
Point Henry, &c., and am very much Obliged to you for the Trouble you 
have taken to examine the Ground near Cataraquli. 

“T entirely approve of your Idea of changing the Situation of the Town 
to Point Henry and have given my Orders to Mr. Collins accordingly ; Sub- 
ject however to any Alteration which you may think necessary, and in 
Case of any future Discovery of Situation proper to be fortified you will 
preserve such an Extent of Ground round them as you judge proper, and 
communicate to me your Ideas concerning them. 

“Tn a few Days Lieut. French of Major Jessups Corps will leave Mon- 
treal with a Party of Loyalists, to examine the great River Ottawa, and 
when at a proper Distance, to endeavour from thence to fall upon Catara- 
qui,—when they arrive, you will supply them with every Thing they may 
want and provide them with the Means of returning to Montreal as soon 
as possible,—and in order more fully to accomplish my Intention on this 
point, I could wish you could send some small Party with Savages some- 
where near the same Rout, but they should be accompanied by an Intelli- 
gent Person, who would keep a Journal of the Distances and the Course 
they stear, with every other Necessary Remark—Our Plans of this Coun- 
try are very imperfect, according to them I should conjecture that due 
North from Your Post the Great River lies about 150 Miles distant I men- 
tion this but have no doubt, but that the Savages are much better ac- 
quainted with the Distance than we are. 
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“yom the Report of Sir John Johnson I have reason to expect that 
the Mohawks and some other Tribes of Savages will establish themselves 
near the Bay of Kintie, and I understand that it is their Wish to have the 
Loyalists in their Neighbourhood, all which I think will be an Advantage, 
by rendering the Settlement respectable, and consequently secure—The 
Only difficulty seems to be, giving uneasiness to the Missisagues, as they 
claim The Northern Part of Lake Ontario, to avoid which I have directed 
Sir J. Johnson to treat with them on this Matter and if necessary to make 
such purchases as the King’s Service may require, which he tells me will 
easily be accomplished.” (B 126, pp. 46-7.) 


Sir John Johnson co-operated actively. 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


“MONTREAL 18th Septr. 1783. 
“Sir, 

“T am honored with your Excellency’s letter of the 15th Instant, and 
have in Obedience thereto ordered the Men to be in readiness, and furnish- 
ed Lieutenant French with every thing Necessary for his jaunt, he is to 
set off the day after to Morrow.” 
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_ Before leaving Montreal with his party Captain Sherwood made a 
brief report to the Military Secretary. 


FROM CAPTAIN JUSTUS SHERWOOD TO CAPTAIN ROBERT 
MATHEWS. 


ve “MONTREAL 18th Septr. 1783. 
ir 

“I have been impatiently waiting here for Mr. Collins, this five days 
on Expense myself and party. He has at length arriv’d, and I hope we 
shall be off tomorrow. . Mr. Wright did not find it convenient to go with 
me, on which Lt. Johns! of the Kings Rangers & Ensn Bottum? of the 
Loyal Rangers are going. I have told these Gentlemen that they are not 
to expect any extra pay, but that I will defray their necessary expences 
while out.— 

“I intend to keep one of them always in the woods with a party, re- 
lieving each other once in Hight days; a sufficient time to Explore a tract 
of Country 50 miles in length from the water & 20 miles in breadth, by 

1Solomon Johns. 


2Wlijah Bottum, a native of Connecticut, but a resident of New York, when he joined 
Major Jessup, in whose battalion he served six years and a half, 
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this method of proceeding, I hope & believe Mr. Collins will be able when 
he returns to give His Excellency a more accurate account of that Country 
in general than he has ever yet had.”’ 
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(B 178, p. 260.) 


On arriving at Cataraqui Collins received Haldimand’s instructions to 
change the site of the proposed town, which he acknowledged at once. 


FROM JOHN COLLINS TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 
“CATARAQUI, October 2nd, 1783. 


“T have the honor of your Excellency’s favor of the 10th September 
by which I observe the Change your Excellency directs to be made with 
respect to the Situation of the Township near Cataraqui, and my receiving 
orders from Major Ross—Your Excellency may rest assured I shall con- 
form myself to them in every particular. 

“T arrived here Yesterday Evening in Company with Captain Sher- 
wood, &c., having had excessive bad Weather almost every day since I left 
Quebec—I waited on Major Ross and shewed him my Instructions. He 
advised, that as the Lands proposed for Townships were not yet purchased 
from the Savages, I should stop a few days till that was done, as a person 
was sent to bring them in for that purpose: In the meantime I shall employ 
myself in Surveying that Part fronting the Lake, and the other business 
recommended by your Excellency. 

“T have the Honor to be &c. 
“JOHN COLLINS.” 
(B 124, p. 45.) 


Captain Sherwood began a careful exploration of the neighbouring 
country at once and reported by the first opportunity. 


FROM CAPTAIN JUSTUS SHERWOOD TO CAPTAIN ROBERT 
MATHEWS. 


“A miles east of CATARACQUI, lith Octr. 1783. 

“Sir 
“T have but a few minutes notice of Mr. Frenches arrival, and inten- 
tion to go to Montreal tomorrow; and can only inform you that we found a 
tract of the best land I ever saw lying at the east End of the Lake St. Fran- 
cois and extending westerly near 20 miles above Oswagacha, then begins 
verv broken land which continues to Cataracqui—one Township Extend- 
ing 6 miles west from Cataracqui will be tollerable good Land—the next 
6 miles is bad land then begins good land (vizt. 12 miles west of Cataroc- 
qui) which continues to the Bay of Quinty, a sufficient Quantity of good 
land for six Townships; this tract I have Explored myself; and have this 
day sent Lt. Johns & Ensn. Bottum to Explore the Country 30 miles back 
from the Lake from Cataroqui to the Bay Quinty. I keep a daily Journal, 
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from which I hope to be able to give His Excellency a very particular des- 
cription of this Country, but have not time to make Any proper report at 
present. The climate here is very mild & good, and IJ think the Loyalists 
may be the happiest people in America by settling this Country from Long 
Sou to Bay Quinty. 
“Tam Sir, &c. 

“J. SHERWOOD.” 

“Captain Mathews.” 


(B 178, pp. 311-2.) 


Lieutenant French’s report was presented to Haldimand soon after his 
return to Quebec. 


THE JOURNAL OF LIEUTENANT GERSHOM FRENCH. 


“A Journal of Lieut. French’s Proceedings in Exploring the Lands on 
the Ottawa River from Carillon to the Rideau and from the mouth of the 
River to its source, from thence to the River Ganononcoué, and down the 
same to its Fall into the St. Lawrence about five leagues North-East from 
Cataraqui. 

“September 29th, 1783—Departed from Carillon with seven men of 
the Provincials, Two Canadians and an Indian Guide with two Bark Canoes 
to the Head of the Long Sault, about Twelve Miles Distance, steering West 
45 Degrees North in the General Course, myself with a party Travelled 
on the North side over a Tract of Land, laying between the River and 
Mountain at about two Leagues distance, a great part of which we found 
to be a good Soil, well watered with Small Streams, Timbered, Principal- 
ly with Beach, Maple and Birch, sufficiently level, and in every respect 
fit for Agriculture, the other parts are Rocky and uneven, but not to that 
Degree as to prevent a good Road being made, without any uncommon 
difficulty. 

“The Mountain on the North joins the River at the Head of the Long 
Sault. 

“30th.—Proceeding up the Ottawa, Steering West 5 Degrees South, 
about twelve Miles, sending out a Party on the South Shore, who Report- 
ed they had been a League, and that the Lands were bad consisting of 
Stony ridges, Timbered with Evergreens, and low Swamps. From thence 
we continued in the Same Direction about Ten Miles further, where I 
made an Excursion of a League South finding the Lands stony, a Bad 
Soil, and Timbered with Hemlock, Cedar, &c. 

“The Mountain in this Day’s Journey continues with the River on 
the North, and the South Shore is drowned in time of High Water. 


“October 1st.—Proceeded West 20 Degrees South to a Point called 
the Barrier at 18 Miles Distance, the Ottawa here is nearly a League in 
Breadth, inclosing several Islands of Considerable Extent, which as well 
as the South Shore are annually overflowed, and but a small portion of 
them are high Enough for Meadow Lands. 
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“A party sent out at the Barrier South, reported they had been Two 
Miles and found no Land fit for Tillage. 

“The Mountain leaves the North Shore about Ten:Miles before we 
arrived at the Barrier, from thence we continued steering West 15 De- 
grees South, 5 miles, Encamping on the North Shore, on a piece of Land, 
which raises above the high Water Mark, laying between the River and 
a Deep Marsh, about one mile back, and by tracing it a considerable dis- 
tance each way, found it Intirely level, of the best Soil, and timber- 
ed chiefly with Birch and Hickory. From behind the Marsh, the Land 
has an easy ascent towards the Mountain, which appears to be at 7 or 8 
Miles Distance. 

“A party sent at the same time on the South Shore Reported they 
had been more than a League, that after leaving the River half a mile, they 
raised on to high Lands of an Excellent Soil, Timbered with Beech, Maple, 
&c., clear of Rocks or Stones, and that the further they penetrated the 
more even and Fertile the Land appeared. 


“October 2nd.—Steered West 15 Degrees South 10 miles, from whence 
I sent a party to a Distance of a League on the South side who Report- 
ed they found the Lands rockey for a Quarter of a Mile and then it was 
good and Equal to what had been seen the day before. 

“In the same time I made an Excursion to North, found a Marsh 
behind at the distance of a Mile and half and the Land between that and 
the River to be of the best sort, from thence we continued about 8 Miles 
in the same direction to the River du Rideau, and by a Carrying Place of 
a Mile entered our Canoes into the River. 


“3rd.—A party sent South East from the Carrying place, Reported 
they had been a League, and found the Soil every where good and deep, 
Timbered with Maple, Elm and Butternutt, but did not discover any 
Springs or Water in their Route. 

“From the Carrying Place we steered up the Rideau South 15 Degrees 
West, five miles in deep still Water, and thence for about 7 Miles further 
in a Rapid Current. In this days Journey the Canoes were navigated 
by two men each, a party Travelled on each side the River, myself always 
being in one, changing sides occasionally, and frequently leaving the Shore 
at half a mile distance. 

“The Banks of the River in general raise about ‘l'welve feet above 
the High Water from thence the Land continues very Level, it is a Dark 
Soil 7 to 10 inches Deep, with a Sandy Loam below, clear of Rocks and 
Stones, Timbered with Maple, Beech, Birch, Elm, Butternutt, &c., with 
an Edging of Cedar and Pine always covering the Banks of the River, and 
wherever the Water is Rapid, the Shores are Lined with Lime Stone, in 
the Route there was two Excursions made on each side the River to the 
distance of a League in which myself and party’s found the Lands Every- 
where good, we Encamped at the entrance of a small Rapid river from the 
North West forming a convenient Mill Place. 


“Ath October.—Continued South 15 Degrees West for about Ten Miles 
in still deep Water where the Rideau receives another river from the 
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North West, from thence we had a Rapid Current for five Miles in the 
same direction. In this days Route, we proceeded as on the 3rd and found 
the Lands the Same, as well in our Excursions as on the shores of the 
River. 


“5th.—Proceeded steering South 45 Degrees West about 16 miles, 
in still deep Water, the River is here from 100 to 150 Yards Broad, the 
shores are low and overflowed in time of High Water to about 80 roods 
back where the Land rises high and is Equally good as that discovered 
the two preceeding Days. 

“A Considerable River Enters here from the East which leads to a 
Branch of the River de la Petite Nation, from whence the Indians have 
a Communication to Oswegatchie. 


“A party sent out from hence one League North West Reported they 
found the Soil and Timber the same as hitherto, but the Surface not 
so Level. At the same time I made an Excursion South East and found 
the Soil good with a few Pine and Hemlock Trees mixed with the Timber. 

“We continued steering South 60 Degrees West about 5 miles in 
Rapid Shallow Water, meeting with a Fall sufficient for Mills, the High 
Lands again join on the River, and is Stony and uneven for near half a 
mile back, where they are Level. 


“October 6th.— We proceeded South 25 Degrees West about four miles 
in Rapid Water, meeting with a considerable Fall and a Carrying Place 
of 400 Yards, from thence the Water is still for 5 miles in the same direc- 
tion with a Drowned Swamp about 50 Roods Broad on Each side the 
River, behind which the Land raises high, with a Gravelly Soil, Timber- 
ed principally with Beech and Stony, but not to that Degree as to render 
it unfit for Cultivation. 


“A party sent out on each side to the distance of two miles Report- 
ed they had found no Stones, more than half a mile back, and that the 
Soil was good. 

“From thence we continued South 45 Degrees West about 4 miles, 
the River is here very Crooked and Rapid, the Lands continuing Stony 
on the Shores, with a little gravel in the Soil and Timbered with Beech 
and Maple. 


“Tth—-A party sent from our Encampment on each side Reported 
they had been a League, and found no Stones at any Considerable dis- 
tance back, and that the Soil and Timber was equal in goodness to any 
seen before. 


“From thence we Proceeded South 45 Degrees West about 5 miles, 
where we met with Eight Falls in the Distance of a Mile from 4 to 10 
Feet each, and the River Divided by several Rocks and Islands forming 
very convenient places for Mills. Continuing in the same Direction for 
6 Miles further we entered into a Lake. The Lands in this days journey 
in general are Stony and uneven near the River, but level and good a 
little back. 
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“October 8th.—Proceeded South 40 Degrees West about 3 Miles in 
the Lake, from whence I made an Excursion South East of 2 Miles, find- 
ing the Soil and Timber good. 

“Proceeding 8 miles further South 45 Degrees West I sent a Party 
on the West Shore who Reported they had been three miles back and that 
the Lands were good and clear of Stones and Timbered as usual, from 
thence we continued South 45 Degrees West to a Narrows, at 5 miles 
distance, I here made an Excursion to the East, discovering no other 
alteration than a few stones in the Land. 


“9th.—We proceeded South 30 Degrees West 5 miles to the S.E. Point 
of the Lake, from whence by a Carrying Place of a Mile and a Quarter, 
we entered our Canoes into the River Gananoncoui. 

“The Lake is from one to three miles Broad, and the good Lands join 
on the Water at the Bottoms of all the Bays. The points setting into the 
Lake are Rocks and Stones, Timbered with Hemlock. 


“10th.—Proceeded down the (Gananoncoui, steering in a general course 
South 30 Degrees East to a small Lake, and by a River to a second, and 
a Carrying place to a 3rd Lake, and again by a River to the 4th Lake, from 
whence we had a Carrying place of a Mile & half, reckoning the whole 
distance about 16 Miles. The Land laying in this Route is intirely too 
rocky to Cultivate, the Timber is Pine, Cedar and Mountain Oak, the whole 
bad of its kind, at the Carrying places mentioned are good Mill places. 


“October 11th.—We proceeded South 20 Degrees East, 8 miles, with 
a Mountain on the W., and very high Ledges of Rocks on the E., from 
whence I sent out a Party on each side to the distance of five miles who 
Reported that they had not discovered any Land fit for Tillage, the whole 
being either very Rocky or Drowned Swamps. 


“12th.—Steered South 12 Degrees E. about 4 miles where the Gana- 
noncoui receives a River from the E. We continued in the same direc- 
tion 8 miles further in Dead Water, with large Marshes on each side and 
Ledges of Rocks between, from whence I sent a Party on the E., and went 
myself on the W., but did not discover any good Lands. 

“From this we continued about Ten Miles in the same Course, merely 
meeting with nothing but Swamps, Rocks and Stagnated Water. 


“13th.—A Party sent out on each side the River to penetrate 2 Miles, 
Reported they found no Land that was good. 

“From thence we proceeded, Steering 8S. in a strong Current about 
ten Miles, discovering a few small Tracts of good Land near the River, 
but scarcely sufficient in a place for a Farm, to a Fall of 10 Feet, where 
the Gananoncoui Discharges itself into the St. Lawrence about five Leagues 
N.E. from Cataraqui, where we arrived on the morning of the 14th. 


“From the Whole. 


“The Tract of Country from Carillon to the head of the Long falls 
on the North shore extending back to the Mountain may contain about 
20,000 Acres of Arable Land, which is sufficiently Well Watered by Small 
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Streams, and tho’ heavy Timbered with Beech, Maple, Birch, &c., is not 
so difficult to Clear as the Lands Timbered with Evergreens. 

“On the South Side of the Ottawa from a little above Point Barrier 
a Tract of good Land begins, at half a Mile back from the River and 
Continues up to the Rideau about 20 Miles. 

“On the North side there is a Considerable Quantity of Land border- 
ing on the Ottawa for the same distance of a Soil sufficiently rich to Pro- 
duce Hemp, Flax or Hops, Timbered with Birch and Hickory. 

“From the Mouth of the Rideau to its Head, a distance of at least 
Eighty Miles, the Lands are good on both sides the River and may be all 
cultivated, except a few Swamps and Stony ridges, which in the whole, will 
not amount to more than five Miles on a side. However there is not 
many Streams of Water to be found, back from the River, and the Lands 
fit for Meadows hardly bear proportion to the Plow Land, which latter is 
of the best Soil, and will produce Winter as well as all other sorts of 
Grain, and to the greatest perfection with proper Tillage. 

“The Timber is neither too heavy nor too light and in general is 
very Tall and Straight without any Underbush, and I should suppose that 
a Man will be able to clear, in the American Method an Acre fit for seed- 
ing in eight days. 

“From our entrance in the River Gananoncoui to its fall into St. 
Lawrence, I did not discover as much good land Conveniently situated as 
would serve one Farmer. 


“QUEBEC 29th October, 1783. G. FRENCH, 
“Lt. and Asst. Engineer.” 


(Dominion Archives, Haldimand Papers, B 31, pp. 31-41 and Colonial 
Office Records, Q, pp. 10-22.) 


This journal was supplemented almost immediately by a report from 
Lieutenant David Jones of Major Jessup’s regiment, who had been directed 
to make an independent exploration of land on both sides of the Ottawa 
river as far up as the Chaudiére falls. 


REPORT BY LIEUT. DAVID JONES. 


“A Description of the Country & Land on the River above Carryo &c. 
“Vizt. 

“Half a League above Carryo the land is good but somewhat Stoney, 
the Timber Maple & Beach, we proceeded up the Rapids, found three 
Carrying Places, the Land in many Places very good untill we got to the 
head of the Rapids, there Mountain Closes near the River about four miles 
from the Rapids on the North side of the Grand River. 

“From the above Red River the Mountains continue near the Bank 
of the River for about Half a League, then comes a bruley which continues 
about Two Leagues in length and 14 League in Breadth—Back are Barren 
Mountains The Soil in said Bruly is Clay except Nigh the River, there 
Sand, no Timber but Small Spruce Poplars. Above one League from thence 
Emptys Salmon River—Here the Banks are low and the Land much 
covered with water in time of Flood. Back of which the Lands uneven 
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& Intermixt with Seader Swamps which continues to the Mountains which 
is but a short space from the Drown’d Lands—the Timber on the lands 
Back is Pine, Spruce & Seader, it continues as above for a Bout Seven 
Leagues. Here the Land is Drown’d & full of large Bays & Swamps which 
continues almost to the little Nation from which we proceeded about Four 
Leagues to Madam Parrass but found the land low & much Cover’d with 
Water in time of flood, this place has Many large Bays seting Back a great 
Distance, the back of them being Rough, not fit for Cultivation—from this 
we proceeded on our way about Seven Leagues we past a small River But 
the Land as before—Many Bays, the land cover’d with Water in time of 
Flood—from thence we proceeded and in about half [a League?] come to 
the River Lettinoe from thence about a League to Shondear Falls still 
found the land to be low only at the River Lettinoe it appear’d to be good 
near the Bank of the Grand River but Back full of Marshes. 

“And as our Search has been on the North side of the Grand River 
we now Proceed Down on the South Side and Discover as follows from the 
Shudair Falls found the Land very Rough and Mountainous until we ar- 
rived at the River Redo here it appear’d more level But not fit for culti- 
vation. 

“The Timber is chiefly Pine, Seader and Hemlock and Remains such 
Down to the aforesaid Madam Parraus about seven Leagues, from thence 
found the land Good Down to the Little Nation, this good Land lys back 
and Extends In Length about four Leagues from thence three Leagues the 
Land is bad Full of Pine & Seader Swamps and Continues much the same 
for about Five Leagues or even to the Rapids. 

“DAVID JONES.! 

Endorsed “LIEUT.” 

“Report of Lt. David Jones 
on the Ottawa River 
“Rec'd the 81 of Octr. 
by Major Jessup.” 
(B 169, pp. 48-45.) 
A third report on the lands on the north side of the St. Lawrenee from 


Pointe au Baudet to Pointe au Baril by an unnamed explorer has also been 
preserved. 


ANONYMOUS REPORT ON THE COUNTRY BETWEEN THE 
SEIGNEURIE OF M. DE LONGUEUIL AND ISLE AUX GALLOTS. 


“Mr. Longueuil’s Line or W. Boundary is about a mile west of Point 
Baudet 

“The Land W. of the said Line to the Head of Point Mouillé Bay; 
being about seven miles in front, is interspers’d with Swamp and drowned 
Land having three Creeks falling into said Bay; at the same time about 
one Half of the Land is very good for three miles back, especially on the 


1He was a native of Connecticut, who had served for seven years in the Loyal 
Rangers and had been a farmer in New York and the owner of considerable landed estate 
in that province, which had been confiscated. Two of his brothers, John Jones and Jona- 
than Jones, were captains in the same battalion, and a third, Solomon Jones, was assistant 
surgeon. 
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above mentioned Creeks the Land is excellent, there is plenty of Pine on 
each of them about 8 miles & 14 back from the Lake; there is likewise 
about 300 Acres clear Meadow in the Bay, on which is very good Hay if 
cut early in the year.— 

“From Point Mouillé one mile and a half up the Lake, to a Creek 
which Empties itself into a small Bay, the Land is drowned and partly 
Hemlock and Ceader Swamp. The beginning of the good Land. From 
the last mentioned Creek for five miles up the Lake to the River Au Raisin, 
the Land is very good for two miles back, a few Swamps excepted about 
3 miles N. the Land is very wet and swampy. 

“The River Au Raisin falls into the Lake opposite to a very small 
Island about seven miles W. of point Mouillé. 

‘““‘We sailed up said River for five miles, its Course so far being N.W. 
from thence for three miles further up its course is N.—The Breadth of 
the River is very equal, being about 80 feet & from 10 to 8 feet deep— 
except six Shoals which are all capable carr[y]ing a loaded Batteau with 
a few loose stones being removed, within a 100 yards of the up[p]ermost 
Shoal is a Fall of 5 feet 8 inches, with a good situation for a Mill on each 
side and plainty of water—From the Lake to the Falls the Land for the 
most Part is bad, except some points and within a mile and a half of the 
Mouth of the River—The Land for seven Miles above is mostly broken 
Ground, Pine Ridges, Hemlock and Ceader Swamps. 

“At the Mill Falls! there is about 300 Acres of good Land. Two miles 
N.E. of the said falls grows the largest Ceader I ever saw. 

“On the South side of the River, one mile below the falls a Creek 
comes in, its course S.W. has a number of small Rapids, but unfit for a Mill. 

“We supposed that upon An Average there is Two Thousand Acres 
good Land on it within 3 Miles of the River. 

“There is plainty of good Pine on the River and plainty of excellent 
Lime Stone. I believe that on both sides of it, from the Falls to the Lake 
there is about 3000 Acres good Land. 

“From the River Au Raisin to the Mille Roshe, which I suppose to 
be about 13 miles in front; the Land is excellent for 3 miles deep, and 
where Creeks comes into the Grand River, the Land is good for six miles. 

“In almost every Place that I examined of the above mentioned Land 
[ found one foot and a half black mould with a Crown loom. 

“The wood is partly Maple, Hickory, Beech and White Oak, with a 
few Trees bitter Nutt. The Land is well watered by several small Creeks, 
but none large enough for a Mill except one which is near the Lake, but 
we found none sufficient for one. 

“At the Mil Roshes, there are two Places where a Mill can be built, 
the one on the N. side and other on the South side of the north Channel.— 
The Fall on the South side is but 50 yards from the North Shore. 

“From a little below the Head of the Mil Roshes to the Foot of the 
long Sault, the land for the most part is bad, having much broken Ground 
and a Pine Ridge, the Soil is light & stoney near the River, but a mile 
back the Land is good. 

“From the foot of the long Sault to a small River two miles above 


1At Williamstown. 
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it, the Land is good for five miles back especially on the small River, a 
few Ceader Swamps & Pine ridge excepted. 

_ “From the last mentioned Small River for two miles up the Grand 
River, to a small Creek is a pine Flatt, on which is excellent Timber, the 
said Flat runs about one mile North, at the back of which is good Land 
for three Miles further North. 

“From the small Creek to the Galloe, the Land for the most Part is 
as good as any I ever Saw, it is well watered with several fine Creeks; one 
of which comes in at the foot of the Rapid Pla, And has a fall of five feet 
with[in] 4 of a mile of the Grand River, the Land is good for five miles 
back and where the Creeks comes into the Grand River it is good for 
seven—Along the Grand River there is several good meadows, the Land 
is very level, the wood mostly Maple, Beech & Hickory. 

“On the Banks of the Creek there is plainty of Pine. I do not know 
exactly the distance from the Small Creek to the Galloe, but it must be 
upwards of 18 miles. 

“From the Galloe to Baril Point is 18 miles, in front the Land is 
good the whole way for three miles back, a few Swamps and Pine ridges 
excepted.— 

“This I had partly from Information as I did not go further than 
about two miles above Oswegatchie where I found the Land exceeding 
good.” 

Endorsed 

“Raport 
du Terrain que se trouve entre la Seigneurie de Longueuil 
Jusque a L’Isle Aux Gallots. 


$9 


“nar 
(B 169, pp. 46-50.) 

Captain William Redford Crawford of the Royal Regiment of New 
York had been detailed by Sir John Johnson to hold a council with the Miss- 
assauga Indians for the purchase of lands for settlement, and from an in- 
timate acquaintance with many of them in scouting expeditions was easily 
successful. Writing from Carleton Island on October 9, he said: 

“According to your directions I have purchased from the Mississaguas 
all the lands from Toniata or Onagara River to a river in the Bay of Quinte 
within eight leagues of the bottom of the said Bay including all the Islands, 
extending from the lake as far back as a man can travel in a day, the 
Chiefs claiming the land at the bottom of the Bay could not be got together 
at the present. I believe their land can be got nearly on the same terms, 
though this when I see them. 

“The consideration demanded by the Chiefs for the lands granted is 
that all the families belonging to them shall be clothed and that those 
that have not fusees shall receive new ones, some powder and ball for 
their winter hunting, as much coarse red cloth as will make about a dozen 
coats and as many laced hats. This I have promised they should receive 
as soon as I could get it and hope you will send the articles mentioned 
as soon as convenient.” 

The party sent to meet Lieut. French, although unsuccessful in that 
mission, had returned to Cataraqui with a favourable report of the country 
they had travelled through. 
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“The party which went to meet Lieut. French returned some days 
after his arrival here,’”’ Ross wrote to Haldimand on November 3. “They 
travelled about sixty miles, nearly a northern course. The lands in general 
are of better quality than those reported by Lieut. French on the banks 
of the River Gananocoui, which he has described as very barren. They 
did not touch upon that river—the Indians would go no further. 

“The weather has been exceedingly bad here lately—very unfavourable 
for carrying on the works, and in particular for Mr. Collin’s operations.” 

If any journal was kept by the exploring party mentioned, it does not 
appear to have been preserved. 

In consequence of the unusually heavy rains Collins was unable to 
report at the end of a month’s work that he had completed more than the 
survey of a single township. 


FROM JOHN COLLINS TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


“CATARAQUI 8rd November 1783. 
‘Sir/ 

“Through Captain Mathews I have had the Honor of your Excellency’s 
Commands of the 13th Ultimo, by which I find the weather with you has 
been similar to what we have had here—all the low lands on the small 
Rivers, which this Country abounds with, are covered with Water in such 
a manner as greatly to retard our Progress, all I have been able to do, 
has been to complete the Survey of one Township, the Plan and Report 
of which, I have the honor to transmit to your Excellency by this Con- 
veyance, with a Plan of Point Henry Surveyed by Mr. Cotte, accompanied 
with such Remarks as I hope will prove Satisfactory—Mr. Cotte has been 
constantly employed on that Business since his arrival here, but setts off 
tomorrow with Captain Sherwood and myself in order to lay out a Second 
Township which will be a few Miles above the first, the lands between the 
two are Stoney and unfit for Cultivation—Your Excellency will please to 
observe that the Township that I have laid out, is on the West Side the 
River Cataraqui, the Lands on the East Side back of Point Henery, by 
Capt. Sherwoods Report, are Stoney and Barren, and not more than Half 
a Dozen good Lotts could be found for some Miles back, which Report with 
the approbation of Major Ross, made me decline laying out a Township on 
the East Side the River. 

“Captain Sherwood and two Officers have been constantly employed 
from their arrival here till the 24th Ultimo, in exploring the Country on 
this Side the Lake a report of which I have likewise the Honor to enclose. 

“Mr. Holland from indisposition has not been able to attend me as yet, 
but will I expect in a few days—In the meantime your Excellency may 
rest assured that I shall exert my best Abilities in complying with your 
wishes and in expediting this Business as fast as possible, at the same time 
am very much affraid, that it will be greatly retarded by the badness of the 
Weather. 

“T have the honor to be &c. 
“JOHN COLLINS.” 
(B 124, pp. 45-7.) 


poet 
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Before this report was received and after having awaited in vain dur- 
ing the whole summer for instructions on the subject of the settlement 
of the loyalists Haldimand forwarded French’s journal in a letter to Lord 
North and announced his intention of proceeding with it at Cataraqui and 
accepting all responsibility. 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO LORD NORTH. 


“QUEBEC 6th November 1783. 
ENO 2.; 
“My Lord. 

“T have to express the great regret which I feel at not having received 
Dispatches from England. There are many things which I could wish to 
be informed by His Majesty’s Ministers for the Rule of my Conduct. I 
indeed know that the Intention of Government is to do everything in their 
Power to alleviate the Distresses of the Royalists and to procure for them 
and Families a comfortable subsistance; with this view I allow them Pro- 
visions, and have been under a necessity to provide many of them with 
Money and Cloathing. In order to exempt Government from these Ex- 
pences, I lose no time in preparing a Settlement for them at or near Cat- 
araqui—Since my last Letters I have Received a Report of some Intelligent 
Persons I sent to examine the Land on the Bank of the River Outawa &c., 
from Carillon upwards as far as Cataraqui. 

“T inclose a Copy of the Report and two Plans which will give your 
Lordship a better Idea of the Country than Words can. Iam happy to find 
that there are in the Gift of the Crown, Lands of so good a Soil and in a fa- 
vorable Climate, sufficient not only to settle the Provincial Corps when 
disbanded, but all such Royalists as may come from the Southward with 
a view to find an Asylum from the Tyranny and Oppression of their Coun- 
trymen. I foresee great advantages from this Settlement. The Six Na- 
tions wish it, the Royalists settled together in numbers will form a respec- 
table Body attached to the Interests of Great Britain & capable of being 
useful upon many Occasions. Their Industry will in a very few years raise 
in that Fertile Tract of Country great Quantities of Wheat and other 
Grains and become a Granary for the Lower Parts of Canada where the 
Crops are precarious and liable to be engrossed by a few designing and 
interested Traders; An Evil to be apprehended this Year, for Wheat is at 
present raised to the price of two Dollars per Bushel—Fisheries in Nova 
Scotia & the Island of Cape Breton considered as a national & Commercial 
Object are certainly preferable to Settlements where Agriculture is the 
Sole Prospect, but still Justice and Humanity require that the Loyalists 
should have a choice, and even advantages with Regard to the Fur Trade 
may result from the Settlement at Cataraqui. The Lands contiguous to the 
Fort, I have, to avoid any difficulty purchased from the Messessaga Indians 
for an inconsiderable Sum. I have not as yet received Reports in Conse- 
quence of the orders which I have given to examine. the Land on the North 
side of Detroit, tho’ I am well convinced that there is a Tract of good Land 
there and which can be easily purchased from the Hurons in case it should 
be found necessary. 
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“During the absence of Brigr. General Maclean, the command of Ni- 
agara and Dependencies has devolved upon Lieut. Colonel De Peyster as 
the Senior Officer in the Upper Countries, I have therefore ordered Lieut. 
Governor Hay to relieve Lieut. Colonel De Peyster at Detroit, and have 
given him Instructions to be very Particular in making an inquiry into 
the nature of the Soil &ca., on the North side of Detroit. 

“Your Lordship has already been made acquainted with the general 
State of this Country. Iam told that in the Petition which Some of His 
Majesty’s Antient Subjects have prepared to be presented to Parliament, 
they lay great Stress upon the Number of Loyalists who are to Settle in 
the Province, as an Argument in favor of the Repeal of the Quebec Act 
and for Granting a House of Assembly, but I have great Reason to believe 
these unfortunate People have Suffered too Much by Committees and 
Houses of Assembly, to have retained any Prepossession in favor of that 
Mode of Government, and that they have no Reluctance to Live under the 
Constitution established by Law for this Country. At the Meeting of the 
Legislative Council I intend to propose and recommend the Passing an Or- 
dinance for the Introduction of the Habeas Corpus Act or Some other Mode 
for the personal Security, which will put the Liberty of the Subject in that 
Respect upon the Same footing as in England, and which will remove one 
of the ill grounded Objections to the Quebec Act, for tho’ that Law had 
never been introduced into the Province, people were taught to believe 
that the Quebec Act had deprived the Inhabitants of the benefit of it.— 

“T have the Honor to be with the greatest Respect and Esteem 

“My Lord 
“Your Lordship’s Most Obedient 
“and Most Humble Servant 
“FRED. HALDIMAND.” 
“The Right Honorable Lord North.” 


(Q. 23, pp. 13-19.) 


Sherwood’s detailed report in the main was highly favorable and in 
places enthusiastic in its comments on the excellent quality of the soil, 
which he considered fit for any kind of cultivation. 


FROM CAPTAIN JUSTUS SHERWOOD TO CAPTAIN ROBERT 
MATHEWS. 


“MOUNTREAL 23d Nov. 1783. 
“Sir 
“T have this Evening arriv’d here with my party Excepting two men, 
whom I left at Cataracqui by their own request and Major Rosses consent. 
“T sett off Early tomorrow morning for St. Johns where I shall wait 
His Excellency’s further Commands. 
“As Mr. Collins has my report of the Country on Lake Ontario I shall 


not attempt to give any further description of it in this letter; but beg 
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leave to observe that Lt. Johns & Ensn. Bottum have very much Exerted 
themselves in Exploring the Country, which lys above Cataracqui and 
north of Quinty Bay. 
“I am Sir, &c. 
“J. SHERWOOD.” 
“Major Mathews.” 


(B 178, p. 316.) 


“CAPTN [JUSTUS] SHERWOOD’S JOURNAL FROM MONTREAL 
TO LAKE ONTARIO, NOTING THE QUALITY OF THE LAND FROM 
THE WEST END OF THE LAKE ST. FRANCOIS TO THE BAY 
KENT. 


“Septemr. 19th, 1783. Left Mountreal with Lt. Johns & two men of the 
Kings Rangers Ensn Bottum and 7 men of the Loyal Rangers proceeded 
up the river St. Lawrence in a Boat. 

“23rd. Arriv’d at the West end of Lake St. Francois which is about 
65 miles from Mountreal. 

“24th. Sent out a party to go by Land 3 miles back from the River, 
& to proceed 10 miles up the river and there wait for the Boat. We en- 
camp’d this Evening at Mille Roche 18 miles up from the Lake, here the 
Party Join’d us, they report that they went 4 miles back from the water, 
and that the Land is all the way of the best Quallity they ever saw, it being 
a black deep Mould entirely free from stones, Ledges, or Swamps, the Tim- 
ber is very thin but grows exceeding large and tall, it is a mixture of Beach, 
Maple, Elm, Basswood, Buttonut, White Oak, Hickory and some Pine. 
The Land is exceeding pleasant all along the shore, and there is a number 
of fine Islands in the river, but [there] is a great Scarcity of Water back 
from the River. 

“25th. Sent out a party to go by land; and proceeded this day 5 Lea- 
gues which brou’t us 2 Leagues above the Rapid Long Sou, here the party 
who went by Land Join’d us, they Report that they went 2 Leagues back 
from the River, that the Land is all the way exceeding good, the soil black 
and deep, mix’d with Clay and Loam, the Timber the same in Quallity as 
described yesterday. 

“Lt. Johns who was one of the party says he never before saw so fine 
a Country of Land for all kind of Cultivation, they cross’d a large Creek 
which emptys into the River Just at the head of Long Sou, about 2 miles 
up this they saw a very convenient place & falls for Mills, surrounded by 
a fine grove of Pine and White Oak timber. 

“26th & 27th. Proceeded about 28 miles to the head of all the Rapids, 
this place is call’d the Galloon and is about 3 Leagues below Oswagacha, I 
sent out frequent partys all this way, as before and their reports all agree 
in the excellent Quallity of the Land which is in general as above described, 
and the River all the way interspers’d with fine Islands, the soil and Timber 
exceeding good. 

“28th. Proceeded 5 Leagues the Land in this distance is not so good 
as above described, it being somewhat stoney, but the Soil is deep and rich 
and may be cultivated to great advantage, on the whole the Land may be 
said to be of the very best Quallity from the Lake St. Francois All the way 
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up the River 12 miles above Oswaygacha and would admit of at least 12 
Townships on the River, each 6 miles square but the six lower Townships 
would be the best of the twelve, indeed I think there cannot be better Land 
in America. 

“29th. I sent 3 men with 6 days provision to go by Land from two 
Leagues above Oswagacha to Catarockin. 

“30th. We arrived at Carleton Island there is a vast number of Islands 
between Oswagacha and this place but in general they Appear to be barren 
rock accepting one called Granadier Island which Appears to be fine Land. 

“October Ist. Arriv’d at Catarockin I came from Carleton Island to 
this place in a bark Canoe, I cross’d the Island call’d Long Isle this appears 
to be a very good Land nearly equal to the Long Sou, and from every in- 
formation I can get from my own people and others, who are good Judges 
of Land, I am persuaded here may be two very valluable Townships, one 
East and the other West of the Portage. 

“2d, 3d, & 4th. Went to view the Land from Catarockin to Six Nation 
Bay which is about 7 miles west this Township will in general be stoney 
on the Lake, but about a mile back the Land is good especially up little 
Catarockin, and between that and Six Nation bay the land is very good. 

“6th. the party who came by Land from 2 Leagues above Oswagacha 
Join’d us at Catarockin; they report that for the first six miles of their 
March the Land would admit of a tollerable good Settlement that this 
Township will be water’d by 3 fine Creeks, on one of which is a good place 
for Mills about 2 miles from the Lake—that all the rest of their march 
within 5 miles of Catarockin the Land was exceeding bad, being a constant 
succession of stoney Ledges and sunken Swamps altogether unfit for Cul- 
tivation, for 3 miles at least back from the Lake, that on the last 5 miles 
next to Catarockin the land was broken, but in many places was improv- 
able and would admit of a scattering Settlement, this day I went with the 
Boat to view the Land for 3 miles West of Six Nation Bay to be very 
broken and stoney for 3 miles back from the Lake, we encamp’d this night 
at a Bay 9 miles West from Catarockin, this we call Muddy Bay. 

“Tth. proceeded up the Lake, always keeping a party out by Land 2 
or 3 miles distance from the water; at about 314 miles from Muddy Bay 
we came to a very fine creek which the Indians call Mittabikitaga, or Stoney 
Creek, between this Bay and Creek the Land is very good except a small 
distance on the edge of the shore, which is stoney, but in general the 
stones do not extend more than 200 yards from the Water—and then be- 
gins very good Land, this river has two very fine falls, the uppermost not 
above a quarter of a mile from the Lake; from this we proceeded to the 
entrance of the Bay Quinty which is about 714 miles from Stoney Creek, 
the Land all the way for three miles back which is as far as we went, is 
extraordinary good for any kind of Cultivation, the Soil is deep and rich, 
the Timber is Beach, Maple, Elm, Basswood, with some Pine & White Oak. 
We went this afternoon up the Bay on a Course West by South about 18 
miles, here the Bay turns North by East as far as we could see, which we 
Judg’d to be 15 miles. The Bay in general as far as we went is about 2 
miles wide. We encamp’d this night by a small Creek the South side the 
Bay on the toungue of Land between it and the Lake the Land on the North 
side this Bay thus far is very good. 
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“8th. I sent Lt. Johns and one Man to explore the tongue of Land from 
our Encampment back to the Mouth of the Bay; and Ensn. Bottum with 
one man to find the distance due South Across the tongue to the Lake. 

“9th. This Morning Ensn. Bottum returned and reported that it is 
about 6 miles on a South line from our Camp to the Lake, the first 2 miles 
the Land is extraordinary good, as it is for 2 miles next the Lake, but 2 
miles in the middle is generally Cedar Swamps. We return’d this Even- 
ing to the mouth of the Bay, where we met Lt. Johns on the Point of the 
tongue, he reports that he thinks this tongue of land about 15 miles long, 
and about five miles wide in general, and the Land for about a mile and a 
half from the water on each side is very good, the Soil black & deep, very 
heavy timber’d, generally Maple, Elm & Basswood, with some large Pines. 
The middle is almost one entire Ceder and hemlock Swamp (or rather 
Grove) not too wet in general for pasture & meadow, the Soil very rich. 

“10th. returned to Catarockin. 

“11th. Went to look at the Country East of Catarockin, proceeded 15 
miles to a large river which the Indians call Cadarockin, near the mouth 
of this river is a water fall of about 20 feet perpendicular which forms the 
most convenient place for Mills I ever saw, the Land from Catarockin for 
5 miles down is broken & stoney but intermix’d with Glades of choice good 
Land, and Considering its vicinity to the Garrison it may be a valluable 
Township, but then the lots must be picked out wherever the good land can 
be found, for if they are laid & drawn for in regular form many men would 
get lots which would be Worse than none, from this Township to the river 
Cadarockin the land is altogether unfit for Settlement, being one continued 
bed of rocks, with intervals of sunken Spruce Swamps 2 miles from, the 
Lake, there may be a few good Farms on the Hast side Cadarockin river 
and there is 3 delightful little Islands near its mouth, but in general the 
Land is very bad on each side this river. 

“13th. return’d to Catarockin, and on our way explor’d the Island this 
begins 6 miles below Catarockin, is about 7 miles long by 2 miles wide, and 
in general is very fine land fit for any Cultivation. 

“14th. I sent Ensn. Bottum with the Boat to land Lt. Johns on the North 
side the Bay Quinty at the western extremity of the late Indian purchase 
from whence he is to proceed with the 2 men one days march north then 
East untill he falls in with the Cadarockin River, then down the River to 
the Garrison. Ensn. Bottum is to explore the Land 3 miles back from the 
Bay; from where he lands Lt. John to the East & West Angle which we 
have already explored. 

“15th. I went with two men in a bark Canoe up Stoney Creek with an 
intention to find its source, this Stream is very pure water, and so rapid 
that we were many times oblig’d to wade to our knees & draw the Canoe 
for an hour at a time. We proceeded up in this manner a day and a half 
which brou’t us About 6 miles north from the Lake; for one mile from the 
mouth of this Creek the Land is broken and stoney, but then begins delight- 
ful Land, and as far up as we went equally in Quallity to the Long Sou. 

“17th. The Logs in the river prevented our proceeding any farther by 
Water we took out the Canoe and I went north by Land about 3 miles which 
brou’t me in sight of a Lake, which appears to be 6 or 8 miles long and 
about half as wide; but a large sunken marsh prevented me from going to 
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it—here I began with my Compass to take the Angles of this Serpentine 
river guesing at the distance from Angle to Angle, & found it as follows— 

“From the great Swamp next the small Lake, the Creek run West 4° 
South 2 miles then S. W. 1 mile, then Wt. 34 mile then S 20 Rods, then 
S.W. 18 Rods, then S.E. 25 Rods, S.W. 27 Rods, Wt. 30 Rods, S.E. 17 Rods, 
S.W. 8 Rods, S.E. 80 Rods, South 10 Rods, S 15° Wt. 20 Rods, S. 25° Et. 
50 Rods, S.E. 45 Rods, Wt. 15° N. 90 Rods, Wt. 10 Rods, Wt. 18° N. 28 
Rods, S. 25 Rods, S.E. 80 Rods, N.E. 20 Rods, Et. 30 Rods, N.E. 22 Rods, 
Et. 33 Rods, N.E. 12 Rods, E. 29° N. 10 Rods, S.E. 15 Rods, 8S. 32° Et. 
90 Rods, S. 20 Rods, S.E. 60 Rods, S. 44 Rods, S. 7° E. 100 Rods, S.E. 56 
Rods. All this distance every Angle in the River forms the most beauti- 
ful bows of proper Intervals Land of the richest soil, and the upland bank 
for 2 miles on each side of the river is of the best kind, here the river runs 
through bad stoney land South 45 Rods to a fall which is about 7 feet per- 
pendicular, then S.E. 18 Rods a very rapid Current, then S 17° Et 30 Rods 
to another Cataract which falls at least 12 feet, then S 12° Et 24 Rods, 
then South 12 Rods to the mouth of the River. 

“This is a noble Stream and should be in the center of the Second 
Township and the lots be laid Et and Wt bounded on each side of it, from 
this far up the Bay Kenty as far as I have been is good land sufficient for 
four Townships, the tongue between the Bay and the Lake two Townships, 
the Isle Tonti one; the long Island two; so that from Catarockin 18 miles 
into Bay of Kenty, a distance of about 38 miles we may have 10 Town- 
ships (including two Islands) the land in general nearly equal to that on 
the Long Sou, and the climate much preferable.— 

“20th. I return’d to Catarockin. 

“23d October 

“Ensn. Bottum return’d and reports that after Landing Lt. Johns & 
party at de Mules house he proceeded to explore the Country from sd 
house on the Et side the Bay Quinty, back to its mouth, and finds the Land 
in general to be of the best Quallity. From the entrance of this Bay it 
bears South of Wt 18 miles to a point which he calls Oak point, here it 
turns to the Et of North about 3 miles, then a bay about a mile wide puts 
in near 3 miles to the East. About 3 miles still north puts in a Second bay 
to the East, near 4 miles; from this Bay which is about a mile and a half 
wide, they proceed’d still North about 314 miles to a third Bay near 2 miles 
wide which Mr. Bottum Judg’d to be 10 miles long, bearing S.E. from the 
mouth to the head,— from the head of this third bay he march’d du South 
about 2 miles which brou’t him to the Lake near one mile east of the en- 
trance or mouth of Quinty Bay, there is a number of fine Creeks puts into 
the heads of the above mentioned Small Bays which forms the most beauti- 
ful Land he ever saw, all the way from Quinty Bay to de Mules house, an 
extent of 30 miles. 

“From Messrs Johns and Bottums report compar’d with my Tour up 
Stoney Creek (which puts into the Lake 12 Miles West from Cataraqui) 
it appears that between Bay Quinty and a North line drawn from the 
Mouth of this Creek, lys a very extensive Country of Land equal in Quallity 
to the Long Sou, or any other part of North America. 


“J. SHERWOOD 
“Captn Loy] Rangers.” 
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Endorsed 

“Report and Journal 
“Capt. Sherwood Tour to 
Cataraqut. 
“Entered on Book D. No. 1 fol 24 & 29. 
“Also of Lieut. John’s— 
“Capt. Sherwoods report of 
the Country of Cataraqui 

To John Collins Esar. 

D. Surv’r Genl.” 


(B 169, pp. 15-23 and 29-30.) 


REPORT BY LIEUT. SOLOMON JOHNS. 
“DE MULAH HOUSE 19th Octr. 1783. 


“Lieut. Johns Journ’y thro the Wood from Bay Cantey to Cotoroqui. 

_ “Set out from said house and march’d N 2 miles and struck a large 

River that Came from N.E. and run to the S.W. We March up the River 

2 miles, and met with a pair of Falls on the River, we Judg’d them to be 

about 8 feet high, from that we march’d about 4 miles and encamp’d— 
Good Land the Day thro’.— 

“20th. We continued our Course 4 miles, then we altered our course 
& steared East. We march’d 8 miles and incamp’d. One Cedar Swamp 
about one mile, the Rest good Land.— 

“21. We continued our course East and march’d about 5 miles & struck 
a River that come from the N.W. and run to the S.E. on which is very good 
Falls for Mills, We Judg’d the Falls to be about 6 feet perpendicular 
with Rapids some way after, from that we march’d 2 miles and struck a 
Large River that Come from the N.E. and Run S.W. We march’d up the 
River about 1 mile in hopes to find a ford, but finding none, we maid a Raft 
and Crost the River, And March’d about 144 mile and encamp’d, good Land 
the Day thro’.— 

“22. We continued our Course and March’d 5 miles and Come to a small 
Creek that Come from the N.E. and Run to the 8.W. from that we march’d 
4 miles and struck another Small Creek, that Come from the N and run to 
the South, from that we marched about 11% mile and struck another small 
creek that Come from the N.E. and run to the 8.W. from that we march’d 
114 mile and struck a small Lake that Lay N.E. & S.W. We march’d down 
the Lake side to the S.W. about 114 mile when a River run out the same 
Course. We Followed that for 114 mile and encamp’d. Good Land the 
Day thro’.— 

“23th. It being a Stormy Day Lay still.— 

“24th. We maid a Raft and Crost the Creek we Judg’d the Creek to 
be about 150 yards wide, we then Continu’d our Course East and march’d 
414 Miles and Struck a River that come from the N and Run to the S. on 
which there is good falls for Mills. We Judged the falls to be 8 feet, from 
that we struck a large Cedar Swamp in about 34% miles which caused us 
to Turn our Course more to the N.E. which course we continued about 314 
miles and incamp’d, the Land the Day thro’ very bad being nothing but 
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Cedar Swamps & Stoney Ridges but a number of Butifull Springs Run- 
ning from the feet of the Ridges. 

“25th. We continued our Course East and march’d about 4 miles and 
struck a small Creek that come from the North and Run S. from that we 
march’d S by E 2 miles and struck the Road that leads from Cotoroqui to 
the Mills above. — 

“S. JOHNS 
“Lieut. K.R.” 
(B 169, pp. 26-28.) 


From these reports the governor’s project for an extensive settlement 
seemed to be entirely justified and an estimate was accordingly prepared 
of the quantity of land that would be required for the whole body of loy- 
alists on the basis at first established for its distribution. 

Meanwhile Lieut. Walter Sutherland of the Royal Regiment of New 
York, acting under the orders of Sir John Johnson, had been engaged in 
making a careful examination of the country from the seigneurie of M. 
de Longueuil as far up as Oswegatchie, from September 20 until November 
12, but it does not appear that he made any written report. 


“ESTIMATE of the Quantity of Lands that may be required to settle 
the K.R.R. New York, the Corps of Loyal, & Kings Rangers, and Refugee 
Loyalists in the Province of Quebec, including those who have lately ar- 
rived from New York. Vizt. 


Acres 

3 Field Officers 1000 ea. 3,000 

18 Captains 700 ea. 12,600 

Ist & 2nd 47 Subalterns & Staff 500 ea. 23,500 
Batn 120 Non Commissioned Officers 200 ea. 24,000 
K.R.R.N.Y. 842 Privates & Drummers 100 ea. 84,200 
700 (nearly) Women & Childn 50 ea. 35,000 

182,300 

3 Field Officers 1000 ea. 3,000 

7 Captains 700 ea. 4,900 

Loyal 24 Subalterns & Staff 500 ea. 12,000 
Rangers 60 Non Commission Officers 200 ea. 12,000 
449 Privates & Drummers 100 ea. 44,900 

56 Gentlemen on Pensions &c. 22,800 

690 Women & Children 50 ea. 34,500 

184,100 

1 Field Officer 1,000 

4 Captains 700 ea. 2,800 

Kings 5 Subalterns 500 ea. 2,500 
Rangers 18 Non Commission Officers 200 ea. 3,600 
195 Privates 100 ea. 19,500 

206 Women & Children 50 ea. 10,300 

39,700 


3447 356,100 
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2 Field Officers 1000 ea. 2,000 

Refugee 10 Captains 700 ea. 17,000 
Loyalists 22 Subalterns 500 ea. 11,000 
257 Masters of Families 100 ea. 25,700 

1518 Single men, women & Children 50 ea. 75,650 

5251 Total 477,450 

21 Seigniorys at 23,040 ea. 483,840 


Endorsed 


“Hstimate of Lands that may be required to Settle the Disbanded and 
Refugee Loyalists in Canada.—”’ 


(B 169, pp. 121-122.) 


“Rough Calculation of the Numbers of Loyalists to be settled And 
the Quantity of Land that will be wanted for Them. 


Acres 

84th Regimt. 17,975 
Ist Battn New York. 88,650 
2d Do. 59,432 
Loyal Rangers. 79,579 
Col. Butlers Rangers. 86,050 
Kings Rangers 34,837 
426,523 

Pensioners 29,100 

Acres 455,623 


“Exclusive of the Loyalists from New York & unincorporated in this 
Province.” 


Endorsed 


“Calculation of the number of Loyalists to be settled & the Quan- 
tity of Land required for Them.” 


(B 169, p. 120.) 


Previous to Collins’s survey a small area of land on the west side of 
the Niagara river had been surveyed for the occupation of sixteen families, 
under the instructions of Lieutenant Colonel John Butler, who was obliged 
to apply to Haldimand for the payment of the account, which had been 
refused by the Superintendent General of Indian Affairs and the command- 
ing officer of the upper posts. 


“An Account of Surveying and Expences Done by Allan McDonell at 
Niagara for Government. 
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April 4th & r) d 
To 2 Chain Bearers & 1 Marker 

at 4/ for 24 days— 14 8 0 

24 Days for Surveying— 10/ 12 0 0 

3 Draft Draw’d— 20/ 3 0 0 

for Expences— 204 0 

£32 2 ie 


“Rec’d the Contents of the 
above mentioned Bill 
for me Allan McDonell.” 


(B 169, p. 185.) 


In the course of the following winter Joseph Brant visited Quebec 
and informed General Haldimand that although the band of Mohawks led 
by Captain John and other chiefs had decided to settle at the bay of Quinté, 
the remainder wished to obtain a tract of land which he described as lying 
in the valley of the Grand River, and was recognised as being the property 
of the Mississagas. This application resulted in the following agreement. 


“SUBSTANCE of Captain Brant’s wishes respecting a settlement of the 
Mohawk & others of the Six Nation Indians upon the Grand River &ca. 


“That His Excellency the Comman- Sir John Johnson will be instruct- 

der in Chief should give the Superin- ed to purchase the Tract of Country 
tendant & Inspector General of Indian between the three Lakes Ontario, 
Affairs Instructions and impower Erie, & Huron, out of which, the 
Lieut. Col. Butler to purchase from Tract required by the Mohawks for 
the Messessagué or Proprietors a the Six Nations will be granted to 
Tract of Land consisting of about six them by a Deed.— 
miles on each side of the Grand River The rest will be reserved for Loy- 
called Oswego running from the River alists or any future Purpose. 
La Tranche into Lake Erie, for the 
use of the Mohawks and such of the 
Six Nations as are inclined to join 
them in that Settlement. Col. Butler 
is fully acquainted with the views & 
Inclinations of Capt. Brant & the Mo- 
hawks respecting this Settlement and 
only waits the General’s approbation 
to make the Purchase. The sooner 
this can be done the better, as they 
would remove this Spring, Time 
2nough to plant Corn &ca.—And Capt. 
Brant would propose that some of his 
Party be sent off upon this Business 
to Col. Butler as soon as he returns 
to Montreal. 

“The above mentioned Limits are 
only meant for the Indians of the Six 
Nations who may settle there, but a 
more considerable Tract of Land may 
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at the same Time be purchased on 
very reasonable Terms whereon to 
settle Loyalists or for any future 
Purpose. 


“As the Losses which the Mohawk 
Nation have sustained in their Settle- 
ments & Property by the Rebellion 
are very considerable, and have so im- 
poverished them as to prevent their 
Settling upon fresh Ground with any 
Vigour unless assisted by Govern- 
ment, They Request that His Excel- 
lency will be pleased to indemnify 
their said Losses, which have been 
faithfully ascertained and amount to 
near Sixteen Thousand Pounds New 
York Currency, or if any Delay should 
be necessary in this Business that he 
will in the mean time grant some part 
thereof for the aforesaid Purpose, to 
be distributed amongst them where 
assistance is most necessary in pro- 
portion to the Losses which have been 
sustained. The Nation has pressed 
Capt. Brant to be very solicitous upon 
this subject with the General. He 


therefore cannot help being anxious. 


for its success, having lost their whole 
substance and being deprived of every 
means of subsisting except by hunt- 
ing ;—They further request that until 
their Settlements shall be in some for- 
wardness, the Commander in Chief 
will assist them with a reasonable 
Quantity of Provisions. 

“Capt. Brant in this application 
does not by any means wish that 
Partiality should be shown to the 
Mohawks, he speaks in the behalf of 
the Six Nations in General and altho’ 
the Losses of the other Nations have 
been infinitely less considerable than 
those of the Mohawks, he is equally 
solicitous that they should be con- 
sidered, which, from his own know- 
ledge & the Conversations he has had 
with Sir John Johnson & Col. Butler, 
he thinks may be done to their satis- 
faction by an Ample supply of Cloath- 
ing & he wishes this to be done before 
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“His Excellency the Commander in 
Chief sensible of, & satisfied with 
the merit and Services of the Mo- 
hawks & others of the Six Nations 
who have been firm in their Allegi- 
ance to the King thro’out the War, 
will not fail to recommend to His 
Majesty in the strongest Terms, that 
Indemnification be made, for their 
Losses but until he shall receive 
Instructions for this purpose, he 
cannot take upon him to do it, he 
will nevertheless in order to relieve 
their present distress himself risk 
advancing to the Mohawks on the 
Account of the Losses they have sus- 
tained fifteen hundred Pounds New 
York Currency & Sir John Johnson 
will have directions to forward the 
Cloathing required as a Gratification 
for the Six Nations in General as 
soon as the navigation will permit. 


“Provisions will also be allowed, 
for a reasonable time in such Pro- 
portion as the Quantities in Store & 
the vast Consumption occasioned by 
victualling the Loyalists could possi- 
bly admit of, some utensils for set- 
tling will also be furnished with 
every aid that can be given for the 
speedy & happy re-establishment of 
such of the Six Nations Indians as 
have been driven from their former 
Habitation.” 

hy. HH” 
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the Meeting with the American Com- 
missioners shall take Place, as well 
to Content the Indians, as for Partial 
Measures.” 
Endorsed 
“Substance Requisitions 
by Captn. Brant.” 


(B 169, pp. 131-134.) 


About the middle of November orders from the War Office were re- 
ceived directing the disbandment of all provincial regiments before Decem- 
ber 25. These instructions could not be carried out in respect to the de- 
tachments stationed at the upper posts and were necessarily suspended 
until the following summer. All those in the district of Montreal were 
formally disbanded on the day before Christmas but allowed to occupy 
their former quarters and draw subsistence for themselves and their 
families until more definite instructions were obtained. The main body 
of the Royal Regiment of New York was then at Montreal but detachments 
were at Coteau du Lac and Lachine. The Loyal Rangers and King’s 
Rangers were widely distributed at Chambly, St. Jean, the blockhouse at 
Pointe au Fer on Lake Champlain and several other blockhouses at Ver- 
chéres and on the Yamaska river. Many unembodied loyalists were quar- 
tered at Sorel, Machiche, Three Rivers, and in the city of Quebec awaiting 
their fate with extreme anxiety. The “additional instructions”, approved 
on the 16th day of July 1783, were received by Haldimand in the middle 
of November. They were not as liberal as those promised to the Royal 
Highland Emigrants on enlistment and were disappointing to the loyalists 
generally as they had been framed in conformity with the system of land 
tenure prevailing in the province of Quebec. The lands allotted for new 
settlements were to be formed into seigneuries and the settlers were to 
hold their allotments as tenants of the King. 

“Whereas many of Our Loyal Subjects Inhabitants of the Provinces, 
now the United States of America, are desirous of retaining their Alle- 
giance to Us, and of living in our Dominions, and for this purpose are 
disposed to take up and improve lands in our Province of Quebec; And 
We being desirous to encourage our said Loyal Subjects in such their 
Intentions, and to testify our approbation of the loyalty to Us, & Obedience 
to our Government, by alloting Lands for them in our said Province; And 
whereas We are also desirous of testifying our approbation of the Bravery 
and Loyalty of our Forces serving in our said Province, and who may be 
reduced there, by allowing a certain quantity of Land to each of the Non- 
Commissioned Officers and private Men of Our said Forces, who are inclined 
to become settlers therein. It is Our Will and pleasure, that immediately 
after you shall receive this Our Instruction, you do direct our Surveyor 
General of Lands for our said Province of Quebec, to admeasure & lay 
out such a quantity of Land as you with the advice of our Council shall 
deem necessary & convenient for the Settlement of our said Loyal Subjects, 
the non Commissioned Officers & private Men of our Forces which may 
be reduced in our said Province, who shall be desirous of becoming 
Settlers therein; such Lands to be divided into distinct Seigneuries or Fiefs, 
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to extend from two to four leagues in front, and from three to five leagues 
in depth, If situated upon a Navigable River, otherwise to be run square, 
or In such shape and in such quantities, as shall be convenient & practicable 
—and in each Seigneurie a Glebe to be reserved and laid out in the most 
convenient spot, to contain not less than 300 nor more than 500 acres; the 
propriety of which Seigneuries or Fiefs shall be and remain vested in Us, 
our Heirs and Successors, and you shall allot such parts of the same as 
shall be applied for by any of our said Loyal Subjects Non-Commissioned 
Officers & Private Men of our Forces reduced as aforesaid, in the following 
proportions; that is to say 

“To every Master of a Family One Hundred Acres, and Fifty Acres to 
each person, of which his Family shall consist. 

“To every single Man Fifty Acres. 

“To every Non-Commissioned Officer of our Forces reduced in Quebec 
Two Hundred Acres. 

“To every private Man reduced as aforesaid One Hundred Acres. 

“And for every Person in their Family Fifty Acres. 

“The said Lands to be held under Us Our Heirs & Successors, Seigneurs 
of the Seigneurie or Fief in which the same shall be situated, upon the 
same terms, acknowledgements and services, as Lands are held in our said 
Province under the respective Seigneurs holding and possessing Seigneuries 
or Fiefs therein; and reserving to Us our Heirs and Successors from and 
after the expiration of Ten years from the admission of the respective 
Tenants, a Quit Rent of one half penny P Acre.” : 

Haldimand did not consider it advisable to do more at that time than 
acknowledge their receipt, which he did in the following letter to Lord 
North, who had become Colonial Secretary on 18 April, 1783. 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO LORD NORTH. 


“QUEBEC, November 18th, 1783. 
“No. 265. 
“My Lord. 

“T have had the Honor to receive yesterday by way of Halifax Your 
Lordship’s Letters of the 12th May, 16th & 24th July, 7th & 8th August 
last. It is to be regretted that the Dispatches were detained at Halifax 
from the 20th of September to the 10th of October, as from my having 
received them so late in the Season, it will not be in my Power to give 
Your Lordship communication of my Sentiments relative to the contents 
of them as the only two remaining Vessels sail from this Port to-morrow 
or next day. 

“The nature of this climate and the advanced season will not permit 
my carrying into immediate Execution His Majesty’s Orders relative to 
the disbanding the 1st Battalion of the 84th Regimt., the 2nd Battn. of Sir 
John Johnson’s, and the Corps of Rangers, commanded by Lieut. Colonel 
Butler, as the Posts of Oswego, Cataraqui and Carleton Island, are Gar- 
risoned by the two former and the latter at Niagara and Detroit, but Your 
Lordship may depend upon my doing everything in my Power not to lose 
a moment in executing His Majesty’s orders on that Head. 
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“T have the Honor to enclose a List of the Provincial Corps serving 
under my command.” 


(Q 23, pp. 32-6.) 


“List of the Provincial Troops in Canada, serving under His Excellency 
General Frederick Haldimand. 


When No. of When 
Corps. Raised | Companies Complete 

“Ist Battalion King’s Royal |19th June 29th Nov. 
Regiment of New York. LG 10 1780. 
2nd Battalion King’s Royal|21st July Never entirely 
Regiment of New York. 1780 10 complete. 
Lieut. Colonel John Butler’s/ 15th Sept. 17th Sept. 
Corps of Rangers. a a A 10 1781. 
Major Edward Jessup’s Cena 12th Nov. | 12th Nov. 
of Loyal Rangers. 1781. 10 1781. 
Detachment of King’s Rangers, | 25th Nov. 25th Nov. 
commanded by Major Rogers.) 1781. 3 1781. 


“Number of companies 43.” 
(Q 23, p. 36b.) 
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Pate oe) Ee Ewin. 
FROM SIR GUY CARLETON TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 
“NEW YORK 4th June 1783. 


ug: “Received 24th by Lieut. Thomson R. Arty. 
ir 

_ “The Condition of His Majesty’s Faithful Subjects who have been 
driven from their Estates, and have suffered every other Inconvenience on 
account of their Loyalty and Services, demands the most benevolent Con- 
sideration.— 

“Many Thousands of these have already been induced to seek an 
Asylum in Nova Scotia where Grants of Lands are to be made them with- 
out Quit Rents, as I hope and have recommended, or Fees or Expences of 
any kind, a years Provisions has likewise been given them together with 
other necessary Aids and Assistance; and from this measure I hope that 
the Province itself will draw much future Opulence and Strength. 

“There are others, Sir, of the above description in Number about Two 
Hundred Families as I am informed who wish to pass into Canada, & find 
Grants and Habitations there, and I think it my Duty, Sir, to recommend 
in the strongest Terms to your Excellency’s Consideration, the making 
Grants of Land to those Persons in the Neighbourhood of frontenac, where 
they are desirous to settle, and without any Reservation of Rents or the 
Payment of any Fees or Expences whatever, to which I hope your Excel- 
* lency will add Aid of a years Provisions in like manner as has been given 
in Nova Scotia, as also other Aids and Assistance within your Power, & 
as the Necessities of these deserving People in their Condition of Settlers 
may require, they being undoubtedly entitled to all the Protection and 
Assistance we can give them.”! 


(B 146, pp. 63-4.) 


FROM SIR GUY CARLETON TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


NEW YorK July 5th 1783 
Sir, 

In my letter of the 4th Ulto. I informed your Excellency that about 
Two hundred Families of distressed loyalists were desirous of passing from 
hence into the province of Canada to solicit your Excellency for grants of 
land in the vicinity of Frontenac. 

I now enclose a return of such persons, who are embarked and will sail 
in a few days, they are formed into Eight companies of Militia under the 
Officers whose names are mentioned in the Return. 


1A considerable number decided to seek homes in the island of Abaco in the Bahamas 
and on 10th August, 1783, Brook Watson, the Commissary General, reported that “near 
a thousand souls were ready to embark.” Philip Dumaresg, a Boston loyalist, was 
appointed to supervise their settlement and supply them with provisions for six months. 
Similar instructions were issued by Carleton to General McArthur to give them all neces- 
sary assistance and protection. Eventually 1458 persons were embarked for Abaco in 
August and October, 1783. 
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I enclose also the forms of temporary Commissions, which I have 
given those Officers, to be in force until further directions shall be given 
by your Excellency for their regulation. 


(B 148, p. 158.) 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SIR GUY CARLETON. 


7th July 83. 
Sir 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Letters of the 4th and 5th 
Ultimo (by Lieut Thompson) communicating His Majesty’s Commands to 
You respecting the return of the German Troops to Europe and your hav- 
ing, in consequence thereof, determined to send those belonging to the 
Canada Establishment directly to the downs, instead of Canada as it was 
at first intended. Having received a similiar Order respecting the German 
Troops here, I am preparing to embark them, and as they are to rendez- 
vous in the Downs, they will be joined by the Troops from the Southward 
belonging to them.— 

Influenced by a Sense of the Services and Sufferings of the unfortunate 
Loyalists and of the cordial Attention and Assistance which they merit 
from Government, I have long since taken every preparatory Step in my 
power to afford those of them within my knowledge every Succour this 
Province, as an Asylum, can produce; and if the Families mentioned in 
your Excellency’s Letter should continue in their Resolution of coming into 
this Province, They will meet with the like Reception, confident that, altho’ 
I have not yet received any Instructions upon that Subject, My Endeavours 
to fulfil His Majesty’s benevolent Intentions for the Protection & Relief 
of these His distressed People, will be honored with His Royal Approbation. 


(B 148, pp. 161-62.) 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO COLONEL MACBANE. 


QUEBEC 16th Augt. 1783. 
Sir/ 

Upon My Arrival here I find that the Small Pox and Measles are 
aboard the Transports lately Arrived from New York with Loyalists. They 
are now on their way to Sorel, & I write by this opportunity to Dr. Barr 
to proceed immediatly to that Place with proper Assistance for their 
Relief, and to take Every possible Precaution to prevent the Contagion 
from spreading Amongst the Inhabitants—in which you will give him 
every Aid in your Power by Guards to prevent Communication with the 
Island or otherwise— 

Whatever Sick there are in the Hospital at present, may be removed 
to the Fort, in order to give it up entirely to the Loyalists, but in this, 
And other matters you will be pleased to consult with Mr. Barr, & act for 


the best. 
(B 1389, p. 349.) 
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MEMORIAL FROM LOYALISTS AT SOREL. 
“SOREL the 18th of January 1784. 


“His Excellency Lieutenant Genl. Frederick Haldimand Governor & 

Commander in Chief in and over His Majesty’s Province of Quebec, &c. &e. 

“The Petition of the Subscribers Loyalists now residing at Sorel on 
behalf of themselves & others. 

“Most Humbly Sheweth 

_ “That the Petitioners previous to their Departure from New York for 
this Province were given to understand by His Excellency Sir Guy Carleton 
through the channel of Colonel Willard and others whom His Excellency 
was pleased to appoint as a Board to examine into the Justice of the claims 
of distressed Loyalists & their Families passages to Nova Scotia or else- 
where within His Majesty’s Dominions that each & every of us our Wives, 
Children or Domestics whether Bound or free so recommended and approv- 
ed of by said Board, should in every respect be put on same footing with 
other suffering Loyalists who had gone to Nova Scotia and that provisions 
and cloathing should be deliver’d at or shortly after our arrival in Canada 
to each Family as they stood on the Muster rolls made under the inspection 
of Persons appointed by the aforesaid Board for that purpose a day or 
two before our sailing; and that without any Discrimination of our respec- 
tive Servants whether White or Black bound or free. These Provisions 
and cloathing for our Servants in particular we Humbly Conceive His Ex- 
cellency was pleased to promise from a knowledge of our great sufferings 
and losses sustained on account of our Loyalty and attachment to His 
Majesty & the British Constitution for which we have sacrificed our all; 
as well as to enable us the better to go through the Difficulties which he 
knew in forming a settlement in a strange Country. 

“With this promise we embarked for this place recommended to and 
looking up to your Excellency as our only benefactor in relieving our dis- 
tresses and hearing our Complaint. 

“We therefore humbly beg leave to acquaint your Excellency That 
our poverty in our present situation is such as Exposes us to every incon- 
venience arising from the Inclemence of the present season for want of 
clothing, numbers of us having scarcely a whole Garment or a comfortable 
Blanket and find no hope of relief but from this application to your Excel- 
lency. 

vorhe Petitioners being thus in the greatest distress in a strange Coun- 
try not within the reach of Relations who might administer Relief, nor 
one days Labour to be had at this Season for ourselves or Servants, Hum- 
bly pray your Excellency would be pleased to take their distressed situa- 
tion into consideration by removing the cause of their present complaint. 
which will prevent Numbers from suffering for want of Clothing. And 
the Petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray. 

“John Johnson, Leonard Conine, John Claw, Henry Gresham, Casper 
Halenbeck, Folkert Strong, John Cole, junr., Derrick Van Norman, Wil- 
liam Eyler, Frederick Lampman, Coen Vandusen, John Cole, Barent Lewis, 
Peter Lampman, Mattw. Buckley. 

“The number of suffering souls belonging to the above Petitioners is 


upwards of Sixty.” 
: (B 138, pp. 331-4.) 
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PETITION OF MICHAEL GRASS AND OTHERS. 


“SOREL the January 1784 

“ His Excellency 

Lieutenant General Frederick Haldimand Governor & Commander 
in Chief &c. &e. 

“The Petition of the Subscribers Loyalists from New York on Behalf 
of themselves & others. 

“Most Humbly Sheweth 

“That the Petitioners with a number of others under their Direction 
did sail from New York for this place with a full Intention of Forming a 
settlement at Cataroque under the direction & Auspices of your Excel- 
lency where they might Enjoy the Blessings of Freedom & the British 
Constitution— 

“That the Petitioners on their arrival here did apply to your Excel- 
lency to have the Lands at & a Round Cataroque Purchased of the Indians 
for their use with which your Excellency was pleased to comply. 

“That the Petitioners Anxious to forward as much as in them lays 
everything Preparatory to their going to their Intended Settlement thought 
best to lay before your Excellency for consideration such things as they 
Humbly conceive will most Conduce to forward that Business & best. suit 
their present Indigent Circumstances— 

“The Petitioners therefore Humbly Beg leave to present to your Ex- 
cellency the Inclosed requisition praying to Grant them such relief therein 
as your Excellency may seem meet & the Petitioners as in duty Bound 


will ever pray. “Michael Grass. 
“Danl McGuin? 
“John Everitt? 
“Peter Ruttan‘ 
“Abraham Maybe 


“James Gale. 
Endorsed “Memorial of Mr. Michael Grass & Loyalists from New 
York. 
“Rec'd 2d March 


1784. 
(B 215, pp. 183-4.) 


1Michael Grass presented a claim to the Commissioners for the settlement of loyalist 
losses at Montreal on 29th February, 1788 in which he stated that he was a native of 
Germany and came to America in 1753. He resided in Tryon county when the rebellion 
began and supported the government from the first. In 1777 he went to New York and 
was appointed a first lieutenant in one of the city companies of militia in 1780. Before the 
evacuation he was appointed captain of one of the loyalist companies going to Canada 
and was employed in settling above 900 persons at Cataraqui. A marginal note by the 
Commisioners reads: “A very good man.” 

(Second Report of Ontario Bureau of Archives, 1904, p. 1258.) 

2He had been a farmer, storekeeper, and manufacturer of potash near Newboro in 
Ulster county, N.Y. and received a commisssion as a lieutenant in the loyalist regiment 
commanded by Colonel Edmund Fanning, and was afterwards appointed a captain of 
associated loyalists. 

3Captain of associated loyalists. 

4Had resided in Bergen county, N.J. In December, 1776, he joined General Howe 
with sixty recruits for the fourth battalion of the New Jersey Volunteers and afterwards 
recruited forty men for Colonel Bayard. 
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“To His Excellency Lieutenant General Haldimand Governor & Com- 
mander in Chief, &c., &c. 


“The request of the Companies of Associated Loyalists going to form 
a Settlement at Cataraque. 

“That Boards, Nails and Shingls be found each Family for Compleat- 
ing such Buildings as they shall see Cause to Erect for their Convenience 
at any time for the space of Two years from & after their first Arrival 
at Cataraque with Eighty Squares of Window Glass to be delivered shortly 
after their arrival there. 

“That Arms & Ammunition with one Felling Ax be allowed for each 
Male Inhabitant of the age of fourteen years 


One Plough shear & Coulter 
Leather for Horse Collers 
Two Spades 

Three Iron Wedges 

Fifteen Iron Harrow Teeth 


Three Hoes 

One Inch & half Inch Auger 

Three Chisels (sorted) Be allowed 
One Gouge Each Family 


Three Gimblets 

One Hand Saw & Files 

One Nail Hammer 

One Drawing Knife 

One Frow for splitting Shingles 
Two Scythes & one Sickle 

One Broad Ax 


One Grind stone allowed for every Three Families. 

One years Clothing to be issued to Each Family in proportion to their 

oy umbers in the different species of Articles Issued to those gone to Nova 
cotia. 

Two years Provisions to be found to Each Family in Proportion to their 
[Number] and Age. 

Two Horses, Two Cows, and six Sheep to be delivered at Cataroque to Each 

Family at Government’s Expence. The Cost of which to be made known 

at delivery To the End that the same may by a Moderate Tax, be again 

repaid to Government at the End of Ten years if required—Our present 

Poverty & Inability to Purchase these Articles as well as our remote situa- 

tion when there from Wealthy Inhabitants, will we hope pleed our Excuse 

in this respect. 

“That seeds of different kinds such as Wheat, Indian Corn, Pease, 
Oats, Potatoes & Flax seed be given to Each Family in quantity as His 
Excellency may think Proper. 

“That one Blacksmith be Established in each Township & found with 
Tools & Iron for Two years at Government Expence for the use of the 
Inhabitants of each Town. 


42 LOYALIST SETTLEMENT 


“That a Grant under the Great Seal of the Province of Quebec be made 
to the said Associated Companies for as much of the said Lands at Cataro- 
que as they may settle so as to ensure them from & against any Prior 
Location of such Lands. 

“That when said Lands are so Granted a Charter be also Granted in 
the Name of the Associated Companies, Permitting to Erect or Build a 
Borough, Town or City Corporate on Cataroque side, which Borough, Town 
or City Corporate shall be called and known by the Name of as His 
Excellency shall please to order; To which Borough, Town or City Corpor- 
ate & the Citizens thereof shall be Granted such Rights and Immunities to 
all Intents & Purposes as were Granted to & Enjoyed by the Citizens of 
New York when under His Majesty’s Government.— 

“That the vacant Lands fronting the Lake & not included in the 
survey of the first Township be surveyed & Granted for the Benefit of 
said Township; as Assistance in supporting a Minister and School Master— 

“That Batteaus & Canadians who understand navigating the same be 
allowed at Government’s Expence for the Purpose of Transporting their 
respective Families and Bagage to the Place of their destination— 

“And in as much as the said Associated Companies have for years 
past nobly contended for the support of that Constitution or Form of Gov- 
ernment under which they have long Enjoyed Happiness, & for which they 
have at last sacrificed their All, Tis therefore their Earnest Wish & desire 
that His Excellency for their Better Government & Good order when they 
arrive at the Place destined for their Settlement would be Pleased to Es- 
tablish among them, a Form of Government as nearly similar to that 
which they Enjoyed in the Province of New York in the year of 1763 as 
the Remote situation of their new settlement from the seat of Govern- 
ment here will at present Admitt of And that Persons Chosen out of their 
own Body be appointed & vested with Power before their departure from 
hence to carry the same into Execution when there. 

“SOREL the January 1784.” 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 
“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 22d January 1784. 


oir; 
“The desire I have to fulfill as soon as possible His Majesty’s gracious 
Intentions respecting the settlement of the Corps of Loyalists in the Pro- 
vince makes it necessary that all arrangements and Preparations for that 
purpose should be made without loss of time, so as to have everything 
ready for their departure to their several destinations as early in the 
spring as the season will permit, and as the first step in the settlement 
must be to ascertain the number of persons & Families to be settled, in 
order to make a proper distribution of the Lands to be granted; I have 
to desire that you will, as soon as possible, transmit a Return to me of 
the officers & men, specifying the numbers of their Family, who served in 
the first Battalion of your Regiment and who are desirous of settling in 
this Province upon the Terms His Majesty has been pleased to offer. I 
must request your particular attention to the accuracy of this return, to 
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the End that His Majesty’s Instructions may be strictly complied with and 
at the same time that every justice may be done to the settlers. Mr. De 
Lancey will have directions to transmit to me similar Returns of the un- 
incorporated Loyalists.” 


(B 63, p. 52.) 


FROM MAJOR ROBERT MATHEWS TO STEPHEN DE LANCEY. 


a “HEAD QUARTERS, QUEBEC, 22d January, 1784. 
66 ir 
“His Excellency the Commander in chief being desirous that every 
arrangement and Preparation necessary to the settlement of the Refugee 
Loyalists in this Province should be made as soon as possible in order 
that they may proceed to the lands that shall be allotted to them as early 
in the spring as the season will permit I am commanded to signify to you 
His Excellency’s desire that you will without loss of time make out and 
transmit to him a return of those Loyalists who have not been incor- 
porated in Corps, and who wish to avail themselves of the Provisions His 
Majesty has been pleased to make for them in this Province. As the 
Distribution of the Lands will depend upon the Ranks & numbers of those 
to be provided for, His Excellency desires you will be very particular in 
your inquiries and description of the Families. To make this Business 
more easy to you, His Excellency has directed the officers who commanded 
the Provincial Troops to transmit to head Quarters similar Returns of 
their respective Corps as soon as possible. 
AM ae. 
“R. MATHEWS. 
“Tit. French has Instructions to repair upon Business to Head Quar- 
ters, but as you will have occasion for his assistance in making up the 
Return herein mentioned he is to remain until that shall be finished; this 
is an additional Reason for His Excellency to desire you will expedite it 
as much as possible, 
eR Me? 
(B 63, pp. 50-1.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO MAJOR JESSUP. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 22d Jany 1784. 
Private 
“Sir? 

“The official Letter which this will accompany relates entirely to the 
Corps of Loyalists late under your command, but from the confidence and 
good opinion which the Commander in Chief has always entertained of 
you, His Excellency expects that your information upon the subject of the 
Loyalists that are to settle will not be confined to the Return called for,— 
So much depends upon a Judicious distribution of those People according 
to their Dispositions, characters, and connections with each other, that too 
much pains cannot be taken in a research of such consequence, and His 
Excellency Hopes you will qualify yourself as much as possible, to give 
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him this necessary assistance—-You may depend that whatever shall pass 
between you upon that Subject will never transpire, and His Excellency 
can have no view in gaining this Information, but to promote the future 
Happiness of the Settlers—You are Allready informed of His Excellency’s 
wish to see you here with Captain Sherwood, but as the Business of your 
Journey cannot be compleated without the Return mentioned in my Letter 
of this date, the General desires you will use all possible dispatch in mak- 
ing it and come down as Soon after as possible. 

“Drop a Line to Captain Sherwood to let him know when you set out 
that you may be here about the Same time.” 


(B 65, pp. 1-2.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 
“MONTREAL 25th Jany. 1784. 
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“T had long before the reduction of my first Battalion, ordered the 
Returns required by your Excellency to be given in, but have only received 
those of seven Companies, but expect the remainder in a few days; from 
the Number of the seven Companies and the General Inclination of the 
Rest, I am persuaded they will require four Townships if not more—If 
your Excellency approves of it I can get two good Surveyors here, who 
would go up Immediately to lay out the Town and Township—Many of the 
People wish to make a beginning Immediately in the Town, and indeed in 
the Townships, were the Lotts laid out— 

“T shall agreeable to your Excellencys permission go up and Chuse a 
place for Myself, and set some of my own Servants to Work, which I flatter 
myself Will be an encouragement to some of my followers.” 


(B 115, p. 221.) 


FROM MAJOR EDWARD JESSUP TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL Jany 29th 1784. 

Sait 
“T hope by this time Capt. Sherwood is at Quebec to whom I gave a 
short Memorandum to be explained to the Commander in Chief, and wrote 
him a letter relative to allowing such part of the Loyal Rangers as Chose 
to settle between Mr. Longules! seniory and Oswagatie?, & tho I believe a 
great number will without Doubt of Choice go to Cataraque, though many 
have been unfairly prejudiced against that place, I am every day more Con- 
vinced that it would be to the advantage of the Genl Settlement to allow 
them their Choice provided they settle in Comp. and a proportionable num- 
ber of officers & men Togeather, with whom I would like to take a part of 


1M. de Longueuil. 
20swegatchie. 
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my portion of Lands, & make a begining Immediately, but would goe to 
epee my self in the spring as I think I can be more usefull at that 
place. 

“However I shall be at Quebec as soon as I can possibly get the returns 
of those who will Settle on Lands and will always be ready to give every 
information & assistance in my Power to forward the Views of Govern- 
ment & the welfare of the Loyalists in General.” 


(B 162, p. 171.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 2d Feby. 1784. 
“Dear Sir 


“Some evil Designing persons are endeavouring to dissuade the dis- 
banded Men and other Loyalists from taking up the Lands offered them 
by Government, telling them if they accept them they will be as much Sol- 
diers as ever, and liable to be called upon at pleasure; and that the terms 
are not so favourable as those of the Neighbouring States, where they are 
not prohibited from erecting Mills—and that it will be better for them 
to take up Lands from the Signiors in the heart of the Province, and many 
more such Idle Stories, and no doubt it will Influence many, If timely Steps 
are not taken to prevent it; I think the most likely will be to hold out to 
them in the most Publick Manner, every Encouragement, and that as soon 
as possible to prevent their dispersing in the Spring—I mention this that 
you may take an opportunity of Communicating to the General, having 
this day been informed of it.” 


(B 115, pp. 223-4.) 


FROM MAJOR ROBERT MATHEWS TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


“QUEBEC, 5th Feby. 1784. 

“Sir 
“T have been honored with your letter of the 2nd Instant and have 
communicated its contents to His Excellency the Commander in chief. He 
is concerned to find that while his best and anxious Endeavours for the 
happy establishment of the Loyalists in this Province are employed in 
every Quarter, there should be persons so ill disposed as to viciate the 
minds of the credulous and vulgar part of those unfortunate People. The 
Heads of the Corps, & Inspector of Loyalists are in possession of every 
part of His Majesty’s Instructions; the least interesting to the Loyalists, 
for the purpose of their being made as generally known as possible, there 
remains to be added the notification of the Provisions they are to receive 
only and as His Excellency has not received any Instructions whatever 
upon that Head, nor approbation of any kind for what he has already given, 
He does not think proper to engage himself while there is a probability 
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of his receiving orders before the settlements can be begun, it is never- 
theless his intention to grant them the fullest Indulgence in that, as well 
as every other respect, that circumstances shall admit of, and that is his 
principal reason for being so anxious for a strict Economy of Provisions. 
In regard to holding out to the Loyalists a promise of the Encouragement 
granted in the Province of Nova Scotia and the Power of erecting Mills, 
His Excellency has directed me to acquaint you, that the King’s orders are 
explicit and that he cannot in any degree take upon him to depart from 
them; That He will with great pleasure, represent to the Minister the 
Disappointment the Loyalists in this Province express on Account of that 
prohibition, as being new to them, and recommend that it be dispensed 
with. His Majesty can have no other object in view by the proposed 
establishment of the Loyalists but their happyness, and His Excellency 
has entered into His gracious Intentions with the utmost warmth, yet 
if there are amongst them who prefer accepting Grants of land in private 
Seigneuries, and think they will be more happy under the Lords of them, 
than under the King, His Excellency has not the least objection to their 
pleasing themselves. But those who prefer settling on the King’s Lands 
are certainly better entitled to his protection and Indulgence, and will 
assuredly experience a preference. Your knowledge of His Excellency’s 
Sanguine wishes for the happy establishment of the Loyalists leaves him 
no room to doubt that you will take every possible pains to undeceive the 
Ignorant, and to counteract the designs of those who have prejudiced them.” 
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(B 68, pp. 76-7.) 


FROM CAPTAIN JOHN BARNES TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


SOREL 5th Feby. 1784. 
Dear Sir 

You will please to inform His Excellency the Commander in chief 
that in Obedience to his directions I have with Mr French enquired into 
the Merits of the Loyalists Memorial, by examining the whole of the Sub- 
scribers. The reason most of them give for complaining is that before 
they left Quebec Major Vanhalstine (whose party they all belong to) told 
them that his Excellency had informed him that the whole of them were 
to be clothed on their arrival at this place, and that on finding a few only 
received that Indulgence, and considering themselves equally in distress 
and Intitled to it as some who did receive it, thought it was withheld from 
them by some one who had no right to do it, and the only hope they had 
of redress was by Petitioning His Excellency. 

There are a few, (not above five or six) who have a Negroe slave 
each for which they request Provisions, not being able to support them out 
of their own Rations, or have they Money to purchase it, and to Dispose of 
them would be adding to their Distress, as they are the only means they 
have of cultivating their Lands when they go upon them, which they hope 
His Excellency will take into consideration. 

I believe there are some of those people who may be in want of some 
articles of clothing, but it is difficult to find out who they [are] as every 
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one makes [out] his own Distress and wants the greatest, and I am afraid 
their Leaders are rather partial in their Recommendations, so that it is 
impossible to find out those most in want, some of them say they have been 
obliged to lay out what little money they brought with them to purchase 
such necessary clothing as they could not possibly do without, which money 
would be of more use to them in the spring than clothing; I at the same 
time acquainted them that all applications from them should be made 
thro’ the channel of their Inspector Mr. Delancy. 
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(B 138, pp. 336-37.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 9th Feby 1784. 
“Dear Sir 

“T received your favour of the 5th Instant by Post and that of the 
27th Ulto. by Mr. McNiff! Yesterday. In answer to the former I can As- 
sure you that looking upon it as a Duty I owe the Publick, and Incumbant 
on me to attend to the Interest and Wellfare of these poor unfortunate 
People who came with, and followed me to this Province, I have taken 
great pains on all Occasions to Counteract the Designs of those inclined 
to lead them astray by representing to them the Interested and other pri- 
vate motives of those people, and the many advantages they will enjoy 
by continuing and settling together, and thereby become a respectable 
Body entitled by a Uniform Loyal and faithful Conduct to every reason- 
able Support and Continuance from Government—And as a further Induce- 
ment to them I mean Immediately to make a beginning in the hopes of 
soon seeing them as Comfortably Established as they were formerly— 
After which, if Government makes me a reasonable Compensation for my 
losses, as God knows it can be no object for me to remain there, I would 
wish to retire to some more happy Clime, free from Envy, Censure and 
Detraction, leaving to the Enjoyment of others, what Nothing but a Wish 
to serve my Country and my consequent Misfortunes could ever have made 
me accept. 

“Mr. McNiff not having yet received the Map and plan that was prom- 
ised him, waits in the Expectation of receiving them soon, With further 
directions for his Guidance relative to the Place of beginning &c., and 
Would also be glad to know in What Manner, and at what rate the People 
who are to Attend him, are to be paid and Victualled. I would beg to 
Recommend Lieut. Sutherland? as the fittest Person to Attend on this 
Occasion, and that His Excellency Will be pleased to make him an Allow- 
ance for this and his former Service in Exploring and describing those 
lands, and If Agreeable, he would Wish as does Mr. Coffin? to Make an 


1Patrick McNiff, a deputy surveyor. 

2Walter Sutherland, for several years a private and non-commissioned officer in the 
26th regiment, and afterwards ensign in the first battalion and lieutenant in the second 
battalion of the King’s Royal Regiment of New York. 

8William Coffin, the son of a merchant in Boston, formerly a commissary in the 
army of Lord Cornwallis, and latterly a lieutenant in the first battalion of the King’s 
Royal Regiment of New York. In 1792 he was appointed the first sheriff of the Midland 
district and held that office until his death in 1804. 
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immediate beginning, and Indeed I think, If such as Chuse it now were to 
be allowed to do the same thing, it would greatly encourage the rest to 
follow their Example in Spring.” 


(B 115, pp. 225-6.) 


FROM MAJOR ROBERT MATHEWS TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 12th February, 1784. 
“Sir 

“TI have had the Honor to receive and lay before His Excellency the 
commander in chief your letter of the 9th instant, and I am directed to 
Acquaint you that he is well convinced no pains have been spared, on your 
part, to represent to the Loyalists the bad consequences that must attend 
their dispersing, and giving Ear to the advice and Opinions of those who 
from interested views, or Caprice, have attempted to disunite them—and 
on the other hand, of the advantages there is every Reason to expect will 
result from their settling in the manner recommended from Home. His 
Excellency has great hopes that your influence, and the Example, you pro- 
pose to give, will have the best Effect. 

“As it is necessary that some arrangement should be made by Major 
Holland respecting the Persons that are to be employed with Mr. McNiff 
the wages that they are to have &ca., It is not in His Excellency’s Power, 
by this occasion to give him Ultimate Instructions, but he will receive 
them so as to enable him to leave Montreal the 20th or 25th instant 
which will be as early as the season can well admit. 

“The General has no objection to Mr. Sutherland’s! being employed, 
if his assistance should be necessary, and he will receive compensation for 
his services. In Regard to his and Mr. Coffins making an immediate Be- 
ginning, I am directed to acquaint you that altho’ His Excellency has every 
wish to serve Mr. Coffin, he would be unwilling to give the least cause of 
Jealousy to the other Officers, who may not be able so soon to begin their 
settlements—but in fact his Request cannot injure any of them and that 
his object is to be in your neighbourhood, His Excellency has no objection 
to your including his quota of Land in that which you shall fix upon, by 
which means it will be in his Power to make a beginning when you do, 
which might be nearly the case with your whole Corps, provided the Re- 
turn specifying the names of the Officers & Men who intend to settle there 
were sent in, the Lotts for the Companies might then be marked & drawn 
for, and something might be doing for the General good, whilst the Grants 
are making out, & the particular survey going forward. His Excellency 
concluded you had sent off Mr. Glen? on your Return to Montreal, he wishes 
you to give such hint as you shall think necessary, and let him set off as 
soon:as he pleases) s <= str. cnet ateleriitge sae eit eo eee eee ea 


(B 68, pp. 85-7.) 


iLieut. Walter Sutherland of the Royal Regiment of New York. 
2Probably Lieut. Jacob Glen of the Royal Regiment of New York, formerly a resi- 
dent of Schenectady. 
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FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 
“MONTREAL 12th Feby. 1784. 
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aa would be glad to receive his Excellencys Answer relative to the 
Applications I acquainted him some time ago, were made to me by a Num- 
ber of Loyalists of different descriptions, to know if they would be per- 
mitted to settle in the New Town and Townships to be laid out for my Men.” 
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(B 115, p. 227.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 14th Feby. 1784. 

“Dear Sir 

“I take the earliest opportunity by Mr. Sutherland to acknowledge 
the receipt of your favour of the 12th Instant, and to transmit the Names 
of the Officers and Men and the Strength of their families of the seven 
companies returned With my letter, by last Post, so that I hope no delay 
Will be occasioned on their Parts—Why Captain Munroe! and the other 
Gentlemen have not given in the Returns of their Companies, I know not— 
his having procured his Quota of Lands in Nova Scotia, may perhaps make 
him indifferent about the Settlement of his Company here.—the men who 
with Lieut. Sutherland explored the land, to be surveyed by Mr. McNiff 
Will, in my opinion, be the fittest persons to be employed, With as many 
others, of the Regiment, as may be thought necessary: I have therefore 
had a Number of them in readiness for some time past; and as the season 
is so far advanced, and the Weather cannot improve for a Winter Survey, 
they and all concerned are desirous of getting off as soon as possible. 

“Mr. Coffin will have it in his Option to make choice of his Quota in 
my Allotment, or near it, as Will be most agreeable to himself—Mr. Glen? 
sets off to-morrow, and I shall not Omit giving him any directions or hints 
that may prove usefull—The Bearer of this has requested that I would 
Interest you in his behalf, I am sure that I need not say more than that 
his having served a length of time as a Volunteer will render every little 
aid an Object to him, he therefore hopes and thinks it is in your power 
to procure him one of the Oldest Vacancies in the Rangers— 

“T wish he may be right.” 


(B 115, pp. 229-230.) 


1Captain John Munro of the first battalion of the King’s Royal Regiment of New 
York, afterwards a member of the Legislative Council. 
2Lieut. Jacob Glen of the first battalion of the King’s Royal Regiment of New York. 
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FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO MAJOR ROSS. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC, 16th february 1784. 
“Sir; 

“T am directed by His Excellency the Commander in Chief to acquaint 
you that Lieut. Kotte’s attendance upon a Survey at the Long Sault being 
immediately necessary Guides are sent to Cataraqui to Conduct him down 
together with a Letter of Instructions from Major Holland—The General 
desires therefore that you will send him off with all convenient dispatch. 

“As this occasion of writing is unexpected, I must defer until a more 
convenient one answering your last letter, nor is there anything of the 
least importance to communicate to you at present.” 


(B 68, p. 94.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


. “HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC, 16th february 1784. 
6 ir, 

“The inclosed Letter from Major Holland is left open for your perusal, 
by Order of His Excellency the Commander in Chief, who has directed 
me to signify his desire that you will dispatch it immediately for Cataraqui 
by 3 or 4 Indians or Loyalists, in order to Assist Lieut. Kotte! in bringing 
down his Instruments &ca., necessary to [the] Survey, He is directed to 
make—and His Excellency wishes you to Calculate the Time, as nearly as 
possible by which Lieut. Kotte may arrive at his station, in order that 
Mr. McNiff with Lieut. Sutherland and his Party may meet him as pro- 
posed in Major Holland’s Letter—in the mean time such further Instruc- 
tions as shall be necessary for carrying on the Survey &ca., will be trans- 
mitted to Mr. McNiff for the information of Lieut. Kotte. His Excellency 
wishes to know if you propose making an early excursion that way your- 
self and at what Time. Inclased is a Letter for Major Ross to go by 
the Express. I was honored with your last letter enclosing a Return of 
seven Companies of your first Battalion desirous of settling. I wait for 
the more particular one mentioned in your Letter, to communicate to you 
His Excellency’s answer thereto.” 


(B 63, pp. 95-6.) 


FROM MAJOR JOHN ROSS TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


CATARAQUI the 17th of Feby 1784. 

Sir 
Since I had the honor to write to you last ev’ry attention has been 
paid to carry on the various work directed by his Excellency. The winter 
has been uncommonly severe and the frequent falls of snow have in some 
measure retarded our operations, but as the Weather now moderates and 
the days grow longer work will go on rapidly, amongst other things, one 
iLewis Kotté, a deputy surveyor, had been employed during the preceding autumn 


in surveying Point Henry and the harbour at Cataraqui, see ‘‘Papers and Records, “Vol. 
XXVII, pp. 301, 303, 304. 
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Saw mill and preparations for another will be accomplished before the 
Settlers can arrive; a Grist mill is also ready to be put up as soon as the 
Weather will permit, which together with the Saw mill on the same stream 
will go in the severest season. 

The inclosed return will readily shew the demands of the Loyalists 
for Tools &c. they even wanted more but it could not be spared them. It 
will therefore take a very great Supply of these articles for this post in 
the spring. Should the requisitions of those who are Coming bear the 
Same proportion and the General think proper to indulge them. 

His Excellency having done me the honor to Signify in his letter of 
the 13th of Nov. last that it was his intentions to make the Buildings for 
the future permanent, I therefore take the liberty to observe that masons 
will be much wanted here for that purpose. 

Captn Brant who is the bearer of this letter Seems highly pleased 
with the favor shewn him by His Excellency in Causing a house to be built 
for him at Cataraqui, which together with miss Mollys is in great for- 
wardness and to flatter him still more some little alteration has been made 
agreeable to his Wishes. 

Mr. Cotté is at present Surveying the large Island opposite, which 
Contains a great deal of Good land, had the Express stayd a few days 
longer I should have been able to have had the Honor to have sent the Plan 
which shall be done the first opportunity as soon as Mr. Cotté has finish’d 
the task in hand I propose going with him to try to Set off a township 
which the lateness of the Season oblig’d Mr. Colins to Relinquish, and more 
if it Can be done, this is thought the best Season for that purpose and 
it would add greatly to the forwarding of the Settlement. 


(B 126, pp. 98-9.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON 
“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC, 19th February 1784 


you shall think the most fit for the Party to attend the Survey & from 
the Train in which that Business is now in, He Hopes that by the first 
week in March the work will be begun. Inclosed is a Sketch which the 
General sends for your further information, you are already furnished 
with a plan—the square marked brown is to be the Township, from [which] 
the proportion for Ten companies are to be equally marked on each side— 
the General desires you will make a choice of four Lotts in the Town- 
plot for yourself—the Major & each Captain are to have three, and the 
Subaltern Officers two Lotts each—The Lotts of Land will be given (and 
drawn for) in the same proportion that the front may not be entirely 
occupied by the Officers, and as they will have the remainder of their 
Quotas in the back parts of the Township His Excellency desires you will 
make choice of the situation for yourself that you shall like best, and build 
the saw Mill you mentioned to Him whenever you think fit— When His 
Excellency shall receive your Answer to my last letter he will be more 
particular upon this Subject.” 
(B 68, pp. 97-8.) 
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FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


. “MONTREAL 19th Feby. 1784. 
&¢ ir 

“Agreeable to His Excellency General Haldimands desire, signified to 
me in your letter of the 16th Instant, I have, this morning dispatched 
Mr. Hare! with one White Man and an Indian to assist Mr. Kotte in coming 
down to His Station, where he may very easily be by the 7th or 8th of 
Next Month—If the party with Mr. McNiff was to be there some days 
before him it would be better, as they might make some place for their 
Reception, and to Store their Provision in. 

“I propose to go off myself on the 25th or 26th at furthest, but not 
to make more than three or four days Stay on the Ground. 

“Lieut Magin? begs you will be so good as remind the General of his 
years pay on account of his being maimed.” 


(B 115, p. 231.) 


FROM JOSIAH CASS* TO CAPTAIN JUSTUS SHERWOOD. 


z “MACHICHE 23d Feby. 1784. 
6 it, 

“Agreeable to your Instruction I have communicated to the People 
of Machiche your Proposals for settling No. 2 & 3 at Cadaroque & find 
as yet but about 12 or 15 Families that seem any ways inclin’d that Way 
& those who are, think the Proposals unequal to the design—In the first 
Place they look upon it will be very detrimental to settlers to transport 
their Provisions such a Distance, that it will consume the most convenient 
Season for Labour on their Plantations & consequently greatly retard their 
Progress in procuring an independent support for their Families, that One 
Years Provisions delivered at Cadaraque will be almost as good as two at 
Montreal & the People are generally unacquainted with conducting Boats 
through the bad Passes—The People seem willing to take up one Load 
of Provisions but think it not possible to take a Load with their Families 
& Baggage—Another objection is that His Excellency has not been pleas’d 
to hold out to them any Incouragement but Lands and Provision to a People 
who have lost their all destitute of Cattle, of Farming Tools, or Money to 
purchase them, which Consideration causes them almost daily to take 
Lands on Seignories, Farms on shares for particular Farms or to the more 
disagreeable Method of seeking to the Colonies & try to gather some Frag- 
ments of their former Estates—If People had any Recompense for their 
real Losses by the War they would be able to form a remote settlement 


1Probably Lieut. John Hare of Butler’s Rangers. 

2Lieut. George McGinn of the Indian department who had been disabled by wounds 
and narrowly escaped death by starvation in Johnson’s raid to the Mohawk valley in 1780; 
see “The Story of Butler’s Rangers,” p. 88. 

3He had been employed and paid by the government since 1778 as a school master 
for the children of the loyalists living at Machiche and afterwards settled in the township 
of Hawkesbury, see “Papers and Records”, Vol. XXIV, p. 210. He was born in Connecti- 
cut, but was a farmer in Charlotte county N.Y. in 1775. He joined General Burgoyne in 
1777 and served in the loyalist regiment commanded by Colonel John Peters until the 
convention of Saratoga, when he escaped to Canada. 
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immediately but that is yet doubtful—People seem very anxious for set- 
tling & I am very confident that a considerable Number of good People 
here would agree to go to Cadaroque if there was Incouragement held out 
to them equal to the Undertaking, but if not they seem universally to 
decline going there. 

“Sir if you think proper the people would wish to have the Substance 
of this Letter communicated to His Excellency & His Advice accordingly 
transmitted to us as soon as may be conveniently.” 


(B 162, pp. 180-1.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL Ist March, 1784. 
Sir 

“Mr. McNiff and party has been delayed unti! Yesterday for Want of 
being directed how many Men to employ and at what rate, but as the 
Season was almost spent Already I thought it best, in consequence of your 
letter of the 28rd Instant, to send him off with Twenty six Men, being 
the Number he thought he would have Occasion for, and they could only 
be prevailed on to go by my assuring them that they should have the 
accustomed Wages whatever it was. 

“T shall go off myself on Thursday next, and expect to Arrive at the 
place of Rendezvous about the time Mr. Kotte does. 

“Should more Men be thought necessary, as I believe there Will, an 
Order should be sent to our Cantonment, for them to follow the rest— 
L enclose herewith Lieutenant Magin’s Certificate to entitle him to the 
years pay— 

“Mr. Henry Merkle!, formerly a Neighbour of mine, has lately arrived 
from Schenectady, to which place he has been Banished from his Home, 
a great part of the War on Account of his Loyalty and Attachment to 
the Kings Government, and Suffered Imprisonment and great loss of 
Effects—he therefore has requested me to Solicit the General for permis- 
sion to take down with him three or four Slay loads of Mr. Ellices goods 
from St. Johns for which he is to partake of the Advantages, and to be 
Well paid. I should not presume to make the Request did I not know him 
to be a Man of a very fair and honest Character, and that he is reduced 
from easy Circumstances to Indigence—he will wait in expectation of an 
Answer till Monday next.” 


(B 115, p. 282.) 


1This may have been the Henry Markle, who was member of the Legislative Assem- 
bly fer the county of Dundas in the fifth parliament, 1808-1812. 
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FROM CAPTAIN SHERWOOD TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 
“ST. JOHNS Ist March 1784. 
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‘I inclose a letter from a Mr. Cass in behalf of the unincorporated 
Loyalists at Machiche, and shall not give him any answer ’till I hear from 
you on the subject.—the people at this place seem well inclin’d for Catar- 
aqui except a number who are dictated by Captains Myers & Pritchard, 
Lt. Ruyter, Lt. Wehr and Ens’n Coonrod Best?, these have begun a settle- 
ment at Missisque bay and (I shudder to inform you) declare that nothing 
but Superior force shall drive them off that land. My informer is Doctor 
Smyth, who I suppose will write you on the subject .............00eeeee 
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(B 162, p. 190.) 


FROM MAJOR ROBERT MATHEWS TO STEPHEN DE LANCEY. 


“QUEBEC the 2d March 1784. 
“Sir 

“I am directed by His Excellency the Governor to Acquaint you in 
answer to the memorial and Requisition you this day laid before him 
Signed by Mr. Grass and others, Refugee Loyalists from New York?, that 
the substance of their Request is so different from the Instructions which 
His Excellency has received from the King (and which were immediately 
thro’ you, communicated to all the Loyalists in this Province) that He 
cannot think of complying with it. 

“His Excellency’s intention is to accomodate the Loyalists in general 
as far as he can with propriety; but to attempt it upon the large scale 
proposed by Mr. Grass (no less than stocking farms) without instructions 
for that purpose, is utterly impossible. 

“It is unnecessary to Remark to you, upon that part of the Requisition 
respecting the proposed form of Government, those Gentlemen ought to 
know that no change can be made in the Government of this Province 
except by an Act of the Legislature. 

“Tf His Excellency’s endeavours for the happy settlement of the 
Loyalists in this Province, consistently with His Majesty’s instructions, 
do not suit the views of Mr. Grass and the other Loyalists in Question, 
He is pleased to desire Sir, that you will acquaint them, that a passage 
will be provided for them to Nova Scotia, as early as the season will permit, 
should they prefer that situation.” 


(B 63, pp. 109-110.) 


10fficers of the battalion of King’s Rangers, commanded by Major James Rogers. 
Conrad Best had joined General Burgoyne in 1777 and made his escape to Canada, when 
he obtained a commission in the Loyal Rangers. He died at Mississquoi Bay in 1785. 
2See ante p. 40. 
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FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


: “HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 4th March 1784. 
ee ir 

“Tho’ I conclude you have left Montreal upon the probability of your 
Letters being sent after you, I write this to acknowledge the Honor of 
your Letter of the Ist Inst., and to transmit for your information the 
enclosed Letter from Major Holland to Mr. McNiff, which His Excellency 
the Commander in Chief has directed me to do, and also to acquaint you 
that as it is expressed in the King’s Instructions that the Expences attend- 
ing the Surveying & laying out the Lands for the Loyalists, are to be paid 
by the Receiver General of the province, and certified by the Surveyor 
General, these accounts will be laid before the Council who can only allow 
them as far as they comply with the King’s order. His Excellency cannot 
therefore Justify any extraordinary Expence, and desires that all such 
may be immediately discontinued. He considers that Mr. Sutherland’s 
Services and readiness upon all occasions & the use he may be of on the 
present one, as a motive for making him some allowance which he will 
do, but it cannot be paid on that Line. In Regard to Mr. Merkle, I am 
directed to Acquaint you that His Excellency having no authority for 
opening trade with the Colonies, has strictly forbid it. Mr. Ellice’s Goods 
will not of course, be permitted to pass. He has made application upon 
the Subject to the General, but has been refused in common with all others.” 


(B 63, pp. 111-2.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO CAPTAIN SHERWOOD. 


‘““HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 4th March 1784. 
“Private 
“Sir/ 

“His Excellency the Commander in Chief desirous to assist as much 
as it is in his Power the Loyalists who are to settle upon the King’s 
Lands, purposes distributing some Seed Wheat amongst them, which he 
hopes they will be able to get into the ground this Fall, but as the Wheat 
in this Province, is this Year, not only very dear, but scarce and indifferent 
in its Quality, His Excellency thinks some might be procured in Vermont 
at a reasonable price, and superior in quality to the best here—and as 
you mentioned when here, your Intention of making an Excursion to that 
Quarter, the General wishes you to make the best Agreement you can 
for about 1000 Bushels of the best Seed Fall Wheat, to be delivered at 
the Lake side wherever most convenient to the settlers, who will appoint 
the place where a vessel will be sent to receive it as soon as the Lake 
becomes navigable—About 100 or 150 Bushels of Indian Corn will also 
be wanted, but if this Article could be brought over the Lake in Slays, 
at a moderate expence, it would be very desirable, that the Loyalists might 
take it with them to their Intended Settlements—Precautions are taken 
to forward Seed Potatoes in the neighbourhood of Montreal, with some 
small Seeds; perhaps you may be able to find Some in Vermont, such as 
Turnip, Carrots, Cabadge, Onion &c. which the General desires you will 
endeavour to do.—He also recommends to you to make every Inquiry in 
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your Power respecting the Terms on which Milch Cows can be procured 
from that Country, which would be very useful to the new Settlements, 
as they might be sent in from Time to Time in the course of the Summer, 
as the circumstances & situations for Hay, of the Loyalists shall admit 
of. Oxen will be a more distant consideration, but as supplies of Cattle 
would tend greatly to reduce the high Prices of Provisions in this Province, 
you would do well to extend your Enquiries to them likewise—but you 
will not enter into any Engagements for Live Stock, nor appear too anxious 
about it—The Wheat & Corn must be had, and the General has so much 
confidence in your Attention to the Interest of the Crown, that he leaves 
you to Act for Yourself for the best. There may be many Inquiries and 
observations useful for you to make respecting Supplies that may be drawn 
from Vermont not mentioned here. You will therefore not confine your- 
self to what I have said, but be as general as possible, and the Advanced 
Season, situation of the Lake &c. will induce you to be as expeditious as 
possible. 

“Here it is necessary to acquaint you that in a few Days an advertise- 
ment will be published directing that all the Loyalists thro’out the Province, 
hold themselves in readiness to Embark with their baggage on board Bat- 
teaux the moment the River will admit to proceed to the Lands allotted 
to them—Those at, and in the neighbourhood of St. John’s, whether for 
Cataraqui or Chaleur Bay, will come down to Sorel, as no Provisions will 
be issued at St. John’s after the 24th of April—The Loyalists at, & in 
the neighbourhood of Montreal, who intend for Cataraqui will remain in 
their Quarters, but in perfect readiness to embark at La Chine on the 
shortest notice—Those of them who decide for Chaleur Bay will have 
Batteaux to convey them to Sorel, where they will be victualled until they 
proceed down the River. I have received your Letter of the 24th Ultimo. 
Should Mrs. Sherwood’s state of Health be such as to prevent your Intended 
Jaunt, His Excellency desires you will employ a Proper Person to execute 
the Commission herein mentioned—You are not to impart it to any Person 
whosoever in this Province unless you should be obliged to employ Another, 
and in that case to Him only—Communicate as soon as possible what is 
to be expected, the Prices &ca.—The Money will be ready on delivery of 
the Goods. 8000 Sand Bags (half Bushels) will be in readiness in the 
Quarter Master General’s Store whenever you shall have occasion for them.” 


(B 65, pp. 2-6.) 


The following advertisement was published in the Quebec Gazette on 
the 4th March, 1784. 


“THIS is to give notice that His Excellency the Governor, in order to 
fulfill His Majesty’s gracious Intentions for the Welfare of the Refugee 
Loyalists and disbanded Troops residing in this Province, has caused such 
Lands to be examin’d by the Surveyor General and his Deputies, as He 
thinks best calculated to establish advantageous Settlements for them. 
Such, therefore, of the Loyalists and disbanded Troops who are now dis- 
persed thro’ out the Province (Sorel excepted) and who wish to have Con- 
cessions of Land from the POINTE AU BAUDET (where the last Settle- 
ments are) to Cataraqui and its Vicinity, are required to repair to La Chine 
(where Quarters will be allotted to them) by the 2d day of April next, 
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and where proper Persons will be appointed to muster them, in order that 
the Quantity of Land that will be wanted may be ascertained, and that 
Seigneuries may be marked out and granted by the Governor and Council 
according to His Majesty’s Orders. 
“The Loyalists and disbanded Troops who are at present quartered 
in the upper part of the Province, and who wish to have Lands at the Bay 
of Chaleurs, will repair to Sorel by the 2d day of April next, where they 
will be mustered as above-mentioned. 

“Those who are at present at Quebec, and who wish to go to Chaleurs 
Bay, will give in their Names, by the said 2d day of April, at my Office. 

“All Issues of Provisions to the Refugee Loyalists and disbanded 
Troops will cease on the 10th day of April next, except at Quebec, Sorel, 
and the Quarters at La Chine. 

“By His Excellency’s Command. R. MATHEWS.” 

A week later this notice was amended by the following. 


“NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO THE DISBANDED CORPS and 
Refugee Loyalists, that in consideration of the Inconvenience which might 
attend moving their Families before the opening of the River, They are 
not to pay attention to that Part of an advertisement published in the last 
Quebec Gazette, but are to remain in their present situation, until the River 
shall become navigable when Bateaux will be in readiness at their respec- 
tive Quarters to receive them and their Baggage. 

“By His EXCELLENCY’S Command. R. MATHEWS. 


“QUEBEC, 9th March, 1784.” 


FROM MAJOR ROBERT MATHEWS TO CAPTAIN JUSTUS 
SHERWOOD. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC the 8th March, 1784. 

“Sir 
“T have Received & communicated your Letter with that of Mr. Cass, 
to His Excellency the commander in chief, who refers him to you, who 
have been upon the spot, for an answer respecting the advantages you 
think will attend the proposed settlement at Cataraqui, The objections to 
it that are contained in His letter, proceed from ignorance of circumstances, 
or intentional misinformation. The Journey and conveyance, you can in- 
form him, is by no means so tedious or difficult as he conceives them to 
be, nor will they in any respect interfere with the season for labour, when 
undertaken so early as His Excellency intends, a sufficient number of Bat- 
teaux and Pilots will be provided at Government Expences to convey them, 
their Families, & Baggage to their Lands, where they will find provisions 
provided for them. This information obviates that objection. The next 
is “that His Excellency does not hold out any encouragement except Lands 
& provisions, that Cattle and farming Utensils, or Money to purchase them 
will be wanted which consideration causes the Loyalists dayly to take Lands 
on Seigneuries, Farms &ca. or to Return to the Colonies.” As Govern- 
ment cannot have any other view in the settlement of Loyalists than their 
own happiness, it will give His Excellency much satisfaction to find that 
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they obtain these Douceurs from private Seigneuries which he has not the 
Power to grant them—but he is very doubtful of the fact, and is of opinion 
that provisions and the small quantities of seed & settling implements, 
which he will take upon himself to allow them, will far Exceed the Encour- 
agement they will experience from Private Seigneuries. His Excellency 
can have no view or predilection for Cataraqui but from his wish to es- 
tablish permanent & happy settlements where the advantages of climate, 
situation and soil, from his own knowledge and information of good Judges, 
give it the preference of any settlement (for the object of cultivation) of 
any that can be formed in the Lower Parts of the Province. 

“The difficulty of coming to market, so much dwelt upon by the Ad- 
vocates of Missisqui Bay, is by no means equal to what they would ex- 
perience there, in so much that some Loyalists, who are well acquainted 
with both, Affirm that three trips for one, can be made from Cataraqui, 
and with more ease and certainty—but prejudices are more easily acquired 
than removed and things must take their course.” 
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(B 63, pp. 119-121.) 
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FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


: “MONTREAL 11th March, 1784. 
“Sir 
“Captain Brant and David! have desired me to Acquaint your Excel- 
lency that their business at this time is to propose a Settlement of the 
Mohawks and others on the Grand River about twenty Miles from the 
head of Lake Ontario, their Reasons are Politick and no doubt good—the 
Mohawks? here are determined to Abide by their first resolution of Set- 
tling About the Bay of Kenty, the Chiefs John and Isaac preferring the 
Rule of a few to the Risk of losing their Consequence among the whole. 
“T Returned from Point Maligne last Monday Evening too late to Write 
by Post, or I would have Informed your Excellency that the Morning after 
I arrived at the Surveyors Camp Opposite St. Regis, being Sunday, I was 
Waited upon by a great Number of the Chief's and Warriors of that Village 
who had Watched my Arrival. After the usual Ceremony they began by 
Approving of my endeavours to re-establish those unfortunate People who 
had followed my Example and Shared my fate in the Service of our King 
& Country, at the same time they said they thought it would be unjust 
in their father to take away from them, who had acted by our desire, in 
the same cause, the lands they had always looked upon as theirs, to make 
up the losses he had been the cause of, to others, without being consulted 
or our intentions even made known to them—they hoped, as I was appoin- 
ted for the management of their Affairs, that I would not see any injustice 
done them, and that I would represent their Claim to your Excellency, 
which is from the River au Raisin Six Leagues in depth to a Creek a little 
above the Long Saut, they say their Deeds or papers for this tract was 
burnt in their Church when it was consumed, and that they were promised 


ONE R ed Se LTS 
1David Hill. 
2The Lower Mohawks led by Captain John and other chiefs. 
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by my father to have it confirmed to them, that Colonel Claus knows their 
Claim, and that the Canadians and others always conceiving it to be their 
Right, paid them considerable Sums of Money for liberty to Cut Timber 
thereon—I told them I thought your Excellency would not have sent us 
up to those lands, were you not well assured they were the property of the 
Crown, for if they had a grant of them, it must have been Recorded and 
Consequently known to you—I asked them in case your Excellency should 
be inclined to think they had some Right to those Lands, and Wished to 
Indulge them, whether they would not be Willing to relinquish their Claim 
to two or three Leagues in Depth from the before mentioned River to the 
Long Saut for a Reasonable Compensation, they said it was a matter of 
Weight, and Merited serious consideration and that they would Assemble 
the whole of their People, and send me an Answer as soon as possible, in the 
meantime the People might Hutt themselves. 

“Previous to this Meeting I had sent for Mr. Kotte, who was met by 
a party sent to assist him the day before at Mille Roches, to come down 
and fix on one of two places that Mr. McNiff and myself thought would be 
most Eligible for the Town, recommending to him at the same time, after 
the Town Plott was surveyed, and a few Lotts laid out in Front, an im- 
mediate Survey of the Townships for five Companies on each Side of the 
Town, in preference to Running the line along the River from Long Saut 
to Point au Baudet, as the land would thereby be ready much sooner for 
the People to settle on—but least the Indians might stop the Survey, I 
wrote to Mr. Kotte again, as I came off before he arrived, that I thought 
it would be best to begin at Mr. Longeuils line, and to lay out as many 
Townships as the space would admit of between that and the River au 
Raisin, which is indisputable—and in the meantime he might receive 
your Excellencys further Instructions—Should the claim prove groundless 
which I believe Will be the Case, they Merit a Severe Punishment, and I 
Wish it to be Communicated to them through Colonels Campbell or Claus, 
as I am in some measure a party concerned and they Would think my own 
and Peoples Interest and not theirs to be the Rule of my Conduct, and to 
have occasioned it—” 
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(B 115, pp. 234-6.) 


FROM CAPTAIN SHERWOOD TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“ST. JOHNS 12th March 1784. 
“Sir 
“T have this day received your letters of the 4th and 8th Inst. and 
have Circulated Coppys of your Circular letter to all the Loyalists at this 
post, Missisque bay, Dutchmans point & Grand Isle. 
“Tn answer to your letter respecting seed wheat &c. I inform you that 
on hearing in rumour’d here that a quantity of seed wheat was soon to be 
purchased in Vermont for the Loyalists I went yesterday to speak with 
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Doctor Mabin! on that & the purchase of Cattle &c., the Doctor I suppose 
will write you on the subjects, and give my reasons against purchasing 
wheat or Hay seed in Vermont at this [time], which, I think, were nearly 
as follows Vizt. wheat at this Season of the year is not so Clean & good 
for seed, nor so Cheap by at least one fourth, as it will be immediately 
after Harvest—It appears very probable to me, that by a seasonable ap- 
plication we may have wheat deliver’d at Oswago from the Mohawk river 
at five Livers? the Bushel, but should His Excellency prefer purchasing 
it in Ver’t a sufficient quantity may I suppose be had on the Lake between 
Skeansborough & Onion river at 4 Livers the bushel, as there was great 
quantitys sown last fall on the Lake side—but at present wheat Cannot be 
had in Vermont short of a doller pr bushel and that would not be Clean 
seed—at present it would not be possible to Collect any quantity of grass 
seed, as people seldom gather more of that than for their own use except 
it is bespoke. I inform’d Docter Mabin that I had been offered by a man 
from Massachusetts Bay and another from Vermont to deliver 300 head 
of Cattle at Oswago by the middle of next July at 20 dollers pr head that 
one hundred of these should be oxen none under 3 nor over 8 years old 
and the cows the same age, that I should have Enter’d into a Contract with 
them had I known how to procure so much money. I told the Docter I 
had not Confidence to ask the General to advance so much money for that 
use on any terms, but if he Could negociate the business so as to enable 
me to procure the Cattle he should have good security for the moneys being 
punctually refunded to Gov’t as these Cattle would Come Cheaper by at 
least one fourth than we could possibly get them any other way.— 

“His Excellencys Confidence in my fidelity gives me the most sensible 
happiness, and while I have my reason, grattitude as well as principle will 
prompt me to Endeavour as much as possible to merit it—the Ice on the 
Lake, is at present very dangerous, and by the time I get an Answer to 
this, will probably be impassable—but the moment it is passable with Boats, 
I shall, if His Excellency thinks proper, sett out on the business of your 
Letter, and have no doubt of being able to Execute every part of it, & re- 
turn, by the time the Loyalists are assembled at La Chine, in the mean 
time, as you direct, every thing will, be kept a profound secret on my part. 

“In answer to your letter of the 8th I have sent Mr. Cass an Extract 
of that part of it respecting his letter to me, with such observations of my 
own, as I Conceiv’d most proper to make with respect to the Missisque 
party. I can only inform you at present that Capt. W. Myers®, Capt. 
Henry Ruyter, Lieuts. Wehr, Ruyter & Best* with a number of men I be- 
lieve mostly from Rogers Core, are at work & have Erected some houses 


iDr. Adam Mabane, a member of the Legislative Council. 

2Livres. 

8Captain John Walter Meyers of the King’s Rangers, a daring and successful leader 
of scouting parties, who in August, 1781, made a bold attempt to capture General Schuyler 
in his house near Albany. He subsequently removed to the township of Thurlow where 
he built the first grist mill on the present river Moira, which for many years was known 
as Meyer’s creek. See petition in “Papers and Records,” Vol. XXVI, pp. 256-7. 

4These officers in the face of the governor’s displeasure succeeded in establishing a 
thriving settlement near Mississquoi Bay, and became leaders of the local militia under 
the patronage of Sir John Johnson. In 1812 Henry Ruyter was lieutenant-colonel com- 
manding and John Jones was major of the second battalion of the townships militia. 
Harmonius Best, John Ruyter, and Christian Wehr were captains in the fourth battalion. 
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about 3 miles south of the mouth of pike river and on that part of rock 
River which runs in this province. Capt. Ruyter has taken up a yoke of 
oxen of his own And Capt. W. Myers told Ens’n Sherwood that he had al- 
ready got a sufficient quantity of land Clear’d to raise 1000 bushels of 
Corn—I am surpriz’d that Doctor Smyth has not wrote you on the subject, 
he was the man who inform’d me that those people were determined ‘not 
to move off from that land for the generals order or any other nor to be 
drove off Except by a superior force, for by Ld Norths declaration they had 
a right to settle on any of the Kings land they should Choose in this 
province.’ 

“T think those were the Doctors words precisely to me, and he told 
me he should write to you at large on the subject which I advis’d him by 
all means not to fail of doing. 

“T shall, as you direct, send a Confidential person to the spot, and when 
I get Certain information of the particulers, shall acquaint you with it as 
soon as possible, but must request not to appear as an informer, as those 
people are already very Jealous tho’ without ground that I have prevented 
them from obtaining the Missisque Land. 

“I apprehend there will be some difficulty in ascertaining wheather 
they are on Crown lands or private property; you shall however have the 
story in short as I have heard it from the partys Concern’d—Capt. Prit- 
chard purchased an Indian title or Claim from old Mr. Roberson of St. 
Johns for 60 Guineas or thereabouts, this he sold out in parcels to the 
people above mentioned not reserving any for himself, as he found by 
Mensuration, that the Indian title fell mostly or all in Vermont, but I am 
inform’d that the purchacers by a streeck of measuring lately perform’d 
by themselves, brought the Indian title as far into this province as the 
mouth of Pike river—Docter Harris, son in law to Mr. Roberson is at pres- 
ent Endeavouring to render Pritchards bargin invallid by proving Roberson 
Insane. 

“Capt. Ross and Dr. Moseley whom you saw at Quebec, are in persuit 
of the same land under a french grant to one Mr. Le versere, and I be- 
lieve are on the point of Concluding a bargain for 1000£ with a gentleman 
in Montreal whose name I have not heard they have proffer’d me a share 
of one sixteenth part, but I want your advice wheather Le verseres title 
will be good or not before I give them an Answer.” 
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(B 162, pp. 200-204.) 


FROM CAPTAIN SHERWOOD TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“ST. JOHNS 13th March 84. 

“Dear Sir ea 
“I wish to obtain a Settlement for myself on Mill Creek in the Town- 
ship Num 2, three lots, two on the East & one on the W’t side the Creek 
the land is not good, but I wish to Erect a sawmill there, and was I Certain 
of having it, would immediately procure the Iron work &c. to take up in 
spring and would be able to make boards for the Inhabitants in the Fall— 
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I believe the lots are Numbers 8, 9, and 10, but the Sketch I left with His 
Excellency will determine the Numbers of those three lots & will shew 
that there is about 30 acres of vacant land in front of them, which I should 
be glad to procure for a building place.” 


(B 162, p. 205.) 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 15th March 1784. 
“Sir 

“I have been favoured with your letter of the 11th Instant by Captn 
Brant & David with whom I have fully conversed upon the subject of the 
settlement they so much wish to form on the Grand River above the Head 
of Lake Ontario. After examining the situation of the Country upon the 
Map, and considering the Reasons which incline Joseph to this measure I 
am clearly of opinion that an accomplishment of it is much to be desired. 
I have communicated my ideas upon it to Joseph, and have promised Him 
every encouragement in my Power towards the success of it. He tells me 
that Colo. Butler is persuaded he can purchase the Right of the Land from 
the Messessagues for a very trifling consideration. You have therefore 
my authority to instruct him upon that subject whenever it shall be thought 
best, after the necessary steps for carrying the matter into execution shall 
be decided upon with Joseph & his adherents in this Plan—He informs that 
altho’ the Mohawks here, have not at first entered into his ideas, they 
will soon perceive the advantage of extending themselves into so fine a 
Country, forming a communication with the Delawares and other Indians 
who are settled there and strengthning themselves by the Emigration of 
some of the six nations who it seems are not inclined to remove to the Bay 
of Quinte. I nevertheless intend to reserve that spot for such of the In- 
dians who may wish at present, or on some future day to settle there. 

“I am sorry that any Obstacle should occur respecting the Lands op- 
posite St. Regis intended for the settlement of your Regiment. I have 
had the Register carefully examined and find that no grant was ever made 
of the Lands in question to the Indians, Pére Gourdan, or any other Per- 
son whosoever in their behalf—Pains must be taken to convince them that 
such a thing could not possibly have happened without its being Registered 
in the Books of the province, & if Pére Gourdan really told them he was 
possessed of any such Deed he must have deceived them. Your answer 
to them was very proper and altho’ they have not a legal right to the Lands 
as they have been taught to consider them as their Property and have been 
in the custom of reaping advantages from them, together with the con- 
sideration of the Americans having encroached so much upon them with 
their Boundary Line, I do not think it would be political or Right to con- 
tend the point with them, provided they are to be satisfied on reasonable 
Terms, they may ere long find it necessary or wish to cross the River and 
their settling near the Loyalists might produce a good Effect. 

“Your Reasons for wishing to decline being the channel of any Inter- 
course with them, painful to them, are very Prudent, and should that be 
necessary, it will naturally fall to the share of Col. Campbell, under whose 
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direction they have been thro’out the War. I have not yet have had any 
opportunity of mentioning the circumstance to Him, but by the next post 
I shall write more decisively upon it. You did perfectly right to employ 
Mr. Kotte in the mean time where no dispute could arise, but I hope he 
may proceed in the Survey without risk of having any. From every ac- 
count I have received of David, he merits our good Offices, please therefore 
to do whatever you think right respecting his pay as Interpreter.” 


(B 63, pp. 128-131.) 


FROM GEORGE ROSE TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


“TREASURY CHAMBERS 17th March 1784. 
“Rec’d 12th of June by the Euretta. 
“Sir 
ze His Majesty having been graciously pleased to take into His Royal 
consideration the situation of the Loyalists who have removed from New 
York to Nova Scotia and Quebec; and having signified his Pleasure there- 
upon to this Board that they should be victualled for some time at the 
Public Expence; 
“T am commanded by their Lordships to Acquaint you with such His 
Majesty’s gracious Intentions, and at the same time to signify to you that 
the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury are of opinion that, 
considering the late season when these unfortunate People get to their 
Lands, and the severity of the Winter, and their multiplied distresses, it 
may be necessary to victual them at two thirds Allowance to Ist May 1785, 
and from that period at one third Allowance to the Ist day of May 1786, 
estimating the whole Ration at one Pound of Flour, & one Pound of Beef 
or twelve ounces of Pork, and the children under 10 years of age to have 
a moiety of the Allowance made to grown Persons. 
“My Lords therefore desire your Excellency will give such directions 
to the Commissary General from time to time, as you shall judge most 
proper for Carrying His Majesty’ gracious Intentions towards such of the 
said Loyalists as shall have arrived at Quebec into execution with effect & 
(Economy, at the rate and allowance before mentioned: and I herewith 
417 Men transmit a copy of a Return received from Sir Guy Carle- 
257 Women ton, of the number of the said Loyalists who have gone 
244 Children to Quebec. 
over 10 years 


263 Ditto “My Lords at the same time having taken into con- 
under 10 & sideration the last Returns of Provisions in Canada re- 
147 Servants ceived from Mr. Day the Commissary there, dated 24th 
1328 Total. Septr. 1783: and having computed the same with the 


numbers there victualled, and observing that after deducting therefrom 
ten pr. cent for what may be unfit for service, reserving sufficient to supply 
the numbers victualled, on the said 24th Sepr. 1783, to the Ist July 1785, 
as also a quantity equal to the before mentioned allowances, to the Loy- 
alists for the same period; there will still remain a very large surplus of 
Flour and Pork amounting according to the enclosed estimate to 2,691,530 
pounds of Flour, and 1,617,398 Pounds of Pork. I am commanded by 
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their Lordships to Acquaint your Excellency that they think it proper that 
the said surplus Provisions should be removed from Quebec to Halifax, to 
be applied towards the supply of the Loyalist Refugees settled in Nova 
Scotia—My Lords have therefore directed the Commissioners of the Navy 
to make an agreement with the Canada Merchants for so much Tonnage as 
shall be necessary to convey the said Provisions from Quebec to Halifax,— 
and their Lordships desire your Excellency will give the necessary orders 
that the said surplus of Provisions be shipped with as little delay as pos- 
sible, on board such ships as the Commissioners of the Navy shall have 
engaged for that Purpose—and this Board will take such steps as shall 
be necessary for providing a further supply of Provisions sufficient for the 
several Demands in Canada, in due time, that they may arrive at Quebec 
by the earliest opportunity in the Spring 1785.” 


(B 52, pp. 22-6.) 


FROM CAPTAIN SHERWOOD TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“ST. JOHNS 18th March 1784. 
“Sir 

“T sent Sergts, Closson! & Sweet to Enquire into the Missisque Set- 
tlement and here inclose their Report—they Inform me further that the 
officers who are there swear they will have those lands and settle them, 
whatever may be the Consequences— 

“T received three Massechusetts papers, & a letter from Mr. Sumner 
to Major Holland which I have (by Mr. Sumners Request) inclos’d to His 
Excellency the Commander in Chief. Mr. Sumner likewise requests me to 
forward to him, as soon as possible, His Excellencys pleasure on the in- 
clos’d petition for Lands and a settlement in this province. 

“T find a great number of people who wish to settle with me at Cat- 
aracqui in the Townships num’d two & three, these people have some horses 
& Cows which Cannot be drove thro’ the woods so early as the 24th of April, 
they have requested me to represent this to His Excellency and to beg His 
permission for their familys to stay in their present habitations & take 
Care of their few Cattle & pigs &c. untill the season of the year will admit 
of driving them; which I suppose will be about the first of June when I 
think the Cattle must be drove to Chattogy?, where some Boats should be 
ready to ferry them over to the north side the River above Isle puro® from 
whence they may be drove thro’ the woods to Cataracqui in about ten days 
with Ease—I believe we shall be able to muster upwards of 50 head of 
Cattle and horses for the first drove, to the two Towns above mentioned, 
please to represent this to the Genl and let me know His Excellencys 
pleasure that I may Communicate it to those by whose request:I write.” 


(B 162, pp. 212-3.) 


iCaleb Closson, formerly of Charlotte county, N.Y. He joined General Burgoyne at 
Skenesboro and served in the Loyal Rangers till the eud of the war. He was employed by 
Captain Sherwood for two years in secret service. 

2Chateauguay. 

8Isle Perrot. 
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FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO CAPTAIN SHERWOOD. 


2 “HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 22d March 1784. 
“Sir 

“T have communicated your Letter of the 12th Instant to His Excel- 
lency the Commander in Chief. After considering its contents and what 
Mr. Mabane relates to have passed between you and Him, His Excellency 
is of opinion it will be more eligible to procure the wheat from the Mohawk 
River, than from Vermont. The conveyance from Oswego will be more 
convenient and more Expeditious, & the wheat will be procured at a cheaper 
rate—untill the Receipt of your Letter the General was unacquainted with 
the proper season to lay in the wheat and Grass Seed, and was unwilling 
to lose the opportunity of slaying. As there is time enough to have what- 
ever may be wanted from the Mohawk River without stirring in it imme- 
diately, the General will think of the best means to Effect it, and re- 
linquishes His Intention of being provided from Vermont. His Excellency 
approves much of the scheme of providing the settlers with cattle, but 
not having yet received any Instructions that can authorize His taking 
upon Himself the Expence that must attend such measures, He must at 
present decline it tho’ not without Hope that it may be effected. His 
Excellency writes by this opportunity to Major Campbell, directing that 
He will send an Officer with some Person properly Qualified to view the 
settlement making by Capt. Myers & the others mentioned in your Letter, 
with orders if they are within the Line of this province to signify to the 
persons concerned His Excellency’s command that they immediately desist. 
and if they should prove to be within the American Line, to acquaint them 
that they are not to expect any more provisions or other Indulgences that 
will be experienced by the disbanded Troops & His Majesty’s Loyal Sub- 
jects who settle in this Province. The principals concerned in this settle- 
ment, if within our Line, are ordered immediately to Head Quarters. You 
may depend that no body shall ever know you to be the person who has 
given the General this necessary Information, I shall avoid touching upon 
the subject for that Reason, to Dr. Smyth!, whose duty it clearly was 
to communicate all that came to his knowledge upon the subject for His 
Excellency’s information.” 


(B 63, pp. 187-8.) 


1Dr. George Smyth, chief intelligence officer. He was born in Ireland and came 
to America in 1770. He settled at Fort Edward where he lived until 1775. He was con- 
fined near Albany for eighteen months but succeeded in conducting a secret correspond- 
ence with British officers in Canada over the pseudonym of ‘Hudibras.’ Finding that he 
was suspected he fled to Bennington in Vermont but was arrested and taken under guard 
toward Albany, when he made his escape to Canada in 1780. He was appointed surgeon 
to the Loyal Rangers. 
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FROM STEPHEN DE LANCEY TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


MONTREAL March 22d 1784. 
Sir 
On consulting with my friends who intend settling in this Province 
I have fix’d on Cataraqua which I hope His Excellency will approve of. 
I must begg His Excellency will excuse my not letting him know 
sooner. I should have done it but we could not all agree. 


(B 165, p. 220.) 


FROM MAJOR JAMES ROGERS TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“St. JOHNS 28 March 1784. 
“Sir, 

“As numbers of the inCorporated, and un inCorporated Loylists at 
this place wishes to make a beginning on some of His Majestys un ap- 
propriated Lands in this Province, as early as the season will admit of, 
in the ensuing Spring, Members of the above Description has requested 
that I would apply to His Excellency the Commander in Chief—for liberty 
for a party to Set out from this place to reconoiter the Lands about 
Cataraque as soon as possible, As I and the rest of the people are un- 
acquainted, I have various accounts of that Country.—I would wish His 
Excellency would give leave, for Lieut. Ferguson & ten or eleven of the 
most Confidensial, & principal Men here, of the Loylists, to proceed as 
above—And at least try to find a good Landing place, where we can land 
our Boats & build us huts—If His Excellency approves of the above pro- 
posal, beg he will give necessary orders to Mr. Ferguson for a boat or a train 
wherever wanted, if to be had—and some other necessarys such as Mog- 
asons &c. which they cannot well do without—Should His Excellency con- 
ceive this Expedient, shall esteem it a favour if you will be pleas’d to 
signify His pleasure to me as soon as possible, that the party may return 
in season to receive the benefit of His Excellencies orders, as soon as the 
Season will admit of their repairing to their Lands.” 


(B 160, pp. 161-2.) 


FROM CAPTAIN SHERWOOD TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“ST. JOHNS 26th March 1784. 

‘Sir 
“T have this day receiv’d your letter of the 22d Inst. by which it ap- 
pears that His Excellency has relinquished his Idea of procuring seed wheat 
in Vermont—T! have given Ens’n Bottum! directions to purchase the 150 
bushels of Indian Corn mentioned in your former letter, and Expect it will 
be at Chimney point? by the time the Lake is Clear of Ice—I have like- 
wise made some Cautious Enquireys of the price of fresh Beef in Vermont, 
and find it may be had there at present for two pence half penny York 


iEnsign Elijah Bottum of the Loyal Rangers. 
20n Lake Champlain. 
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money per lb.—But the Cheapest Bargain for Cattle is the offer mentioned 
in my last letter, 300 head at 20 dollars pr head the Gentleman is still here, 
and I heartily wish (as does Major Jessup) that I could Close with him, 
but there is no possibillity of raising the money as he demands one third 
in hand now— 

“If His Excellency thinks proper, I will Cross the Lake as soon as the 
Ice is off, for the Indian Corn which is a very necessary article for seed. 

“T beg you will let me know His Excellencys pleasure on this Subject 
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FROM MAJOR ROBERT MATHEWS TO STEPHEN De LANCEY. 
“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 15th April, 1784. 


Or 

“By Order of His Excellency the commander in chief I transmit to 
you the copy of a Letter which from the date should have been long Ago re- 
ceived, but which did not come to Hand untill yesterday. It is of a very 
extraordinary Nature, and from the General good character which Mr. Van 
Alstine bears, His Excellency is inclined to think proceeds from some un- 
worthy Pique—As these differences can only tend to create dissensions 
in a New Settlement, His Excellency requires that an immediate Stop be 
put to them, and desires that you will use your best Endeavours for that 
purpose and communicate to me for his Information, any Circumstances 
you may be acquainted with respecting the misunderstanding & the dis- 
position of the parties concerned—to save Time His Excellency has direc- 
ted Capt. Barns to enquire into the matter Assisted by Mr. French. 

“His Excellency is much displeased with the last part of Mr. Grass’s 
Letter, where he assumes to himself & party the Title of proprietors of 
the Land in Question, and says they first found out and planned the set- 
tlement &ca., encouraged by Sir Guy Carleton’s good wishes—These sen- 
timents are as expressive of Ignorance as presumption, for it is well 
known that that part and the neighbouring Country was intended and in 
forwardness for the Reception of the loyalists who had served during the 
War in this province and who are naturally entitled to any preference (were 
such to be given) to persons who came into the province with Mr. Grass, 
many of whom are in fact only Mechanics, only removed from one situation 
to practice their Trades in another. Mr. Grass. should therefore think 
himself very well off to draw Lotts in common with the Loyalists in this 
province, for his situation, & if he expects anything beyond that he will 
be disappointed.” 
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FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO MAJOR ROSS. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 29th March, 1784. 
‘Sir 

“By this opportunity you will receive copies of His Majesty’s Orders 
for the Reduction of the Staff of the Army, of the Regiments in the Pro- 
vince and for disbanding the 84th Regimt and provincial Corps they ar- 
rived too late last fall to admit of their being put in Execution in the Up- 
per Country for the Information of the Officers commanding the several 
Posts there, I embrace the earliest opportunity of forwarding them re- 
spectively, that they may not wait to receive them thro’ the Officers com- 
manding in the Upper Country. Anxious as I am for the execution of 
these Orders, not having yet received Any Instructions in consequence 
of the definite Treaty (nor official communication of the Treaty being 
signed) respecting the Evacuation of the posts in the Upper Country, I shall 
not risk the consequences with the Indians of disbanding and reducing 
the Troops until I receive dispatches which I have long since expected— 
you will nevertheless be in readiness to disband the Corps under your com- 
mand upon the shortest Notice. 

“T herewith inclose for your Information and for the purpose of being 
communicated to the Battalion of the R. Rt. of N. York under your com- 
mand, Extracts of Instructions and Letters intimating the provision His 
Majesty has been pleased to make for the provincial Corps and Loyalists 
in this province who are inclined to settle in it. I think it fortunate 
for the 84th Regt. & your Battalion that they are so much in the way 
from their local situation of immediately profiting of this Bounty & it is 
my wish that as many Officers & Men of both as are desirous to settle at 
Cataraqui, should go to work immediately after they are disbanded. It is 
impossible to Assign to them at present their respective Lotts, but a sur- 
veyor will be sent up for that Purpose as soon as the Navigation will per- 
mit. In the mean Time by a Judicious Distribution of the Men in such 
works as are the most necessary to form a beginning much Benefit may re- 
sult to the whole—Axes & Hoes are making for the Loyalists in General 
& a proportion will be sent to Cataraqui, in the mean Time you will give 
every Assistance of that sort in your power to such as shall begin their 
work— provisions will be allowed in the following proportions— 

“To every Man & Woman in Family one Treasury Ration. 

“To every Child above Ten Years Old one do. 

“To every Child under Ten Years one half do. 

“Proportions of Autumn seed-Wheat, Indian Corn, and (if they can 
be got) Potatoes will also be allowed—I have desired the Commanding 
Officer at Niagara to send to Cataraqui such Quantities of the two latter 
as can be spared, for the use of the settlers there, and down the River, 
which you-will receive & distribute at the proper time. 

“Tn order to have your Battalion together as soon as possible you will 
recall from Oswego all Officers & Men belonging to it, compleating a small 
detachment to garrison that Post from the 34th Regimt under an intel- 
ligent vigilant Officer, you will please to transmit to me as soon as pos- 
sible the names of the Officers & Men who chuse to settle upon Lands at 
Cataraqui specifying their Desire, Signed by themselves, together with a 
Return of the names and strength of each family, in order to regulate the 
quantity of Provisions that will be wanted for them.” 


(B 68, pp. 154-6.) 
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FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO MAJOR ROSS. 


it “HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 29th March 1784. 
ir 

“I have had the honor to receive & lay before the Commander in Chief 
your Letter of the 17th Ultimo with the Return of Tools required by some 
Loyalists, settlers at Cataraqui, which it covered.—it is so extravagant 
that were all the Loyalists who are to settle in the Province to be sup- 
plied in the like proportion the quantity and Expence would be enormous, 
you will see by a Letter of this date from His Excellency that an ax and 
a Hoe for each man is all that will be allowed, and even that as well as 
the Provisions the General takes entirely upon Himself, not having the least 
Sanction for it in his Instructions from Home. His Excellency neverthe- 
less wishes you to Afford such Assistance of Tools &ca., as you can with 
convenience to such persons in your vicinity as are most in want of them. 
The General has desired me to acquaint you that the Masons will be sent 
up when the Navigation opens. 

“Joseph Brant expressed to His Excellency his thankfulness to you 
for the kindness you have always shewn him, & any little services that 
may gratify him respecting the Building and fitting his House or otherwise 
His Excellency will always approve of. He left this place a few days ago 
on his Return to Niagara, and will visit at Montreal untill the opening of 
the River.” 


(B 68, pp. 157-8.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 29th March 1784. 
“Dear Sir 

“T have had frequent Applications from the Surveying party to know 
at what Rate and by whom they are to be paid, and how Victualled—they 
expect a field Ration, and Less will not do upon such Service—The Cana- 
dians who Carried up the Provisions Tools & Baggage are also Applying 
for payment to me. I would therefore be glad that some person should 
be enabled and directed to satisfy their demands—and as I, to prevail upon 
the Men to go on the Service, promised to pay them the usual price, they 
will expect it from me, and I fear Will not Continue the business unless 
they [are] acquainted what they are to receive. 

“As the General Will see Mr. Kottes Draught of the first Township 
laid out!, that no Body of Men can settle there, Lieut. Sutherland has Re- 
quested me to Apply to His Excellency for Lotts No. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 
which Will Account to about his Quota, and few of the Men Would Ac- 
cept them as a Gift—I therefore hope his Request may meet with His 
Excellencys Approbation, of which I shall be glad to be informed by Re 
turn of Post, as he would wish to make an Immediate beginning on one 
of the Lotts.” 


(B 115, p. 241.) 


1The present township of Lancaster. 
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FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO MAJOR JAMES ROGERS. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC Ist April 1784. 
“Sir, 

“I have communicated to His Excellency the Commander in Chief 
your letter of the 28th Ultimo Expressing a desire to send Lieut. Fer- 
guson and some Men of your late Corps to visit the Lands at Cataraqui 
to find a landing Place & to build huts &ca. In answer to which I am direc- 
ted to Acquaint you that His Excellency has not the least objection to 
your sending whoever you shall think proper to look at the Lands tho’ he 
cannot see any End that it will answer, as the best Information that can 
be had respecting them, has been already procured by means of the Dep- 
uty Surveyor General, Captain Sherwood, and many others, good Judges 
whom His Excellency employed for that purpose at a great expence, to 
which He does not think fit to make any unnecessary addition. The Re- 
ports of these Gentlemen are of the most favourable Nature, in regard to 
Climate, Soil &ca., and there is a sufficiency of Land for every purpose 
wanted, of which His Excellency has directed me to Acquaint you, the 
Detachment of the King’s Rangers which you commanded, may have their 
proportion—With respect to Landing Places & wherein to build Huts, there 
can be no difficulty for there is a well Established Post, clear ground &ca., 
to accomodate your people untill their Lotts shall be Assigned to them, 
for which they will, in common with other corps, draw regularly. The 
Jaunt you propose would be attended with Expence to those sent upon it, 
& they could hardly Return time enough to sett off with the Corps with- 
out being a bit the wiser, as to the Situation they will occupy.—neverthe- 
less, as I have said above, His Excellency has no wish to prevent it. 

‘IT have also to acknowledge your Letter of the 16th Ultimo, com- 
municating your Return, which I have laid before His Excellency.” 


(B 638, pp. 172-3.) 


FROM MAJOR ROBERT MATHEWS TO CAPTAIN JUSTUS 
SHERWOOD. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 5th April, 1784. 
6 ir 

“T have to Acknowledge your favors of the 18th & 26th Ultimo, which 
have been laid before His Excellency the commander in chief; and I am 
directed to Acquaint you that permission will be given for such Men as 
shall be Absolutely necessary to drive the Cattle belonging to the settlers 
you mention for Cataraqui, to Remain in their present Habitations until 
the Season shall be proper for that purpose; His Excellency will depend 
upon your seeing that this permission is not abused, and that the persons 
who shall be left are persons of Trust. 

“Tf you think it necessary to cross the Lake for the Indian Corn, His 
Excellency has no objection to it, otherwise you will employ some proper 
person to receive it. I write by this opportunity to Lieut. McAllen to 
furnish you with whatever Water conveyance shall be necessary, for which 
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- you will Apply at the proper Time, informing Major Campbell of your In- 
structions. 

“His Excellency does not think fit to make any advance on account of 
the Cattle, persuaded that as many as can be wanted will be driven to 
Oswego where ready money will be paid for them—if the Person you are 
in Treaty with should not chuse to risk that, it will be very easily Tran- 
sacted by writing to the Mohawk River or sending a Proper Person thro’ 
the Country when the Time comes. 

“The Hurry of Business in which the Council & other matters at pres- 
ent involved Major Holland may perhaps prevent his answering Mr. Sum- 
ner’s Letter so soon as he would wish, His Excellency therefore authorizes 
you to tell him that He will have no Objection to grant Lands (upon the 
Terms They will be granted to the Loyalists here) to such persons as are 
desirous of living under the British Government; and whose Loyalty is 
undoubted, but they must come with a Resolution of settling in such Sit- 
uations as shall be assigned to them, Missisqui you must preclude, know- 
ing His Excellency’s Determination upon that Subject—nor can they ex- 
pect the same Assistance of provisions &ca. as the Refugee Loyalists who 
by taking a part in the War Are become destitute of every necessary of 
Life. 

“His Excellency is pleased to desire that you will give the Widow 
Buck some Temporary Relief to enable her to get Home as she purposes. 
The Times will not admit of anything permanent being done for her, nor 
does His Excellency incline to grant Lands to Children—Applications of 
That nature would be endless—but if Mrs. Buck wishes them to remain in 
This province their Father’s proportion of Land will be given to them as 
soon as they shall be of age to settle it.—-settling Lotts I need not tell you is 
out of the Question.” 


(B 63, pp. 182-3.) 


FROM MAJOR ROBERT MATHEWS TO LIEUT. McALLEN. 


“HEAD QUARTERS Quebec, 5th April 1784. 
shy ; 
“His Excellency the commander in chief is pleased to direct that you 
will upon application from Capn. Sherwood furnish such Vessel as shall 
be necessary to cross the Lake for about 200 Bushels of Indian Corn.” 


(B 63, p. 183.) 


FROM MAJOR EDWARD JESSUP TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“RIVER DUCHENE April 5th 1784. 
i “Since I Left Quebec I have seen Captain Sherwood and as it appeared 
to us that our Settlements will be in two Places Viz. one in the nighbour- 
hood of Catraque and the other in that of Oswagatie adjoining to Sir 
John Johnsons Settlement (If that should be the Case) we thought it 
would be best for Capt. Sherwood to settle with those near Catraque and 
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that I should settle with those near Oswagatie and Sir John Johnsons Set- 
tlements. But as I have no vews of Intrest by setling in one of those 
places more than the other I could wish to know If His Excellency approves 
of this Plan that I may Come to a final Determination where to setle and 
go with the first Surveyors and Lay out the town and the Lands for the 
setlers as soon as possible. 

“Though I would not wish to act the Part of an Informer yet as some 
who have been favoured by Government Seem much Dissatisfied and are 
without reason making others so—I think it my Duty to acquaint you that I 
have seen a Letter from Collo. Peters! to a Corporal Jackson Late of the 
Loyal Rangers Perswaiding him to Engage for himself and twelve or four- 
teen others of the Corps to go into the fishing business for one Robert 
Kating a tavernkeeper in Quebec (on hire) in preference to setling on the 
Kings Lands—one of the many Arguments the Collo. uses to perswaid the 
Corporal and his friends to enter into the service of the tavernkeeper is 
that he (the Collo) does not intend setling on the Kings Lands as he does 
not Like the Terms—Corporal Jackson says he has had other Letters of this 
nature from officers to perswaid him & Desiring him to perswaid others 
not to setle on Kings Lands But I could not at that time Learn their names 
as he said he was desir’d not to mention them. Jackson is now gone to 
Sorel but if you think Proper I shall speak to him when he returns. 
I know not what can be done to put a stop to these Proceedings but I fear 
it will in the End be the means of sending many Honest well meaning 
men from the Province and of making them Miserable.” 


(B 162, pp. 285-6.) 


FROM MAJOR ROBERT MATHEWS TO PETER VAN ALSTINE. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC, 8th April, 1784. 

“Sir 
“T am directed by His Excellency the commander in chief, to Acquaint 
you that he has considered your Memorial of the 5th Inst.?, in your own 
and behalf of the Loyalists Associated with you. In answer to which he 
desired me to inform you that it is his intention that A Town Lot be gran- 
ted to each of you, together with such proportions of Land in a Town- 
ship as directed by His Majesty’s Instructions. His Excellency in order 
to satisfy as much as possible, All parties, has determined that the Town- 
ships and Lotts be drawn for, he cannot therefore destine any particular 


1Lieut. Colonel John Peters, who had joined General Burgoyne’s army with a consid- 
erable body of loyalists, who were dispersed at Bennington. He afterwards failed in an 
attempt to recruit a regiment and had been attached to Jessup’s command as captain 
commanding a company of invalids. 

2This memorial, signed by Peter Van Alstine and seventy-eight others, is printed 
in Vol. XXVI of the Papers and Records of the Ontario Historical Society, pp. 352-4. 
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one for you without doing an Injustice to others, which He persuades Him- 
self you cannot wish should happen.! 

“The General is at a loss to know upon what grounds His Excellency 
Sir Guy Carleton promised that upon your Arrival here, cloathing, arms 
and ammunition should be distributed amongst you, not having received 
any Instructions for that purpose from Home, nor the least Intimation 
from Sir Guy Carleton that he had made such promises to you. His Ex- 
cellency’s feelings for the distressed Loyalists in this province have led 
Him into sums of Expence for which He has no authority but the know- 
ledge of His Majesty’s benevolent disposition towards them. That is not 
however sufficient to Justify his going the amazing Lengths that is ex- 
pected from the Requisitions of Many Loyalists who considering their own 
peculiar necessities never reflect upon the wants of the whole. I am never- 
theless directed to Signify to you that His Excellency is determined to 
afford to the Loyalists who settle in the province every protection & in- 
dulgence in his power and that such articles for settling, Cloathing, Arms 
and ammunition, as circumstances will admit of, will be distributed—arms 
& ammunition in point of defence, are totally unnecessary, and would only 
divert the settler from his more necessary Business upon his first set- 
tling down, but His Excellency will take care that they be provided & dis- 
tributed in the respective Townships in due time—In short Sir, the Loy- 
alists have everything to expect from His Excellency which the best in- 
clination and his Abilities can Afford.” 


(B 68, pp. 194-5.) 


FROM CAPTAIN JACOB MAURER? TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 
“MONTREAL 12th April, 1784. 
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“T have been able to procure 316 Bushels of Potatoes and as they may 
suffer in the Transport, if not properly secured, it will be necessary that 
an order should be given to the Commissary to deliver me as many empty 
Barrels, as I may have occasion for to put them up. 

“IT am short of the Quantity of Indian Corn, owing to the Badness 
of last season, which prevented its coming to maturity for seed, but under- 
stand that there is a very large supply at Niagara in the Indian Store, from 


lin his claim for compensation for losses, presented to the Commissioners at Mont- 
real, 27th February, 1788, Van Alstine stated that he was born at Kinderhook and lived 
there until 1775, In 1776 he was elected a member of the committee at Albany. Being 
in a minority he and sixteen others were imprisoned and kept in gaol for seventeen days 
and others chosen in their place. He joined Gen. Burgoyne in 1777 and took thirty men 
with him. In 1778 he went from Canada to New York and served as a captain of batteaux 
men, and afterwards as major of the Associated loyalists. 

2He was a native of Switzerland or Germany, who had served in the 60th regiment 
from 1756 until 1763, and had aferwards been employed continuously in the department 
of the Quartermaster General. He then held a commission as a captain in the second bat- 
talion of the Royal Regiment of New York but was still acting in the Quartermaster Gen- 
eral’s department as inspector of bateaux at Montreal. 
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whence it may be had and transported to Cataraqui without much expence 
or trouble. 

“T shall do my best to procure as much of the above Articles as pos- 
sible before the Navigation opens.” 


(B 188, pp. 244-5.) 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC, 15th April 1784. 
“Sir 
“Since my last Letter to you I have considered that part of yours 
concerning the claim of the St. Regis Indians, together with Lieut. Colo. 
Campbell! & the minutes of his Proceedings with the Indians from which 
you would perceive their Aversion from parting with the Land in Question, 
and that notwithstanding the Colonel’s repeated Remonstrances, they per- 
sist in contending on the Tract between the Letters A & B marked on the 
sketch Accompanying the minutes, in preference to any Pecuniary Com- 
pensation—Circumstanced as we are at present with the Indians in General, 
and immediately preceeding the great meeting they are to have with the 
Commissioners from Congress, I think it would be unsafe to do anything 
in the matter that might be interpreted injurious to the Indians. I there- 
fore think it will be most prudent to let them continue in possession of 
the Quantity of Land specified in your Letter, that is, from the West 
Boundary of the second Township to the dotted Line between the River 
Traverse and point Maline (Which as I understand) will not interfere with 
the intended Town plot. But it must not be understood in any other Light 
[than] as an Indulgence and during the King’s pleasure, no part of it 
ever having been granted to them As Property. You will please com- 
municate my intention to Colonel Campbell to whom I shall also write upon 
the Subject.” 


(B 63, pp. 215-6.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO CAPTAIN MAURER. 
“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC, 15th April 1784. 
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“His Excellency desires you will continue to secure as many Potatoes 
as you can procure for the use of the settlers—he is less anxious about 
Indian Corn, as orders have been long since forwarded to Niagara to send 
some down. A Supply from Another Quarter is besides expected—The 
time for the Loyalists to move being near at hand, Applications are every 
day comming in for permission to let their Families remain in their pres- 
ent Quarters untill the new settlements shall be ready to receive them— 
you are already Acquainted with His Excellencys determination that the 


1Lieut. Colonel! John Campbell, deputy superintendent general of Indian affairs at 
Montreal. 
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whole should move in order to enforce the necessity of their settling rapidly. 
& to discourage the idea of the Families remaining behind upon the King’s 
provisions, means will be furnished for encamping the common People, 
whose wives & children will be usefull in many respects from the moment 
a Tree is cut down—the Families of Officers & others of the most decent 
Order must, of course, have some preparations made for them previous 
to their going upon their Ground, and I believe His Excellency has sig- 
nified his intention to you of Cantonning these upon the Inhabitants most 
contiguous to their respective Stations—he desires you will consider of and 
communicate to me, for his Information, what number of Families you 
think can be Accomodated from La Chine upwards, that the necessary 
Orders may be given in due Time—and that you will look forward to All 
other circumstances necessary to have in readiness for the more conveni- 
ent Transport of the Loyalists.” 


(B 63, pp. 210-211.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


MONTREAL 15th April 1784. 
Sir 
At the request of John the Mohawk Chief, I have the honor to trans- 
mit herewith Copies of two letters from him to Colonel Claus upon the 
subject of the Grant of Land and the Scoolmaster they wish to obtain— 
those requests are so very reasonable that I could not refuse transmit- 
ting them to your Excellency with my Wish that they may meet with 
Success. 


(B 115, p. 247.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 15th April 1784. 
“Dear Sir 
“TJ have the honor to enclose herewith the Return of the Remaining 
three Companies of my first Battalion who wish to take up Lands—I wish 
the Townships were ready for them, but I am fearfull they will not be 
divided in time for them to do much on them this year, Unless more Sur- 
veyors are employed—I should not have thought of Recommending Mr. 
Sutherland for the Lotts I did had there been a Number Sufficient for a 
Company or had their Quality been such as to render them an object for 
more than two or three Persons.” 


(B 115, p. 248.) 
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FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO CAPTAIN MICHAEL GRASS.! 
“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 15th April 1784. 


“Sir 

“I Yesterday received and laid before His Excellency the Comman- 
der in Chief a very extraordinary Letter dated the 12th Ultimo and signed 
by you and Daniel McGuin containing some inexplicit charges against Mr. 
Van Alstine, whose conduct as a zealous & active Loyalist from the com- 
mencement of the Rebellion has been represented by many to the Com- 
mander in Chief in very favorable Terms—in Justice to Mr. Van Alstine— 
as well as to give you an opportunity of explaining more fully your cause 
of complaint against him, His Excellency has directed me to transmit 
to Mr. De Lancey, Inspector of Loyalists (thro’ whom all applications 
should pass) a copy of your Letter, and (in order to save Time) the Ori- 
ginal to Capt. Barnes with directions to enquire into the matter and to 
report to him thereon. Iam also commanded by His Excellency to set 
you Right upon another part of your letter wherein you have assumed to 
yourself & followers the Title of proprietors of the Land in Question. as 
having first found out and planed the Settlement, and having the counten- 
ance and good wishes, with the Recommendation of Sir Guy Carleton.—his 
Recommendations will always have due weight with General Haldimand, 
but your having conceived an idea of Right or Property from any Rec- 
ommendations whatever to Lands in this Province, previous to your hav- 
ing obtained them from the Governor of it is as fallacious as presumptious, 
particularly as it might militate against the interests of Loyalists who 
have served in this province the whole War, and who are naturally en- 
titled to preference (were any to be shewn) of those who have lately Emi- 
grated to it, many of whom are Mechanics who never served at all and who 
have only changed one situation to exercise their Trades in another. There 
is extent of Land sufficient to enable His Excellency to fulfill His Majesty’s 
Gracious intentions towards a provision for the distressed Loyalists in 
this Province—it is therefore his design the better to please all parties 
that the Townships & Lotts shall be impartially drawn for—if this will 
gratify your Expectations, it will give His Excellency pleasure, but if you 
look for a preference you will be disappointed.” 


(B 63, pp. 219-220.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO MAJOR JESSUP. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 19th April 1784. 

coir 
“I have laid before His Excellency the Commander in Chief your Let- 
ter of the 8th instant, communicating yours and Captain Sherwood’s 
wishes respecting your destinations at Cataraqui and Oswegatchie. You 
are so well Acquainted with His Excellency’s good inclinations to you both, 
that it is unnecessary for me to say that he will readily comply, so far 
as the good of the Service will permit, in what may be the most pleasing 
1The letter from Grass and McGuin has not been found. For the traditional ac- 


count of Haldimand’s relations with Grass cf. Herrington, History of the County of 
Lennox and Addington, pp. 25-7. 


LOYALIST SETTLEMENT rere 


to you. A very short time will decide the several situations of the Loy- 
alists & as you both travel the same Route & will meet at Sorel, any final 
determination (at present subject to change) will be best settled there, 
ae eee respect to laying out the Lands, Surveyors have been long since 
at work. 

“The General is much concerned & displeased to find that there are 
amongst the Loyalists, and better sort of them, persons so completely de- 
void of common Virtue and Attachment to the Wellfare of the whole as 
to Attempt to counteract the endeavors to fulfill His Majesty’s gracious 
intentions for their Re-establishment—it has been long since an Object 
with Mr. Peters, but His Excellency’s humane forbearance on Account of 
his large Family would, if he had a spark of goodness in Him, engage him 
to Act another part—The Ruin He is now About to bring upon the poor 
people He is Enveigling to turn Servants to a person in a very low situ- 
tion in every respect and an Adventurer, instead of taking up Farms with 
their Fellow Soldiers and sufferers must be stoped, and His Excellency 
far from considering any person engaged in so laudable a pursuit as an 
Informer, requires it as a duty of every Man who wishes well to the Loy- 
alists, to bring such shamefull proceedings to Light, & considers it in the 
present instance your peculiar Business, as the Corporal & the Men Mr. 
Peters is Debauching belong to your corps, and are entitled to your care 
& protection, His Excellency therefore desires that you will procure Mr. 
Peter’s letter from the Corporal & transmit it to me with every other In- 
formation you can obtain from Him or Any other person, to prevent as 
soon as possible, the Contagion spreading.” 


(B 638, pp. 228-230.) 


FROM CAPTAIN MAURER TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 19th April 1784. 
“Sir 

“I am duly honor’d with your favor of the 15th Inst. with His Ex- 
cellency the Commander in Chief’s Directions concerning the payment of 
Sir John Johnson’s men employ’d in Surveying over and above those al- 
low’d by the Surveyor General, which will be strictly adhered to. 

“T am much afraid the Stock of Potatoes will not be more increased, 
they being very scarce everywhere by this time. 

“Numbers of the Loyalists have made similar applications to me con- 
cerning their Families to remain behind at Coteau du Lac and on the 
Prison Island!—in order to raise Vegetables for the Winter. I always 
acquainted them that His Excellency would not permit it, but that he 
expected that the whole would move at once—And that Tents were to be 
issued to shelter the Women & Children. ee 

“IT have spoken to Mr. St. George? about Billeting the Families of the 
Officers and other Decent Persons, & we suppose that the upper end of La 
Chine, Point Claire, St. Anns, Isle Perreault, Quinchin? Vaudreuil, and the 


1Near Coteau du Lac. 

2Hypolite St. George Dupré, commissary of corvées, afterwards a member of the 
Legislative Assembly. 

3Quinze Chiens. 
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Cedars will be sufficient to lodge the Families of the above Description, if 
not Chateauguay may be added, being on that Communication. 


Oe OO 8 Ve 1G TO Oe Oe! 8) 6) 0 e 19) Oe 9 "0 8) ee eee (6!-o 6) S10.8 le @ le abn rere) (eM glia o's Jee Me) le fees) eae Naan ef ee 


oeeeereeverevevr eee eee 


“I have ordered the Potatoes to be put in Barrels & all small Tools 
in cases, to have them the more easily and safe transported wherever 
they may be ordered, and shall make it my particular study to prevent 
any delays in forwarding that Service as far as my Judgement may allow 
me to forsee what may be necessary. I hope this days Post will bring 
orders about Victualling the Loyalists after the 24th of this Month. 


(B 63, pp. 247-8.) 


FROM CAPTAIN JOHN BARNES TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


SOREL 19th April 1784. 
Sir 

I have recd yours of the 15th Inst with a letter Inclosed to Mr. Grass 
which after perusing I delivered, and agreeable to His Excellency’s di- 
rections, with the assistance of Mr. French enquired into the merits of 
the complaint contained in Mr Grass & McGuinns letter to you, which we 
find proceeded from a Jealousy that some of the people who came into 
the Province with Mr. Grass, had joyned & associated under Mr. Van- 
alstine, who says that it was not at his request, but at their own Volun- 
tary wish and desire, saying they did not approve of the Lot or Town- 
ship that Mr. Grass had fixd upon, but now they find it is his Excellencys 
the Commander in chief’s intentions that both the Townships and Lots 
shall be drawn for, they are satisfied, hoping at the same time that those 
who associate together may be allowed to settle in the same Township. 

I had Mr. Grass & Vanalstine together and endeavour’d as far as 
possible to remove all Pique and difference between them by recommend- 
ing to them unanimity and friendship as the only means to facilitate their 
wishes, & to promote the intrest of the whole. Those Jealousies I find 
proceed from their being formed into Companies before they left New 
York, and the Captains (as they call themselves) Immagining they have no 
right to quit them, and who are as anxious about augnenting their Num- 
bers as the most zealous recruiting officer could be, and take as much 
pains to do it. 

I explained to Mr. Grass how much mistaken he was in supposing 
himself the first person who found out Cataraque as a settlement, which 
he says he did not presume to take upon himself (however he might 
have expressed himself) he only ment that he was the first of the Loyalists 
who before they left New York pointed out that as the most desirable 
place to go to, if it met with the approbation of the Governor of Cana- 
da; He seems very sorry that he should have said or done anything im- 
proper or to give offence, and I must add in justice to him that since he 
has been here he has conducted himself with propriety and has been very 
attentive to all order and regularity. 

The river St. Lawrence is now breaking up between this and Mon- 
treal so that I hope in eight or ten days the navigation will be open when 
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you'll not forget to send the order required by the third Article of my 
Mem’d. It’s a doubt if our Letter carryer will be able to get over to Ber- 
thier today, as the Ice is very bad, so that if the letter is not recd in due 
time, you will know the cause of it. 


(B 138, pp. 343-45.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO NATHANIEL DAY. 


HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC, 22d April 1784. 
Sir 
As the issue of provisions to Loyalists in their General Cantonments 
was limited to the 24th Instant I am commanded to acquaint you that the 
Season not permitting their removal to their intended Settlements so 
early as was expected His Excellency the commander in chief is pleased 
to direct that they may be Victualled in their present Quarters until the 
10th day of May next inclusive. 


(B 68, p. 236.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 
“MONTREAL 19th April 1784. 


“Colonel Campbell is of opinion that if the Space between the Boun- 
dary line the Lake and Mr. Lobinieres Signiory would admit of as Large 
a Tract being granted to them as they Want on the Opposite Side, that 
they might be prevailed upon to relinquish the greater part, if not the 
whole of what they Claim—could they even be satisfied with the Tract 
from the Western Boundary of the Second Township, to the River Tra- 
verse, it would place the Town Plott in, or near the Centre of the third 
Township,! Commencing from the above mentioned River, Which I take 
to be about four or five Miles from the Centre of the Town Plott, as laid 
down on the Map—cColonel Campbell proposes going up to see them again 
on this business immediately after I receive your Excellencys Answer. 

“The Men in general begin to fear it will be very late before the land 
is divided and ready for them to begin upon, not one Township being yet 
laid out in Lotts. 

“The Officers here of the Indian Department and many others from 
the same part of the Country with the Officers and Men of my Regiment, 
are very desirous to settle with or near them, and wish to fix themselves 
somewhere in time to do something before it is too late.” 


(B 115, pp. 250-1.) 


iNew Johnstown, now Cornwall: 
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FROM MAJOR EDWARD JESSUP TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“RIVER DUCHENE APRIL 20th 1784. 
“Sir 

“T often hear the Complaints and Murmurs of the Loyalists relative 
to their becoming Tenants, or of not being acquainted with what assistance 
they are to have in setling their Lands, or the Distance those Lands are 
from Markets, and the Danger of setling near to Savages and I understand 
that Some are Determined on settling near Missisque Bay or at Lake 
Memphramagoge that if the Governor should not permit them to do it 
that they will wait a while Longer and send to England for a grant which 
they seem sure of obtaining—But I endeavour to shew them the folly of 
their fears and Jealousies & of their obstinate Behaviour and find it a 
hard task—as I fear that these things originate with the friends to Con- 
gress and that they are nursed by some men among us who to satisfy 
their foolish Ambition of being at the head of a Party or from vews of 
Intrest or something worse who spare no pains to accomplish their Dif- 
ferent vews— . 

“But as the Difficulty of geting Cattle to the new settlements and 
the Inability of the setlers to furnish themselves with a Sufficient number 
seems to be one of their greatest fears If a schene Could soon be fallen 
upon by Goverment to furnish them Either as a doneation or on security 
to be paid for on a future day I think it would have good Effects by Quiet- 
ing the fears of some and frustrating the wicked Designs of others. 

“But if nothing of this can be done by goverment I think we should 
try to raise a sum among ourselves for that purpose but fear that cannot 
be done unless we get something for our Losses & though at Present I 
cannot do anything in this matter yet could I be so far Assured of being 
paid a Considerable part of my Losses as to be able to raise Money on 
the strength of it I would (if His Excellency should approve of it) Imme- 
diately set about procuring such a number of Cattle as may be absolutely 
necessary for this year for the settlement of the Loyal Rangers and those 
atteached to them on my own account. Should no better way be found 
of doing it I have reason to hope His Excellency will forgive my forward- 
ness in offering my opinion or proposals as it proceeds from a wish to see 
the new settlements flourish and the vew of Government as nearly as pos- 
sible Accomplished and shall always be ready to give every Assistance in my 
power.” 


(B 162, pp. 252-3.) 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 
“HEAD QRS QUEBEC, 22d April, 1784. 


“Sir 

“I have to Acknowledge the Receipt of your letter of the 15th Inst. 
covering two letters to Colo. Claus from John the Mohawk requesting your 
good Offices with me for an Augmentation of the Land intended for the 
Mohawk Nation at the Bay of Quinté, and the establishment of a school 
in their Village. I have so often expressed to you the Interest I take 


in the welfare of the Mohawks, that it is unnecesary to say that I shall 
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chearfully, as far as it is in my power, come into such measures as you 
and they shall consider for their Happiness, with this view Altho’ I am 
partial to the situation & the Arguments urged by Joseph for their 
settling at the grand River in preference to the Bay of Quinté yet, so 
desirous am I to prevent the Nation from separating (from a conviction 
that a determined Union and Attachment can alone support their strength 
& consequence, as well with the six Nations as the Americans) that I 
advised Joseph rather to yield to the General opinion than oppose it if 
he should find the bulk of the Nation prepossessed in favor of Quinte Bay, 
as they can at any time extend their settlements and form such connections 
with any of the six Nations who may settle higher up, as their mutual 
Interests shall require. I have, therefore, only to acquaint you that you 
have my Authority to Acquaint the Mohawks who have decided for Bay 
Quinte that it is not my intention to restrict them to the 7,000 acres 
mentd in their Letter to Colo. Claus & that whatever addition shall be 
deemed necessary for their more comfortable and happy Establishment 
shall be made. I speak of the Mohawk Nation for I never will entertain 
an' idea of any distinction between their villages. I shall also, in com- 
pliance with their wishes, allow them a School Master—you have not 
said anything of the person they recommend, I shall therefore rely entirely 
upon your choice of a proper person, whose attachment to Government, in 
all situations must be the first consideration. 

“IT am this day favored with your Letter of the 19th Inst. If you 
think that Joseph’s reasons for wishing that a few of the chiefs from 
Canada may go to & that their presence will have a good Effect at the 
General meeting, if you can find such as you can confide in, I have no 
objection to their going. 

“With respect to the St. Regis Indians, I am entirely of opinion that 
if means can be found of settling their claim with[ou]t their mixing with 
your settlement, it is most to be wished. Col. Campbell may therefore 
make offer of the ground ment[ione]d in your Letter lying between the 
Boundary Line, the Lake, and Mr. Lothbiniére’s Seigneurie in lieu of their 
last demand. 

“The season not having proved so favourable as was expected for 
the Removal of the Loyalists to their Settlements, they will receive pro- 
visions in their present quarters until the 10th of May when I hope every 
obstacle will be removed.” 


(B 63, pp. 236-8.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO CAPTAIN MAURER. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 22d April 1784. 

“Sir 
“T have received your letter of the 19th instant communicating, for 
His Excellency’s information, your having conferred with Mr. St. George 
Dupres upon the means of cantoning in the most convenient Situations, 
such Families of the Loyalists as cannot immediately repair to their settle- 
ments, which meets with His Excellency’s Approbation, as also your having 
complied with Captain Brant’s Requisition for a few Tools and the prepara- 
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tions you are making for facilitating the Transport of the Loyalists to 
their Settlements—His Excellency desires that you will transmit to me, 
for His Information a Return of the Tools you have put up in small cases 
for the Loyalists. 

“The season not having permitted the removal of the Loyalists to 
take place so early as was expected, orders are this day issued that they 
shall be victualled to the 10th of May next inclusive, by which time every 
obstacle to their proceeding immediately to their respective Stations will 
be removed.” 


(B 63, pp. 231-2.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO CAPTAIN JUSTUS SHERWOOD. 


HEAD QUARTERS, QUEBEC 26th April 1784. 
Sir 
I am favored with your Letter of the 14th instant which I have com- 
municated to His Excellency the commander in chief, and am directed to 
acquaint you that in consideration of Ensn Bettus’s misfortune a subal- 
tern’s proportion of Land will be granted for the support of his Family— 
no Answer can at present be given respecting the continuance of his 
pension, until Instruction shall be received from which some General 
Arrangement will be made. 


Les ah etene ts am Since my Letter to you respecting the Indian Corn to be 
received from Vermont, Orders have been transmitted to Lieut. McAllan 
to use every Diligence in getting down the rapids some of the Craft while 
the waters are high, it will therefore be totally out of his Power to man 
whatever Vessel shall be sent on that service, you will therefore apply to 
Major Campbell who will furnish a party from the Garrison. 


(B 63, pp. 239-40.) 


FROM CAPTAIN JOHN BARNES TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


SOREL 26th Ap] 1784. 
Sir 

T am to acknowledge the Receipt of yours of the 22d Inst and to re- 
quest you will inform His Excellency the Commander in chief that I should 
have sent the return required by this Post but that Lieut French is up 
at Montreal. I expect him down tomorrow and with his assistance hope 
to get it ready to go by next Post. 

The River between this and Montreal is open and navigable. I have 
wrote to Captn. Maurer to know if he can find a proper place to lodg the 
Baggage of the Loyalists in, if so, I propose seting them to Carry up in 
Batteaux all their heavy luggage and Lodg it there, which will expedite 
their move when the order is given. Please to let me know if it is His 
Excellency’s intentions that the Loyalists shall take with them the barrack 
beding they have now in use. 


(B 138, p. 346.) 
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FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


E “MONTREAL 26th April, 1784. 
ae ir 

“The Highlanders and others of my Regiment of the Roman Catholic 
and Protestant Persuasions have Applied to me, through their officers, to 
request that your Excellency will be pleased to Indulge them to settle in 
Seperate Bodies for the Benefit of their Religion. 
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(B 115, p. 252.) 
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FROM STEPHEN DE LANCEY TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


MONTREAL Apl 26th 1784. 
sir 
Your favour of the 22d Inst came to hand too late for me to com- 
municate His Excellency the Commander in chiefs directions concerning 
the Issuing of provision to the Loyalists at their different Cantonments 
especially to those at Coteau du Lac & River du chaine where I do imagine 
they have drawn as usual those in and nigh this place drew their provision 
up to the 10th of May but not inclusive this was also done before the 
rec’t of your lett’r owing to the directions Mr Jeffery the commissary 
received from Head Quarters I shall endeavour to find out what number 
of the Loyalists choose to settle on the River upwards from the long Saut 
& also those that wish to go to the Chaleur Bay & inform His Excellency 
as soon as possible. The Loyalists at Machiche and Sorel are making 
daily and very heavy complaints for the want of provision and cloathing 
which is in some measure owing to those above 12 years old being struck 
off and they not able to get employ. I have lett’rs from some of the best 
people amongst those at Machiche informing me that it was very sickly 
and several died owing as they think for the want of provision and cloath- 
ing I have repeatedly wrote to Mr French informing him that such com- 
plaints were made & begg’d him to make inquiry about it, that these poor 
people might be releaved, which he has not done. Many blame Mr French 
and say they suffer for his neglect and cruelty. The following is a copy 
of a lett’r I just rec’d from Mr Van Allstine of Sorel which I must begg 
youl lay before His Excellency. 


(B 165, pp. 225-6.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO STEPHEN DE LANCEY. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 29th April 1784. 

“Sir 
“TI am favored with your Letter of the 26th inst. and have com- 
municated it to His Excellency the Commander in Chief. The Loyalists 
at Machiche have been uniformly discontented and troublesome. Their 
complaints have always been enquired into and found to be vexatious, 
excited by a Mr. Adams and a few other ill disposed Persons, The sickness 
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they complain of (Meazles & Chin Coughs) has been common thro’out the 
province, & one would suppose, would rather diminish than encrease the 
consumption of Provisions—Were any Alteration necessary to be made, 
the time of their moving, (when their Allowance will be greater) is so 
near at hand that it would not be worth while to do it. His Excellency 
had always intended to Cloath them on their departure for their settle- 
ments in proportion to their wants, & the situation of the Store, for which 
directions will be given at Sorel. As it will not be possible to give com- 
pleat Equipment to the whole indiscriminately His Excellency expects you 
will be very particular in obtaining the most authentic Returns possible 
of those who are really in distress for cloathing and Blankets, and he 
desires you will transmit them without loss of time to Capt. Barnes at 
Sorel.” : 


(B 63, pp. 256-7.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO MAJOR JESSUP. 


“QUEBEC 29th April 1784. 
“Private. 
“Sir , 

“In Answer to that part of your Letter of the 20th Instant concerning 
the purchase of Cattle for the settlers, I am to acquaint you that His 
Excellency is satisfied of the expediency of the measure & wishes he could 
Effect [it], but the truth is that he has already taken so much upon him- 
self for the Loyalists without the least sanction from Home, that he cannot 
venture to go on with any degree of safety. It is impossible for him to 
Assure you of being paid your losses but from the parliament having taken 
up the matter & appointed commissioners, His Excellency thinks there 
is every probability that some Indemnification will be made to the Loyalists 
for their Losses & he thinks your idea of raising a fund for the purchase 
of Cattle very advisable, taking security for payment on a future Day, 
nothing will give His Excellency greater pleasure than to have it in His 
Power, by being Authorized from Home to give his Aid to this or any 
measure which will tend to the prosperity of the new settlements. 

“In Answer to your Letter of the 16th, in your own, & behalf of 
Captain Sherwood for 200 Acres each at the Bay of Chaleurs, His Excel- 
lency desires me to tell you, that He will not have the least objection to 
your having Lotts there & will do what he can with propriety to gratify 
your wishes respecting the situation. He is, in a very few days, to take 
into consideration, & arrange with the Surveyor General the ultimate plan 
for the distribution of the Lands at the several situations where settle- 
ments are to be made, and Chaleurs Bay will be particularly thought of.” 


(B 68, pp. 254-5.) 
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FROM CAPTAIN JOHN BARNES TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


a SOREL 29th Aprl 1784. 
ir 

Inclosed I send you the returns required by your last letter. I have 
made them from those given me by the heads of the Associated partys, 
and the Names of others collected by Lieut. French. On examination I 
find there are many of those here and in the Vicinity, that have not given 
in' their Names to go to either of the proposed places. 

Capt Wm Fraser with the Loyalists from Yamaska are now here on 
their way to Montreal for which place they set off this afternoon. I have 
directed them on their arrival to apply to Captain Maurer for further 
direction and assistance to forward them to La Chine. 

Some of the Loyalists going upward are very anxious about moving 
so soon as possible. I proposed to them forwarding immediately their 
heavy luggage, which they decline doing till they move with it. 


(B 138, p. 347.) 


FROM CAPTAIN SHERWOOD TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“ST. JOHNS Ist May 1784 
5 “T have received your favour of 26th Ulto. and shall give Major 
Campbell every assistance in my power in Collecting the sentiments of 
the Loyalists which I fear will be very difficult as they are much divided 
by the intrigues of a few designing men.—I am inform’d that a Sub- 
scription for Missisque bay is handing about at Sorrel, Mountreal and this 
place privately, and that the people who Choose to settle there, or on 
private seignorys are promised their provision by Contribution by private 
Gentlemen, as long as the other Loyalists get it from Gov’t if His Excel- 
lency shall refuse to Grant it to them. 

“Tt is not in my power to describe to you the many artful Measures 
taken to disswade the people from settling at Cataracqui it is industriously 
reported that the Indians have protested against that settlement and have 
already kill’d & sculp’d several Loyalists—that the Mohawks are to have 
all the Land worth settling in that Country, that the people will have no 
Security for their Lands, or provisions, but will be liable to be depriv’d 

th at any time. ; 

i ee have eate every possible Effort in publick & private to Counteract 
those false insinuators, & to promote harmony in which I was successfull 
untill Lieut. Wehrs arrival from nena with such incouragement for the 
issisque Settlem’t as put all in Confusion again— 
: beeMionaay 3d. I ck ae ill to compleat this letter by the last post & 
have now an opportunity of acknowledging your favour of the 29th in- 
closing Mr. Pritchards! narritive and a draught on Capt. Maurer for 248. 
Pritchards assertions Contradict his former Conduct & Conversation, but 
I believe he heartily repents, and is fully determined not to oppose meas- 


1Captain Azariah Pritchard, late of the King’s Rangers, 
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ures recommended by Gov’t. I wish all the other Malcontents were as 
pliable but some of them seem implacable. 

“T hope & pray that the removal of the Loyalists may soon take place, 
and I heartily wish His Excellency the Commander in Chief may be at 
Sorrell at the time of the general rendevous, as I think His presence would 
strike a damp on these turbulent spirits who, I know are determined to 
make disturbance. 

“T am Exceedingly unhealthy at present which I believe is not a 
little owing to perplexity of mind.” 


(B 162, pp. 271-2.) 


“Return of the Number of Felling Axes, Frows and Drawing Knives 
made by the Smiths Engineers Department at the different Posts under- 
mentioned, Vizt. 


Fell 


ee Frows! Drawing Knives 

At Quebec 1st May 1536 205 100 
At Sorel 18th April 614 129 30 
At St. John’s 20th April 995 ee —— 
At Isle Aux Noix 19th April 452 wee — 
Total 3597 334 130 

At shone: 180 35 Artillery 
4a75 | 514 165 

HENRY RUDYERD 
Comm’g Engineer. 
(B 168, p. 26) 


FROM CAPTAIN JACOB MAURER TO MAJOR ROBERT MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 3rd May, 1784. 

“Sir 

“T have the Honor herewith to enclose you a list of Tools &c., Issued 
to the Mohawk Indians going to their new Settlement under Captains 
Isaac & John. 

“I must beg the favor of you to be Pleased to inform me, whether 
I am to defray the Expenses attending Lieut. Govr, Hays moving up to 
Detroit, He having made a Demand for Canadians to man Three Batteaux 
to Carleton Island, the beginning of next week, and I would wish neither 
to be too lavishing nor too stinty with the Public money. 


1A tool for riving shingles. 
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ual | hope Wednesdays Post will bring something about the moving of 
the Loyalists as I understand the Frasers from the Block House! are on 
their way to this place—on their arrival I propose sending them on to 


La Chine.” 
(B 188, p. 251.) 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 6th May, 1784. 

Sir 
In answer to your letter of the 26th Ultimo, I have to Acquaint you 
that I have no objection that the Men who served in your corps of the 
Roman Catholick and Protestant Religions should settle as distinctly as pos- 
sible, it may be effected by changing the Lotts they shall draw, or in such 
way as you shall think most likely to satisfy both parties; having attention 
to a strict observance of the King’s Instructions for settling Lands...... 


(B 63, p. 270.) 


FROM CAPTAIN JOHN BARNES TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


SOREL 6th May 1784. 
Sir 
I have recd yours of the 3d Inst and with respect to the Copy of the 
anonymous Letter inclosed am to inform you that two or three days ago 
Mr Isaac Man jun came and shewed me a paper, of which as near as i 
can recollect this is an exact Copy. He said it was brought up here by 
a man called Dr Mosley, and that Mr Smith the person it was directed too 
being out of the way it was put into his hands, and that unknown to the 
person who gave it him he took an oppertunity of showing it me, when 
I desired him to get me a Copy of it, which he would have done, but was 
not allowed to keep it long enough and at the same time asked him where 
it came from, and if [he] knew who was the Author of it, he said that Mr 
Mosley told him [he] got it from Col Peters of Quebec, who copy’d it in a 
hurry, and that Prichard was with Mosley when he delivered the Paper, 
but denied having any hand in or Countenancing it, I then asked Mr Man 
if Mr Patt Smith to whom it was address’d had seen it, and if it met with 
his approbation and support, he said that he had seen it and seemed very 
angry that Col Peters should take the liberty to direct such a Paper to 
him and that he would have nothing to do with it, in consequence of which 
I this morning sent for Mr Smith and asked him if he had an anony- 
mous Letter addressed to him, he said he had, but never had it in his 
posession that he met Dr Mosley the evening he came up here, who told him 
that he had left a Paper for him at Mr Mans, he immediately went there and 
heard it read, and then told Mosely he would have nothing to do with sO 
Diabolical, a rebellious piece of Business, and that he was much surprised 
Mr Peters (with whom he had not the smallest Connection) should take 
1Captain William Fraser of the Loyal Rangers, had commanded the garrison of a 
plockhouse on the Yamaska river, where his brother, Lieutenant Thomas Fraser, served 
under him. 
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the Liberty to address such a Paper to him. Mr Smith wishes for an 
opportunity of vindicating himself, if it should be supposed that he has 
any connection with the Author of this Paper by bringing Peters before 
His Excellency the Commander in chief and making him declare that he di- 
rected to him without his knowledge, consent, or approbation. He says 
that he understood from Mosiey that Peters is the man alluded to in the 
Paper who is to come up here, and that if he do come he will bring him to me 
and make him declare the above— 

I cannot find that any of the Loyalists here Countenance or Joyn in 
this proposition. Mosley is expected here soon when I shall be informed 
what success he has met with above, or is likely to meet with here. I 
find he’s concerned with one Ross a refugee who has purchased a seigniory 
formerly belonging to Bowers on' the River Yamaska— 

I imagine the Refugees who have not given in their names to go 
upwards above the Grand Saut or down to the Chaleurs Bay are those 
who intend settling here wnder Mr White,! of which I have desired Mr 
French to collect a return—which will send you by next Post. 

The associated Partys under Vanalstine and Grass have begun for- 
warding to Montreal some of their heavy luggage. 
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I promis’d Mr Man not to let his name be mentioned as having com- 
municated to me the anonymous Paper which I must request of you to 
avoid. 


(B 138, pp. 351-54.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 6th May 1784. 
“Dear Sir 
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“T enclose herewith a letter from Joseph,? relative to the lands on 
the Lake St. Francis, from which it would appear that the Indians are 
satisfied that the second Township should be compleated nine miles from 
where the first ended near the River Raisin, and that the third, which 
is now called the second should begin so low down as to leave the town 
Plott that is laid out, in the Center of the Township, which would reduce 
their share to about two Miles and three Quarters, or better, for which 
they expect a Grant, as Colonel Campbell was Authorized to promise them.’ 
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(B 115, p. 258.) 


1Probably Alexander White, formerly sheriff of Tryon County, N.Y. 

2Joseph Brant. 

8This claim was still unsettled in July, 1795, see letter of Alexander McKee in 
Simcoe Papers. IV, pp. 52-3. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The Refugee Loyalists residing at Quebec who propose settling upon 
the Lands which His Majesty has been pleased to allot for them at the 
Bay of Chaleurs and in the neighbourhood of Cataraqui are desired to 
hold themselves in readiness to embark for the said places on the shortest 
notice & to give in their names at the Military Secretary’s Office on Mon- 
day Morning the 9th Instant when they will be informed of the Time and 
place of their Embarkation. 

QUEBEC 6th May 1784. 
(B 68, p. 263.) 


The Quebec Gazette published on May 13 contained the following 
notice respecting the embarkation of the settlers. 

“The Loyalists and disbanded Troops destined for the Bay of Chaleurs, 
are hereby informed that the vessels intended for their conveyance can- 
not be got ready before the 24th instant. The day of their embarkation 
will be advertised in the Gazette previous to that date. 

“The Loyalists, &c., destined for Cataraqui will embark at this place 
on Monday next the 17th instant, on board Batteaux which will be delivered 
to them for that purpose. 

“By His EXCELLENCY’S Command. R. MATHEWS. 
“May 12, 1784.” | 


FROM MAJOR ROSS TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“CATARAQUI, 7th May, 1784. 
“Sir, 
“I have had the Honor to receive His Excellency’s letter of the 29th 
March also your letters of that date accompanied with the necessary orders 
which have been regularly publish’d & attended to. 

“T have now the Honor to enclose a return of the names of the Officers 
and men who choose to Settle at Cataraqui agreeable to his Excellency’s 
letter, those in Canada excepted, whose signatures I have not as yet been 
able to obtain, almost all the Officers and the greatest part of the Soldiers 
think of nothing else at present but accepting of the offers made them, 
but the latter Seem much distress’d that they have not had an opportunity 
of Seeing their lands as Soon as the navigation opened, and as no Sur- 
veyor has as yet arriv’d they begin to think that before that can be done 
the Summer will be too far advanced for any kind of Cultivation.” 
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(B 126, p. 102.) 


FROM MAJOR JESSUP TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“SORREL May 9th 1784. 

“Sir 
“T have receiv’d your Letter of the 29th of Last Month and have as 
far as I have had opertunity Communicated to the Loyalists His Excel- 
lencys Concern on account of the Discontents of many of them and His De- 
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termination not to grant the Lands in the Neighbourhood of Missisque Bay 
and of His Inclination to fullfill His Majestys Gracious Intentions for the 
advantageous settlements [of] those people in which I hope he may suc- 
ceed notwithstanding the pains taken by some persons to prevent it—And 
as I mentioned to you in my Last Letter that the two Capts. Jones! and 
the Messrs. Mans had been too busy in this Matter I am now Convinced 
that it is the Case for on my arrival here I heard that Mr. John Peters 
Junr.? had been at this Place with a paper for His People to sign nearly the 
same as the one that I understand was transmitted to you from this 
place signed A L—Mr Peters is gone to St. Johns with old Collo. Man? and 
I am this day told by one Sergant Northrop Late of the Loyal Rangers 
that Mr. Peters said that the Memorial would be Supported or Backed by 
his Father, Capt. Jones (I suppose Jonathan) and one other person whose 
name he had forgot and many other Principal People and that since Mr. 
Peters had left this Place that Mr. Wm. Man had said he had got several 
Signers to which the Memorial with other signers names is to be affixed and 
should Mr. Peters return this way I believe Serjant Northrop will be able to 
get the particulars of the affair and perhaps get the names of the promoters. 
If so he will acquaint Capt. Barnes or Mr. French or both.” 


Ce 2 


ee ee eee eee eevee eve eve 


(B 162, pp. 276-7.) 


FROM CAPTAIN JOHN BARNES TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


SOREL 10th May 1784. 
Sir 
I have recd your favor of the 6th Inst and am waiting impatiently 
for your next which you say will inform me of the time fixd for the De- 
parture of the Refugee Loyalists who are now more troublesome than ever. 
Col. Peters’s son passed this on his way to St. Johns on Friday or 
Saturday last, he had a paper with him which am told he asked several 
to sign, but I do not learn that any here did sign’d it, or that he left any 
Copy. Mr Man senior whose son is now down at Quebec is gone up to St 
Johns with Mr Peters, from which I shd suppose he Countenances this 
intended Memorial altho’ his son was the first that informed me of the 
anonymous Letter brought here by Dr Mosley— 
Agreeable to His Excellencys order I desired Mr French to urge those 
refugees who had not decided where they wish to go to settle and to tell 


1Captain John Jones and Captain Jonathan Jones, late of the Loyal Rangers, Jessup’s 
battalion. 

2Late an ensign in the King’s Rangers, afterwards in 1812, lieutenant-colonel com- 
manding the first Northumberland regiment of militia. 

8Isaac Man, formerly of Stillwater, N.Y., colonel of the militia of Albany county 
and a judge of the inferior court. He had been imprisoned for sixteen months for his 
loyalty but was paroled in July, 1778 and allowed to go to Canada. He lost considerable 
property. His son, Isaac, joined General Burgoyne at Ticonderoga in 1777 with fifty-seven 
loyalists. He was appointed quartermaster in Jessup’s corps and afterwards major of 
brigade for provincial troops. After the convention of Saratoga he went to Canada and 
received the commission of quartermaster in the first battalion of the King’s Royal Regi- 
ment of New York. He settled with his father at Carlisle Bay. 
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them at the same time that all Issues of Provision after the others set 
off will cease, in consequence of which the familys agreeable to the en- 
closed return gave in their names to go upwards— 

I also desired a Return from Mr White of the People who wish to 
settle here, which have here Inclosed by which His Excellency will see that 
he is very active in engaging people to settle under him and those are 
not all confined to Artificers and that he expects many more to joyn him, 
some of which I find are discharged men from the Corps of Loyalists, and 
Refugees who have been following their several Trades at Montreal. I 
must request you when those lots are to be given to remind the Genl of 
those people recommended in the List delivered by Lt French, who have 
served in the several Departments at this Post since it was established, 
and are not included in Mr Whites return. 


(B 138, pp. 356-57.) 


FROM MAJOR EDWARD JESSUP TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“SOREL May 10th 1784. 
“Sir 

“T Received your private Letter of the 29th of Last Month & am very 
happy that His Excellency is Disposed to give every assistance in his 
power to the new setler of the Loyalists and hope he will soon have Per- 
mission to Gratify his Inclination. 

“T am very sensible of His Excellency’s favour in Condescending to al- 
low Capt. Sherwood and myself Lotts in the bay of Chaleurs and to gratify 
us as far as he can with propriety with respect to the Situation and as 
that place is to be one of the settlements my son! has an Inclination to 
settle there (at Least for a while) and to take his Lands there Provided 
that he may with propriety have a grant of one of the Rivers of Kaske- 
bejack with the Rite of the Salmon fishery in them Included and the Lands 
Lay on each side but if not he will take his Lands with the Corps in the 
uper Country. I should Esteem it as a Great favour if he may if any 
person is wanted as an assistant Surveyor or a Commissary or Clark to 
Register the Lands he may be Employed as such Employments are often 
more usefull to a young person than the pay they get for doing it as it 
accustoms them to business as well of a publick as of a private nature, 
and if any Employment should be for persons of Doctor Walker’s pro- 
fession I hope His Excellency may think of him.2 Though I mention 
these things to you I hope it will not be thought that I am not sensible of 
the favours allready shewn to me or that I have a thought that I have 
reason from anything I have done to Expect by nor shall I think myself 
neglected if they are not granted. 

“And as to settling on Lands I wish to know in what part of the up- 
per Country His Excellency thinks most for the good of the Service and of 


1Edward Jessup, Jr., late ensign in the Loyal Rangers, afterwards member of the 
Legislative Assembly for the County of Grenville, (1796-1800,) clerk of the peace for the 
district of Johnstown, and lieutenant-colonel commanding the first regiment of Leeds 
militia. 

2Probably his son-in-law, Dr. James Walker. 
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the Loyalists to make the Genl. Settlement & I shall go there myself and 
make it my business to promote it notwithstanding what I formerly men- 
tioned of settling near Oswagatia as that was more from a vew of pro- 
moting the settlement than of any private vews, the Post is going. 

“As Mrs. Jessup is in a bad state of health I shall Leave her here for 
a while and Return to Quarters to-morrow in order to move as soon as 


I get orders.” 
(B 162, pp. 276-9.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 13th May 1784. 
“Sir 
“By Order of His Excellency the Commander in Chief, I have the honor 
to Acquaint you that finding the season advances so fast, without His hav- 
ing received further Instructions which he hoped for, respecting the Settle- 
ment of the Loyalists, he has thought fit to order that they shall repair, 
without loss of Time, to the settlements Alloted for them—Those for the 
Bay of Chaleurs are to be here by the 24th Instant, when Vessels will 
be ready to receive them and All at & in the Neighbourhood of St. Johns 
are to Repair to Sorel, where they will be met by the Surveyor General, 
with further Instructions, one of whom will proceed to Montreal in Order 
to settle with you the distribution of the Townships and Lotts to be oc- 
cupied by your Regiment and His Excellency is pleased to direct that they 
may be held in readiness to proceed immediately after to take possesssion 
of them.” 
(B 63, pp. 288-9.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO STEPHEN DE LANCEY. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 13th May 1784. 
“Sir ‘ 

“His Excellency the Commander in Chief having in vain waited in 
Hopes of receiving further Instructions respecting the settlement of the 
Loyalists in this province, is Obliged from the Advanced season of the 
year to give Orders for their General removal from Quarters to their in- 
tended settlements.—He is therefore pleased to direct that you will with- 
out loss of time, send down to this place, all Loyalists at, and in the vicinity 
of Montreal who have made choice of the Bay of Chaleurs for their settle- 
ment—aAs the vessels intended for their conveyance will be ready by the 
24th instant and will sail from hence in a day or two after the like Order 
will be sent by this Post to the several Quarters of the Loyalists.—Capt. 
Maurer has His Excellency’s directions to provide a conveyance to this 
place for such as you shall make application for. Please to transmit to me, 
for His Excellency’s Information a Return, specifying to what day they 
are provisioned. 
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“The Loyalists here who are destined for the River settlements above 
the Long Sault will embark on board Batteaux on Monday next the 17th 
Instant and proceed to the Rendezvous at Sorel. Those at St. Johns and 
in Neighbourhood are ordered to Repair there also, where they will re 
ceive further Orders.” 


(B 68, pp. 285-6.) 


ANONYMOUS PETITION. 


Copy of the form of a petition written by Mr. Peters and Circulated 
by his directions throughout the different Cantonments of the Loyalists in 
Canada. Dated at Quebec the 24th April 1784. 

After the form or Caption let them say they don’t chuse that Lands 
at Cataraque or the Bay of Chaleurs on the terms offered, and that the 
Declaration put down in Lord North’s instructions to General Haldimand 
to be signed by every one taking Lands is unconstitutional, that they have 
a right to refuse it and demand that Government has allowed them as 
Loyalists—that the King’s Proclamation does not bind them to take Lands 
in any place in particular but that they should have it in some of his Pro- 
vinces as tothe [torn] Every man that has any Constitution would risk 
& take it without taking we have endeavoured to use all endeavours to 
keep up the British Constitution, have sacrificed all our Property and ven- 
tured our Lives, and our poor familys are now beggars for our Loyalty 
but still will would (sic) take Arms again in the same Cause if the King 
would allow us Arms, which we have been deprived of by General Haldi- 
mand’s order after using them in His Majesty’s service or for several years 
we expect to be Subsisted in Any of the King’s Dominions where we settel 
until we can subsist ourselves which we have the promise of from the 
King—this will not be long we will be diligent and industrious, and want 
only a reasonable time. Utensils we want &c. and think it a little hard 
that we are obliged to take the King’s Land under on worse terms than we 
can get it under the French Seigniors in Canada we think it hard that the 
Loyalists be deprived of all that they [torn] and if we don’t take those 
Lands offer us under those bad terms in a place that General Haldi- 
mand thinks best he being advised by some few designing men who expect 
some advantage by it—some of which men have threatened us with starv- 
ing and of taking off our Pay which the King has allowed us for our Ser- 
vices Government will not force us to our hurt we shall not starve, they 
will let us be a free people under a British Constitution & this we glory 
in—if we sign this Declaration we do it with our own Consent and are tax- 
ed by our Concern and wish, for parliament made an Act in 1778 wherein 
they declare they relinquish all right of taxation in Any Province or Colony 
for ever &c., &e, this is to be seen in the Statutes of the British Parliament 
the date above—Don’t let us be disheartened or be made slaves of in this 
Province, let us stand for our rights we have the King & Parliament 
{torn] and a British Constitution we will maintain with our lives and 
fortune. Loyalists it is now for you to shew the world you have a feeling 
for Britain & yourselves draw up a petition to the Commr in Chief of what 
you wishes are send it to A.Z. Quebec it shall be presented it will if just 
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be backed by the best Gentlemen in this Province and a number of them 
there is you will not want provision Government will give it you or you shall 
have it now untill you can pay for it but settle Lands & be good Subjects 
encouragements are offered by Mr. Lanaudier and others A man will come 
to you & let you have soon—if you have not the terms. I am your Friend 
and one of you ee 


To the Loyalists Canada. 
(B 178, pp. 289-291.) 


COPY OF A LETTER FROM CAPT. SHERWOOD & DR. SMYTH TO 
MAJOR MATHEWS. 


Dated ST. JOHNS 13th May 1784. 


In consequence of your Letter of 10th instant respecting Col. Peters 
and his Confederates lately conjoined in private conspiracy, We have in 
Obedience to His Excellency’s commands used every effort in our power 
to find out the Accomplices in the Complot, as well as the wished for 
Original Paper. Inclosed you have Pritchard’s declaration which is con- 
firmed by Dr. Mosely. 

The Original paper we have delivered to Mr. Man who is to send it 
immediately to you. You will perceive by its mangled appearance that 
force and Stratagem obtained it. This Insidious paper was brought from 
Peters, by Mosely to Montreal, from whence he sent it to St. John’s by one 
Allen. 

It is our sincere Opinion that Mosely and many others, His Adherents, 
are very busily employed in Poisoning the minds of the Loyalists and using 
every means to draw off their attention from the Crown Lands. This 
opinion is strengthen’d by a Conversation we had with Mosely yesterday, 
and unless there is a Stop put to their Proceedings in time it may be at- 
tended with disagreeable Consequences. 

P.S. Since writing the above Captain Pritchard has sent me the in- 
closed Information signed with his name.—both Captain Sherwood & my- 
self are fully convinced that the original Paper is in the Hand writing of 


Col. Peters. 
(B 178, pp. 292-3.) 


FROM CAPTAIN SHERWOOD TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


13th May 1784. 


I have your favor of the 10th Inst which I Communicated to Dr. Smyth 
and we have inclosed the result of our Examinations on the Subject of your 
letter. Mr. Man has got the insiduous original of which you sent me a 
Copy, which I knew to be Colonel Peters handwriting & spelling but I 
don’t believe the diction to be entirely his, tho I think it is in part. 

It appears plain from Dr. Mosely & Pritchard, that the Seigniors in 
Canada are at the head of the Scheme, indeed Mosely owned it & said it 
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was for their Interest to settle their own Lands with the Loyalists that 
the Lands and terms offered by Governmt pointed out nothing but Chains 
of Slavery, that there was nothing but oppression in this Province, that 
the liberty of the press is taken from us and we need never expect to en- 
joy, in this province the usual privileges of British Subjects—in short I 
am convinced that Mosely is a principal & one of the most Active in this 
rebellious scheme, they have their Emissaries in every Cantonment, at 
St. John’s Mr. Wehr, Alexr Taylor and John Martin (low fellows) are 
foremost, at Machiche, Hobson & Case, at Du Chene Serjeant Ward, Peter 
Mills and some others, Ward & Mills are now at this place blowing the 
Coals of sedition like two furies. 

I am persuaded that the most effectual method His Excellency can 
adopt at present to Counteract their schemes is to order all the Loyalists 
to their destined settlements immediately wihout giving them time for 
ploting at Sorel, or any other place, letting them know at the same time 
that provision, tools, seeds, and other assistance those will have who settle 
on the King’s lands loyally & peaceably, but I must here request in behalf 
of the familys belonging to Jesup’s Corps, at this place, that they may be 
permitted to stay here and draw their allowance of provisions while the 
men go up and build their Huts. My reason for requesting this, is, the 
most of them have (after impatiently waiting some time past for moving 
orders) began to plant & fence their gardens. 

I hope however before this can obtain an answer that we may receive 
orders to move which I think will generally be complyed with. 


(B 178, pp. 293-294.) 


DEPOSITION OF CAPTAIN AZARIAH PRITCHARD. 


Captain Pritchard says 

Colo. Peters informed him that Mr. Cochran, Mr. Bliss and others at 
Quebec would if necessary advance twenty thousand pounds Stg. for the 
present support of such Loyalists as preferred settling on Seigniories to 
the King’s Lands, that Mons St. Luc La Corne & Col. Campbell in Mont- 
real were sensible the Loyalists had been ill treated & were now determined 
that they should not be too much crowded for want of assistance; that Mr. 
Cochrane was determined to ruin Genl. Haldimand respecting the Lands 
on Misissque & Memphramagog to the Loyalists who had applyed for those 
Lands as that would enable them to strike a home blow on the General at 
once—He also says that Mr. Bliss was the person who formed the insiduous 
paper & that Colonel Peters drew his Copies from it, Doctor Mosely being 
examined, confirms the whole of the above, except the last Paragraph res- 
pecting Mr. Bliss; and some certain arguments and expressive Ideas which 
Mosely Exhibited, there is occasion to believe he is a principal Agent in the 
nefarious business now on foot and it is very apprehensive that he has 
Several Emissaries employed in the same dangerous business. 
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N.B. The man mentioned in the insidious paper to be sent to the 
Loyalists to collect their Sentiments for A.Z. appears to be Ensign John 
Peters who has been to all the Cantonments & was lately at St. John’s 
Supposed and said to be on other business, and that he was to be paid good 
wages for his trouble. ae 


G.S. 
(B 178, pp. 297-298.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO MAJOR JESSUP. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 13th May 1784. 
“Sir, 

“T have to acknowledge your Letter of the 9th Instant upon the sub- 
ject of the discontents prevailing Amongst some of the Loyalists thro’ the 
Instigation of Col. Peters and others.—Your Conjecture that the Joneses, 
Mans, and Smyths, are concerned in it is not without Foundation, yet I 
should hope it will prove otherwise—if Jonathan! is of their opinion his 
having declared for Cape Breton, one would think, ought to keep him 
Silent, and if Patt Smith? is of the Party, He is playing a very deep card 
indeed—should all this prove the case—(which must soon come to light) 
it will be very discouraging to the General to find that go little Dependence 
can be had in those, who from their Situation in Life, & the protection of 
Government, ought to be amongst the foremost to Second his views for 
the general good of the Loyalists—I hope Northrop’ will be steady in ob- 
serving your directions on the Return of Young Peters. 

“In Answer to your Private Letter, I have to acquaint you that His 
Excellency has just made out Instructions for Lieut. Governor Cox‘, re- 
specting the impartial distribution of the Lands to be granted at the Bay 
of Chaleurs, but particularly forbidding all monopolies of Fisheries, con- 
sistently with which His Excellency cannot possibly give your son the 
Fishery of one of the Rivers of Kaskabajack, & the Land on each side, in 
which case I should think it more eligible for Him to take His Land with 
the Corps—but it may be advisable to send him down to settle the Portion 
of Land you wish to have there, whilst you are Employed above—Your 
Actual situation there is not yet determined, nor perhaps cannot well be, 
until you get upon the ground, but it is the General’s Intention to Settle 
the Country upwards from Sir John Johnson’s last Township to Cataraqui 
—orders will this day go for all the Loyalists destined for the Bay of 
Chaleurs to repair immediately to Quebec and those who go up the Country 


1Captain Jonathan Jones. 

2Patrick Smyth, a justice of the peace and captain of militia, who had joined Gen- 
eral Burgoyne in his advance and had been taken prisoner but afterwards escaped. After 
his death at Sorel his family removed to Kingston, see Dr. A. H. Young, Parish Register 
of Kingston, p. 143 note. 

3See Jessup’s letter of May 9. 

4Nicholas Cox, lieutenant governor of Gaspé. 
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from St. John’s and the neighbourhood to come down to Sorel where they 
will receive further orders. 

“P.S. The first vessel going to Montreal will carry for you, additional 
to the care of Captain Maurer, some Bails containing the Cloathing due 
to some of your Corps, Agreeable to a Return you gave in—A proportion 
of Arms will be sent up to be delivered at the respective settlements.” 


(B 65, pp. 20-2.) 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


s HEAD QRS. QUEBEC 17th May, 1784. 
ir 
From your Approved zeal for the Kings Service, the interest which 
you have at all times taken in the Happiness of his Loyal Subjects who ow- 
ing to their attachment to His Majesty’s Government, have been obliged to 
abandon their properties and take Refuge in this Province, & from your 
knowledge in General of, & Influence with these people, I have thought fit 
to request that you will take upon you the management & direction of 
distributing to the said Loyalists, & to the disbanded Troops in the Upper 
part of this province, the Crown Lands which in pursuance of His Majestys 
Instructions, I have allotted for their reception. You will herewith re- 
ceive particular Instructions for your Guidance in the Execution of this 
important public Service, in whch the Officers commanding posts & others 
Civil and Military are hereby strictly required to afford you every aid & 
Assistance in their power to give. 


(B 68, pp. 313-4.) 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 
“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC, 17th May 1784. 


“oi : 

“The future Happiness of the Loyalists who are about to settle in this 
Province depends so much upon their being distributed not only to the 
best advantage of the Interest of the Crown but, as much as may be con- 
sistent therewith, to their private wishes, & satisfaction, that I feel in- 
terested in the Event beyond what I am able to express to you, & I fully 
resolved, for these purposes, at least to have been present at Sorel, & if 
possible to have proceeded with them to Cataraqui, had I been so fortunate 
as to have received my Dispatches from England time enough, which, at 
this critical period cannot fail to contain matter of much importance to 
the Government of this Province, unable to undertake this Business I do 
not know any Person so proper for it as Yourself, as well from your Rank 
in Life, your former situation with these unfortunate People, the influence 
you have & always must support with them, and your Local knowledge of 
the greatest part of them when situated in the Colonies. Their vicinity 
to, and the good understanding that should be preserved between them 
and the Indians who are to settle at the Bay of Quinte, is an additional 
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motive for my wishing to employ you upon this important occasion. I 
must therefore request that you will take upon you the direction of it. 
I have taken every precaution that I could think of to make the Task as 
easy as possible, and as the most troublesome part of it will be the partial 
applications that you must expect will be made to you, I will furnish you 
with Copies of the King’s & every Instruction that can tend to ease you in 
that respect. You will have the assistance of the Surveyor General and 
His Deputy in arranging the Townships &ca. and also of Mr. De Lancey, 
Major Jessup, Captain Sherwood & other intelligent Loyalists who will 
exert themselves in the execution of this business. It will not be neces- 
sary that you go to Sorel, as I have given Major Holland and Mr. Collins 
directions to meet the Loyalists who will assemble there from St. Johns & 
that neighbourhood in order ultimately to determine their choice of sit- 
uations, Returns of which will be given to you; and after distributing 
Lots to some who have a desire to settle upon the Seigneurie of Sorel}, 
they will proceed with the rest to Montreal, where you will take your 
measures with them for going on immediately to the settlement of your 
Regiment. Captain Maurer has orders to provide everything necessary 
for their transport and to put up in cases assortments of Tools which will 
be distributed upon the Ground, together with such quantities of Potatoes, 
Indian Corn and small Seeds as He has been able to collect. Arms will 
afterwards be sent to Cataraqui to be given out to the Corps which have 
been formed, as soon as the most essential Business of the settlements 
shall be in forwardness. Much pains have been taken to spread discon- 
tents amongst Loyalists and to dissuade them from settling upon the 
Lands which have been allotted to them, upon many unjust & false In- 
terpretations of the King’s and His Ministers Instructions for granting 
Lands, and of the mode I have adopted for the execution of them per- 
suading them that they will obtain Lands on easier terms from Private 
Seigneurs, and there are some who are Stiled Leading-men who have 
promised to back a representation from the Loyalists complaining of the 
Terms offered by Government, and to raise a Subscription for the purpose 
of furnishing Provisions for all such as prefer settling upon private Sei- 
gneuries, as long as Provisions shall be allowed to those who settle upon 
the Crown Lands. I am sorry to say they have been so successful as in 
some measure to prevent for the present many from returning their names 
either for the Bay of Chaleurs or for Cataraqui, because I am morally 
certain that the consequences to two thirds of these poor people will be 
that after Labouring two or three years upon private Seigneuries, under 
Stoppage for Provisions &ca., they will at last be obliged to apply to Gov- 
ernment for Lands, when it will be out of my Power to give them Provi- 
sions which, as well as any other Douceurs I now venture to afford them, 
is entirely at my own risk, not having a shadow of Authority from any 
Quarter for what I am going to do, tho’ there are not wanting People who 
talk very freely of the little encouragement held out to the Loyalists in 
this Province. I inclose for your Information a copy of an anonymous 
Paper which was sent from this Place some time ago by a Dr. Moseley, to 

1A muster of the disbanded troops and loyalists, who were settled on the seigniory 


of Sorel, made on September 12, showed that they numbered 316 persons, of whom ninety- 
five were men. 
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be circulated at the Several Quarters of the Loyalists, it is the Production 
of Mr. Moseley & Colonel Peters, the latter was confronted before Mr. 
Patrick Smith and Mr. Isaac Mann, Junior, and could not deny that He 
& Moseley had put together something to that Purpose, but not expressly 
in the same words, and acknowledged he sent it up the Country by Mose- 
ley with great reluctance, he disclosed to me the names of some Persons 
here who have promoted their discontents. You will be surprised to hear 
them, & I shall on a future occasion mention them to you. Major Holland 
will give you some Books to be equally distributed thro’out the Townships 
containing His Majesty’s Instructions for granting Lands to Loyalists &ca., 
in this Province, together with extracts of Letters from the King’s Minis- 
ters relating thereto, and the Oaths of Allegiance &ca., and the declara- 
tion required to be made and subscribed by each settler, for the Purpose 
of giving the fullest Information of the Terms on which Lands will be 
granted to all Persons who shall settle, the said Instructions &ca. are to 
be read to them previous to their signing the Books. 

“In order to prevent Jealousies, I have already acquainted you with 
my Intention that the Townships and Lots are to be drawn for thro’out 
the Province, as well by the officers as the men, I had it in Idea that 
the officers should have a proportion of their Quotas in front, but upon 
reconsidering the King’s Instructions and the good Effect such an Evident 
impartiality must have I have determined upon the Latter. 

“The Inconvenience will be very trifling to the Officers, their Pro- 
portions being so much larger than those of the men, it will be in their 
Power to exchange for the front Lots, should any particular situation 
make it desirable. Inclosed I send you a distribution of Land for the 
Unincorporated Loyalists who have received Pensions in this Province, 
calculated as they were classed in that List, and from the best Informa- 
tion I could obtain, to do Justice to every Individual whose Proportion of 
Land could not be decided by Rank in the Service, having considered their 
former situations & proportioned their Quotas to the Rank they would 
probably have held if incorporated—such officers have also been considered 
who have exerted themselves in raising men for additional Companies, 
but who from the conclusion of the War have not been nominated. 

“You will receive from Mr. Holland a Special Commission empower- 
ing you to administer the necessary Oaths, & the Declaration required 
by the King’s Instructions to be made & subscribed by each settler, Mr. 
De Lancey, Major Holland, Major Ross, Major Jessup and Mr. Collins 
will be furnished with the same Authority. 


(B 65, pp. 22-9.) 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 
“QUEBEC the 17th May 1784. 


“Oi : 

“While I flatter myself that benefit will be derived to the Public in 
general, and satisfaction to the Loyalists in particular by leaving to your 
discretion and management the settling upon the Crown Lands the dis- 
banded Corps and Refugee Loyalists in this Province, my desire for your 
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welfare inclines me to hope that personal advantage may, at the same 
time, result to you from it, and a thought has struck me which, if it 
meets with your Wishes, I shall endeavour to carry into execution, & 
which your transacting this Business, the extent of the Country that will 
be occupied by the Loyalists and the Indians of the Six Nations who will 
retire from the States, connected with your appointment as Superinten- 
dant of Indian Affairs will afford me an opportunity of offering with Pro- 
priety to the King’s Consideration—It is that you should be appointed 
Lieut. Governor and Commandant of the District and Superintendant 
General of all the Loyalists therein. 

“TI mention this to you entirely in Confidence, & whatever opinion you 
may entertain of it, I must desire that you will never utter, except to 
myself, for as the Ministry and Government of Public Affairs at Home, 
are at present so very fluctuating, no Dependence can be had upon the 
Success of Applications from hence, and a Failure would be an unpleasant 
circumstance both to you and myself. 

“My wishes on this occasion are strengthened by the contents of your 
Last Letter to Major Mathews, think well upon the subject of this and 
communicate to me your sentiments thereon.” 


(B 65, pp. 29-30.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO CAPTAIN MAURER. 


“HD QRS QUEBEC 17th May 1784. 
“Sir may 
“His Excellency the Commander in Chief is pleased to direct that you 
will procure as many grind stones as you can at Montreal for the use of 
the Loyalists, having been disappointed in that Article at this place, and 
also that you will have the Axes, drawing knives &ca., very well ground 
and carefully put up in Boxes in readiness to be put on Board the Batteaux 
with the Loyalists when they move upwards, which will very soon hap- 
pen, as Major Holland & Mr. Collins are to set off Tomorrow or the next 
day for Sorel to ascertain the number & proceed to Montreal with them, 
who are to settle above the Long Sault. His Excellency therefore depends 
that you will have everything in perfect readiness to forward the Trans- 
port with all possible dispatch.” 


(B 638, p. 302.) 


FROM PETER VAN ALSTINE TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


SOREL 17th May 1784. 

Sir 
I must beg the favour of you to Interfere in my Behalf to the Com- 
mander in chief so as to procure an order for me and my family to have 
Quarters and Provision on this Ground Till my wife is able to be removed 
who is now Exceedingly Ill and also that there may Be Some Directions 
about my Removal when she may Be able to Be removed and as the sea- 
son is far advanced I expect it wont Be Long Before the Order will Come 
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to Be Removed and as perhaps there may Be an impossibility to move 
them at the time the Rest goes when I was at Quebeck Last the General 
Seemed not Determined about our Subsistance God only knows the Nes- 
Sisty we are under for the want of it as my family is in such a state of 
Health that the Rations are not Suficient to Suport a sickly famely 
any thing that you Can do for me Sir with the Commander In Chief will 
lay under Ever obligation Sir there is a Mr Simon Cole & John Trumpore 
that Have their famelies in the Country they have wrote for them To 
meet them at Skeensburg they are now Destitute of Permissions to go 
out for them I could wish you’ld Send Permissions for those Two men 
and as many Hands as will work the Boats If you should agree to Influ- 
ence the Commander in Chief in their favour should Be glad it might be 
Don By the next Post as their famelies will Be there Soon. 


(B 162, p. 288.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 
“MONTREAL 17th May 1784. 


“Si 


“I was favored with your letter of the 13th Instant by last Post, 
Acquainting me with the Generals orders relative to the Movement of the 
Loyalists to their respective Settlements, and that one of the Surveyors 
General would proceed to Montreal to settle with me the distribution of 
the Townships and Lotts to be occupied by my Regiment, from the Advan- 
ced Season and the Anxiety shewn by all the Men to get to their lands, 
I could wish the Division of the Townships into Lotts had been thought 
of sooner, as it will take a length of time to Effect it, and until it is ac- 
complished, it will be impossible to ascertain the Number of Townships 
that Will be Necessary for my Regiment, as doubtless, great part of them 
will be not fit for, or Worth Cultivating, particularly the first/, and 1 am 
at a loss to know what Number of my Second Battalion may settle with 
the first, Parents and their Children being divided in them—I could wish 
therefore that His Excellency would be pleased to Allott the Lands from 
Point Baudet to include the second Township above the one the Town 
Plott is laid out in for the use of my Regiment, their friends that are 
daily coming in, and for such of the Indian Department as may chuse 
to settle among them—the other Corps could then begin at once at the Next 
Townships, which are the best, and extend themselves upwards as far 
as their Numbers will occupy—this I conceive to be the only Method to 
prevent much delay, and that will give general Satisfaction by leaving 
Room for friends to come in. 

“T find it impossible to make out the Descriptive Return of the Second 
Battalion untill I hear from Cataraqui—I shall therefore delay the first 
till I can make out the second—I would hope from all I can learn that 
there will be no occasion for it to secure half pay.........-. esse esse ees 


(B 115, pp. 258-9.) 


1The present township of Lancaster. 
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FROM CAPTAIN MAURER TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 17th May 1784. 
Gols 

“I have been Honor’d with your favor of the 13th Inst. informing 
me of the intended movement of the Loyalists and you may be assured 
that His Excellency’s commands will be strictly observed. 

“I could wish by next Post to receive some Instructions concerning 
the manner in which those for the Upper Country are to be forwarded, 
what number of Canadians they are to be allow’d to each Batteaux and 
what Provisions they are to receive.” 


(B 188, p. 255.) 


FROM STEPHEN DE LANCEY TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


LA CHINE May 17th 1784. 
sir 

Yours of the 10th Inst enclosing copy of an anonymous Letter to the 
Loyalists I received from Mr. Smyth who was very anctious to see Dr Mose- 
ley and express’d a great desire to find out the original but Mosely was 
gone off we heard to Sorel. 

Colo. Peters son is now going round requesting signers to a Memorial 
address’d to His Excellency the commander in chief the Substance of which 
I think is drawn from this letter, he last Saturday shew’d this Memorial 
to Capt Fraser and his Brother who both refused signing it. I am in- 
formed several others have done the same. The Mr Frasers have both 
promised me to disswade every one they are acquainted with from sign- 
ing it. Iam informed the principal of the signers is a sergent whose name 
I am not able to find out and that there is but very few others. I shall 
endeavour to gett a copy of this Memorial. If I do I will send it immedi- 
ately to you. edb) 

I have also received yours of the 13th Inst pr post the People whose 
names I returned to you for the Chalore Bay were gone down the river be- 
fore yr lJett’r came to hand. Capt Meaurer tells me he furnished Mr. Hogell 
with a boat but how the others went I cant learn, they have all been 
Victual’d to the 24th of this month. There is several others here who have 
since concluded to go but say they cannot gett ready by the time. There 
is several black men in this neighberhood who join’d the British Army 
and came off with the Loyalists. I will be glad to have his Excellency’s 
Instructions about them. They have applyed to me to know if they will 
have lands and other priviledges that the Loyalists have. I will take it 
as a particular favour if you would lett me know what Quantity of Lands 
his Excellency will be pleas’d to allow me and my Family. I have a Wife 
one son 20 years old one daughter 8 one Son 6 and one son 10 months. 


(B 165, pp. 235-36.) 


{ 
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FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO MAJOR HOLLAND. 


nF “QUEBEC 18th May, 1784. 
“ae ir 

“Having communicated to you His Majesty’s Instructions for gran- 
ting Lands in this province, to such of His disbanded Troops & Refugee 
Loyalists who are desirous of settling therein, and the mode I have adopt- 
ed for the Execution thereof, & having furnished you with copies of 
the same with every instruction & power necessary for laying out the 
Lands allotted for that purpose—You are hereby directed to proceed with- 
out loss of Time to Sorel, where I have ordered that all persons of the 
above description in that district shall be assembled to declare Ultimate- 
ly their choice of situation You will therefore make out particular Re- 
turns specifying their Names, number of each Family & places where 
they shall chuse to settle, which you will communicate to Capt. Barns 
of the Quarter Master General’s department who has my directions to 
forward them without delay on their different Routes from Sorel, you 
will proceed to Montreal, where you will confer with Sir John Johnson, 
to whose direction I have thought fit to commit the settlement of the 
disbanded Troops & Loyalists in the Upper district of the province & to 
whom you will give every Assistance in your Power in the Execution of 
that Service—Sir John Johnson will communicate to you my Instructions 
to Him upon this Subject & you will deliver to him the Books contain- 
ing the King’s Instructions, Oaths, & declarations to be made & subscribed, 
together with the Certificates for the settlers, which are to be distributed 
thro’out the settlemts. as Sir John Johnson and you shall think best. The 
advanced season of the year requires the utmost dispatch in this Busi- 
ness. You will, of course, first proceed to settle the Royal Regiment of 
New York upon the Ground allotted for them, which I hope is by this 
time nearly laid out, from thence upwards to Cataraqui—His Majesty’s 
Instructions respecting the manner of laying out the Land, & the portions 
to be distributed are so full, that it is unnecessary for me to Add to them, 
further than to remind you of what I have verbally mentioned that every 
partiallity is to be avoided, for which purpose my Instructions to Sir 
John Johnson direct that the Townships & Lots in each are to be indis- 
criminately drawn for, as well by the Officers as the Men—Your Progress 
in this Business will depend so much upon local circumstances, & unfore- 
seen contingencies, that it would be in vain to offer any other than Gen- 
eral Instructions. On Sir John Johnson’s & your zeal for the King’s Ser- 
vice & the Happiness of the Settlers, I therefore rely for a successful 
Execution of it. 

“You shall hear from me upon the Subject of the settlement of Ni- 
agara, concerning which I shall send directions to Lieut. Colo. De Peyster 
& to Major Ross to send up, Lieut. Tinling to lav out the Ground lately 
purchased at that place, which, considering the Quantity which must be 
reserved for the King, is by no means sufficient to settle all the Corps of 
Rangers, part of which will consequently come down to Cataraqui.” 


(B 68, pp. 310-12.) 
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FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


= “HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 20th May 1784. 
6 r, 

“In Addition to my Letter of the 17th Instant I have little to offer 
besides my most Sincere Wishes for the happy execution of its contents, 
& to acquaint you that, by a Letter from Major Ross, I am pleased to 
find that almost all the Officers & men of your second Battalion think of 
nothing else than settling at Cataraqui. They are very impatient to have 
their Lots assigned to them, and I am satisfied that your zeal and their 
Happiness requires no Spur from me to hasten your progress to them. 
I should hope from what has been done at the Settlement for your first 
Battn. that your stay there will be short, & by a judicious distribution of 
the Surveyors, the whole may be embraced in a short time. Major Hol- 
land & Mr. Collins have had much experience in Laying out Townships, 
& tho’ it would be a tedious business to mark out each Lot, running a few 
Lines will sufficiently define them for every man to know his own, so as 
to go to work immediately. 

“T have not heard any thing of the disposition to settle of the 84th 
Regt., but I hope they will see their Interest in doing it—it must soon be 
decided, as I shall be under the necessity of disbanding that Corps & the 
other two in the upper country on the 24th of June next. 
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“Inclosed is a List of seeds I have collected here for the use of the 
settlements—they are addressed to Captain Maurer & will be delivered to 
Him by the Baron de Reitzenstein a German Officer who, with another & 
about 16 men discharged from the Brunswick Troops, will sett off to-morrow 
to settle at Cataraqui, or wherever you think it will be best to place them, 
they will be followed by 30 or 40 more, who are at present employed in 
the King’s works for whom it will be necessary to reserve Lots where 
the others shall be placed. The Baron has also charge of some Boxes 
of Tools, consigned to Captain Maurer, which with those he has prepared 
you will order to be delivered on the Departure of the Loyalists from 
Montreal or on their arrival upon their respective grounds. as you shall 
think best. An Order is enclosed to the Conductor of Artillery at Mon- 
treal to issue from the Arms delivered into Store by the Disbanded Corps. 
Firelocks in the proportion of one to every five men with two Pounds of 
Powder & four of Ball, these will be to kill Pidgeons &ca. for the Messes, 
more at present would divert them from Labour, but when settled they 
shall all be Armed. 

“You will not understand by the General Instructions that the Officers 
should draw for their Lots with the men, that it is my intention to include 
or circumscribe you with the Situation when you expressed to me your 
wish to build, my desire to Accomodate vou. and the confidence I have of 
the Liberal use you will make of every Latitude given to you makes me 
consider any Restriction on that subject unnecessarv. I recollect that in 
conversing with you upon the subject of conceding Lands to the Refugee 
Loyalists, I expressed my determination not to grant any of the Islands. 
IT now repeat it and as I know you will have many applications on that 
Score, I must desire that you will not suffer Settlements to be made on 
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any of them, as the situation of some may hereafter become objects of 
public concern. 

“You will perceive that the Townships already laid out, are not pro- 
portioned as directed by the King’s Instructions, they must be corrected, 
and the Instructions followed in all situations where the ground will admit 
of it which I have particularly mentioned to the Surveyor General. I 
would not have the Townships named but all comprehended under the title 
of Royal Seigneuries, and numbered 1, 2, &c., wowards. 

“Both Major Jessup & Captain Sherwood have mentioned the expedi- 
ency of procuring Cows &ca. for the settlers at large, & recommended it 
to be done from the Mohawk River by Oswego. The utility of the 
measure is very evident and I hope I may receive Instructions giving me 
Latitude to afford that Assistance by the time it will be proper to put it 
into execution, after conferring with these Gentlemen or other fit Persons 
upon the subject, be so good as to let me know your opinion thereon. 

“Mr. Collins has built a Saw Mill near to Cataraqui, I have taken 
it for the use of the King, & would have it immediately prepared for Work 
for the Public good of the Loyalists who will have the Planks & Boards 
necessary for their Houses gratis, this is one of the first things to be 
Attended to and will prove a very Advantageous circumstance. 


(B 65, pp. 31-5.) 


List of seeds sent by Major Holland for the use of Settlers in the 
Upper Country. 
QUEBEC 18th May, 1784. 
One Bag containing 4 lb. of Onion Seed. 
One do. do. 11 lb. of Norfolk Turnip. 
One do. do. 9 lb. early Dutch Turnip. 
One do. do. 12 lb. large Dutch Cabbage. 
One do. do. 13 lb. Sellery seed. 
One do. do. 17 lb. Orange Carrot. 


One do. do. 4 lb. Short top Radish. 
One do. do. 3 lb. Parsley seed. 
One do. do. One Bushel of Marrowfat Pease. 
JOHN MORRIS #&* - 
(B 68, p. 309) 


FROM MAJOR ROBERT MATHEWS TO PETER VAN ALSTINE. 


HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC, 20th May 1784. 

Sir 
I have to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 17th Instant, 
which I have laid before His Excellency the commander in Chief, who is 
sorry to find that the situation of your Family is such as to prevent your 
accompanying your People to their intended settlement, as your presence 
there would no doubt be of infinite service as well to yourself as to them. 
You are no stranger to the discontents that have been fomented amongst 
them by designing, unworthy People, and on the first encountering the 
Difficulties that must attend the Journey they have to take, or those of 
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getting upon their Ground, the example and the Countenance of their 
Leaders can be but ill dispensed with: His Excellency therefore cannot 
help wishing that you should conduct them to their Ground, see them 
make a beginning, and leave your own Lot in forwardness; after which, 
you could come down to your Family, and arrange matters for taking them 
up, in which you will be provided with the needful assistance—in the mean- 
time His Excellency has directed that their Quarters and Provisions at 
Sorel be confirmed to them. 

In regard to the continuance of the subsistance to Loyalists, His 
Excellency waits for Instructions from Home, as he cannot consistently 
with the rigid orders he received last Fall for the contraction of all ex- 
penses take upon himself to keep on foot so material a charge to the Public, 
and as he has been obliged to discontinue the Pensioners upon the List in 
this Province, He could not with any degree of Justice continue those from 
the Southward. 

I inclose a Pass for Messrs. Cole and Trumpore and the men necessary 
to man the Boats to bring their Families from Skenesborough—but all 
this should have been done long ago, as they will not only lose a season 
at their Settlement but partial Transports will be attended with Inconven- 
ience and Expence to the Public. 

P.S. Mrs Van Alstine [and] Family are to remain in Quarters and 
to draw Provisions. 

(B 63, pp. 318-9.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC, 20th May 1784. 
“Sir 
“I take the liberty Sir, herein to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Letter of the 17th Instant, which I have laid before His Excellency, who 
has directed me to refer you to his letter of the 17th Instant of this date 
for the distribution of the Townships allotted to your Regiment, approving 
at the same time of your proposal, for leaving some room for Indian 
Officers, & for eventual comers connected with your Corps. His Excellency 
persuades Himself that in this & in every matter relating to the speedy 
& happy settlement of the Loyalists you & Major Holland will act for the 
best, & with the strictest impartiality.” 


(B 63, pp. 315-6.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO CAPTAIN BARNES. 
“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 20th May 1784. 
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“I am to signify to you His Excellency’s entire Concurrence that the 
Cloathing should be delivered out to the Loyalists previous to their De- 
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parture, for the good Reasons you mention—And that Discrimination which 
His Excellency has always recommended in that Donation can never be 
so well observed as on that Occasion, for, by having Equipments ready 
and seeing the Persons paraded, you will be able to judge who are really 
in want, and who are not—His Excellency desires therefore that the Distri- 
bution may be made accordingly. 

“His Excellency has not the least Objection to your giving those 
Loyalists bound to Chaleurs a necessary Provision of Hay to Carry any 
Cattle they may have to that place. 

“His Excellency desires you will forward to Capt. Maurer in Cases 
properly ground such Tools as you have prepared for the Loyalists and 
direct that the same may be done from St. Johns, and if Capt. Maurer 
has not any Cloathing in Store, it will be necessary to forward some to 
him, acquainting him of the manner it is to be distributed.” 
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(B 638, p. 322.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO CAPTAIN MAURER. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 20th May 1784. 
sishte 
“In answer to your Letter of the 17th instant desiring Instructions 
concerning the Number of Canadians to be allotted to each Batteau, and 
the manner in which they are to be provisioned, for the Transport of the 
Loyalists to their Settlements, I am directed to signify to you His Ex- 
cellency the Commander in Chief’s pleasure that as few Canadians as pos- 
sible, but as many as are indispensably necessary, are to be employed. 
They will be provisioned as usual in that Service. 
66 > 


“The Potatoes, Fruit Slips &c., that you have collected are to be given 
to Sr. J. Johnson, to be distributed to the Loyalists in such places & pro- 
portions as he shall think fit.” 


(B 68, p. 324.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 
“MONTREAL 20th May 1784. 


ce “T have the honor of your Excellencys Letters of the 17th Instant 
with the enclosures—from the earnest desire your Excellency has expressed 
for the Establishment of the Loyalists in this province as much to their 
Private Wishes and Satisfaction as will be consistent with the Interest 
of the Crown, as well as from my own Wish on every Occasion to render 
both every Service in my Power, I shall most chearfully undertake the 
Task you have assigned me—at the same time, I have my doubts of being 
Able to Accomplish it to the Satisfaction of All Concerned, but as I shall 
be guided in my Conduct by Equity, Impartiality and the assistance of 
those best Acquainted with the Pretentions and Merits of the Parties 
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concerned, I hope to give general Satisfaction. The Annonymous letter, 
a Copy of which Mr. De Lancey had shewn me before, has been Calculated 
for the Worst of Purposes, and may influence some of the poor people 
in the lower part of the Country, but will have very little Effect upon 
those in this Quarter—the delays that have been thrown in the Way 
of the Division of the lands has, I believe, determined some to take up 
farms from the Canadians, despairing of having it in their power to raise 
anything on the lands this year for their support.— 

“The Nature and consequence of my private business and the pressing 
manner in which my friends in England have urged the Necessity of my 
early Attendance there, render it Absolutely necessary that I should avail 
myself of your Excellencys Permission and the earliest opportunity to sail 
for England, but I hope to be able to effect the business on hand before 
my departure.” 


(B 115, pp. 260-1.) 


FROM CAPTAIN MAURER TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 20th May 1784. 
“Sir/ 

“I am Honor’d with your favor of the 17th Inst. with His Excellency 
the Commander in Chief’s Directions to Procure as many Grindstones as 
possible for the use of the Loyalists, which shall be Punctually fulfill’d— 
From the number purchased up by some of the New Sutlers, I am much 
afraid the number will be but smal. 

“T have allready sent 12 up to Cataraqui to Lt. Tinling and have still 
some remaining in Store. 

“{ have the Potatoes and Indian Corn ready pack’d up in Tierces & 
Barrels, of the former 340 Bushels and of the latter 4314 which is all I 
could procure—My axes & Hoes are likewise pack’d up in Boxes. 

“There are no drawing knives here, they were order’d to be made 
at Sorel by Lt. French, as to the number I cannot ascertain. 

“No application has been made to me as yet by Mr. Delancy for 
Batteaux to transport the Families destin’d for the Bay of Chaleurs and 
I am inform’d that there are but very few in this District. 

“Whenever the Loyalists are order’d to move upwards I shall do every- 
thing in my Power to forward them with Dispatch.” 


(B 188, pp. 256-7.) 
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FROM CAPTAIN SHERWOOD TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“SORRELL 23d May 1784. 
“Dear Sir, 

“TI have Just a moment to acknowledge your favour of the 20th Inst. 
which I have shewn to Capt. Pritchard, in the presence of Doctr. Smyth!; 
but he is not, I believe, able to Communicate any thing more than he has, 
which I hope you have rec’d this in a letter from the Doctor and me. 

“T arriv’d here this morning with 76 Souls of Jessups Corps, with 
whom I shall proceed this day for Cataracqui—since my arrival I have 
been inform’d that there is a settlement on foot at this place, and I should 
be very glad to have the privilege of drawing a town lot, and a 60 acre 
lot, as it may be a valuable object for me in a short time, and I will 
Endeavour to have some Labour done on it, in the Course of a year, tho’ 
I should not be able to settle on it so soon if ever; the Docter requests 
to be a propriator in the premises; and probably will settle on his lot 
immediately—I hope to hear from you as frequently as Convenient at 


Cataracqui.” 
(B 162, p. 295.) 


FROM LIEUT. WALTER SUTHERLAND TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 23d May 1784. 

“Sir 

“When last at Quebec I promis’d to send you an Account of the No. 
of days I was Examining the land (which is now Surveyed for the first 
Battn Rl Regt New York) in order to obtain from his Excell’y The Com- 
mander in Chief, what pay he woud be pleased to think my Labour and 
Expences merited; but on my arrival here from Quebec, I was directed 
to join the Surveying Party & Engage men to carry on the work, for which 
I was promis’d to be paid—Inclosed I send you the No of days I was em- 
ploy’d with the Surveying party and examining the land—Please send me 
an order on Capt. Maurer or Some other Gentleman for whatever His 
Excellency will be pleased to allow me, pr. Dm. I have only to add that I 
hope His Excellency will allow me, the same pay others acting in the same 
Station Rec’d last Sumer, & can assure you that I wrought as hard, & 
have more need for it at Pres’t than those employed before me— 

“Lieut Kotte arriv’d at Coteau du Lac the 20th Inst. the Party having 
refus’d to work after the 17th being then 21 miles above Oswegatchie. 

“Lieut. Kote then sent me to this place to engage men to carry on the 
survey, but Capt. Maurer informs me that a Party is gone to him; I like- 
wise understand Majr Holland is expected here soon, I will remain here 
untill his arrivall & receive his directions.” 


(B 120, pp. 161-2.) 


1Dr. George Smyth had been a medical officer employed by the Congress of New 
York at Albany, who sent much important secret information to Canada in letters signed 
“Wudibras.” Learning that he was suspected he fled to Vermont and made his way into 
the British lines. He was subsequently employed by General Haldimand as agent for 
secret service, agent for private negotiations with commissioners from Vermont, and 
commissary for prisoners, usually in conjunction with Captain Sherwood. 
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“Memorandum for Major Mathews. 
“MONTREAL 23d May 1784. 


Examining the Land from Mr. Longuills line to Oswegatchie,;& s 4d 
from 20th Septr. to 12 Novr. 1783 both days incld 54 days } 
Engaging men & with the Surveying party from 15th Feby 
to 23d May both days Incl’d 98 days. 
“WALTER SUTHERLAND.” 
(B 120, p. 168.) 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO MAJOR ROSS. 


HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 24th May, 1784. 
Sir | 

The advanced Season of the year making it necessary to settle the 
Loyalists upon their Lands without delay, I can wait no longer for the 
Instructions Concerning the Evacuation of the Posts in the Upper Country 
which, in my Letter to you of the 29th March last, I expressed a desire 
to receive previous to my Disbanding and reducing the Troops by which 
they are occupied. 

Having prepared you for the Event, and transmitted in my Letter of 
the 29th March His Majesty’s Orders for that Purpose, I have now to 
desire that you will direct the Accounts of the 2nd Battalion of the Royal 
Regiment of New York under your Command, to be made up to the 24th 
of June next inclusive, and that you will on that Day, disband the said 
Battalion: The Arms of which you will have deposited in the ordnance 
Store, reserving Firelocks in the proportion of one to every five Men who 
shall actually settle upon the King’s Land, these are intended for the use 
of the Messes in the Pigeon and Wild Fowl] Seasons, more would divert the 
Men from their Labour, but when the Settlement shall be established, it 
is my intention that the whole shall be armed. You will give orders that 
two Pounds of Gun Powder and four of Ball with Flints in Proportion be 
issued for each Firelock. 

I have by this opportunity directed Major Harris to disband the Bat- 
talion of the 84th Regiment under his Command on the 24th of June next 
and acquainted him that a detachment of the 34th Regt. will be sent to 
Carleton Island, you will therefore appoint a proper officer to succeed to 
that Command with such Detachment as you shall think necessary, and 
your Strength will admit, giving the officer proper Instructions to receive 
and give receipts for the Stores, &c., &c. 

You will receive and give every encouragement to such Non-Commis- 
sioned officers and Soldiers of the 84th Regiment as shall be inclined to 
settle in the Neighbourhood of Cataraqui and send down such of the 
Royal Regiment of New York as have not that desire. 

My Letter of the 29th of March was so full upon the Subject of 
settling the Loyalists at Cataraqui that I have but little to add upon it, 
except to acquaint you that Sir John Johnson will have the direction of 
settling the disbanded Troops and Loyalists in the Upper Part of the 
Province and will communicate with you at large upon the subject. Major 
Holland and Mr. Collins left some days ago to join him and one of these 
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gentlemen will proceed immediately to Cataraqui to continue to lay out 
the Townships and Lots which were begun last Autumn. You will by that 
opportunity receive a Book containing the King’s Instructions for granting 
Lands, the Oaths of Allegiance &c., &c. a Declaration required to be made 
and Subscribed by every Settler, together with a Special Commission for 
administering the same—You will also receive a parcel of Certificates to 
be given to the Settlers filled up with their Names and Nos of the Lots 
they draw, which are to be entered in the Book, in order that it may be 
referred to at the Expiration of the Twelve Months specified in the Certifi- 
cates when deeds will be given as therein promised. 

As the Land at Niagara which is intended for Lieut. Colonel Butler’s 
Rangers has not yet been laid out, and that the Business lower down will 
sufficiently occupy Sir John Johnson and the Surveyor General until it 
would be too late for the Settlers to Plant, I send directions to Lieut. 
Colonel De Peyster to have it marked out and distributed for which pur- 
pose it will be necessary that upon receipt of this Letter, you send off 
Lieutenant Tinling to His Assistance. Instructions will be sent to him 


for the purpose. 
(B 68, pp. 830-333.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO CAPTAIN MAURER. 


“QUEBEC 24th May 1784. 
“Sir 

“{t am favored with your last, communicating for His Excellency’s 
Information the readiness in which you have the Potatoes &c for the 
Loyalists and you have before now received His Excellency’s directions 
to deliver them wherever Sir John Johnson shall order it. 

“The part of the 34th Regiment at Montreal will by this opportunity 
receive orders to proceed to Cataraqui, and his Excellency desires that you 
will avail yourself of that opportunity to forward such matters for the 
use of the Loyalists as shall be first wanted, it will be a good occasion 
to forward Mr. Collins’s Iron Work for a Saw Mill which is to be employed 
by the Crown for the Loyalists at Cataraqui, and such proportion of Tools 
as Sir John Johnson shall destine for Niagara. 

“The Post will deliver a Parcel for Lieut. Colonel de Peyster, which 
with the enclosed Letters & the Packet for Sir John (which is under cover 
to you least he should have left Montreal) is to be forwarded by Express.” 


(B 63, p. 3438.) 


FROM CAPTAIN JOHN BARNES TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


SOREL 24th May 1784 

Sir 
I have the honor to acknowledge your Excellencys letter of the 17th 
inst which by mistake of the Post Office went by to Montreal and I did 
not receive it untill Friday 21st or should have answered it by last Post. 
Major Holland and Mr. Collins arrived here on Saturday, and yesterday 
mustered the familys associated under Messrs Vanalstine and Grass for 
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Cataraque, & I hope to be able to set them forward this evening for 
Montreal. i have delivered them clothing agreeable to Your Excellencys 
orders communicated to me by Major Mathews Letter of the 20th Inst, 
I found it impossible to ascertain by my own Inspection those most in Want, 
and that there was no other mode of doing it but by a return from the 
Heads of the Partys, who includ’d the whole saying it was impossible 
for them to make a Partial Return without leaving behind all those they 
excluded and as for themselves they were in as great Want & Distress 
as any of the whole Party. I consulted Major Holland & Mr. Collins 
on the subject and they were of opinion that it was better to furnish 
them with what the store could afford than cause any delay, not having 
any Direction in what proportion the Clothing was to be issued or what 
Articles issued in the Proportion and Articles as I thought would be most 
usefull & the store could furnish the largest supply off, a copy of which 
I sent to Capt Maurer with a proportion of clothing. I have also sent 
by this Post Capt Wood a copy of the Distribution of Clothing to lay 
before your Excellency, whose approbation I hope it will meet with— 

I proposed issuing the Tents in the same proportion as to the Troops, 
but they represented the great Inconvienency there would be of putting 
more than five into a Tent with their Provisions and Baggage, which if 
left out would be spoiled induced me on their Promess to return the Tents 
into Store when their huts or houses are built to comply with their request 
knowing at the same time its Your Excellencys Desire to have them ac- 
comodated with every necessary convenience. 

I have forwarded to Capt Maurer all the Tools ground & shall send 
up the remainder as soon as they can be got ready. 


(B 138, pp.360-63.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO STEPHEN DE LANCEY. 


QUEBEC 24th May 1784 
Sir 

I have been favored with your Letter of the 17th Instant, upon the 
Subject of the Anonymous Paper circulated amongst the Loyalists, further 
discoveries have been made, and the whole will come forth. The principals 
will be the dupes of their Vile Intentions, and I hope but few of the poor 
Ignorant whom they have deceived will suffer with them. 

His Excellency desires you will give Sir John Johnson Information 
of such of the Negros as having applied to you for Land, as He has written 
to him upon the subject. You will find that the General has allotted to 
you 1000 Acres, the proportion of a Field Officer, to which will be added 
50 for Mrs. De Lancey & for each Child—Mr. French has insisted upon 
being discontinued in any share of the direction of the Loyalists, in con- 
sequence of some misunderstanding between you & him. His Temper may 
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not be the smoothest in the World, but believe me he is possessed of more 
cleverness and activity than one half of the people employed, & that if 
you loose him, you will severely feel the want of him, besides that from 
his approved Assiduity and integrity in different Lines, he has proved 
himself a very useful Man & is much protected by the General. 


(B 63, p. 342.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


“MONTREAL 24th May 1784. 
“Sir 

“From the frequent proofs I have received of your Excellency’s friendly 
disposition towards me, I have no reason to doubt your Intention to promote 
my Interest by your late proposal to Recommend me to His Majesty for 
the Government and Command of the New Settlements expected to be 
formed in the upper District of this Province—At the same time, as it 
is a Matter of a most serious nature not only to myself but to Many others, 
I must beg your Excellency will be pleased to be more Explicit upon the 
subject of the Plan you would Mean to propose to His Majesty, as I think 
it would not be consistent with my Situation in life and the Interest 
of my family to Accept the Appointment on the footing the present Gov- 
ernments of the Upper Posts are held, and which have generally been 
siven to Reduced Subalterns, but should it be on a Plan Consistently 
liberal and Extensive, I would be willing to sacrifice a few years more 
in the Service of the Publick, in the hopes of having it in my power to 
render the Establishment of the Loyalists in that Quarter both happy 
and respectable. 

“T have been honored with your Excellency’s letter of the 20th Instant 
and shall be particularly Attentive to every thing directed therein.—but 
I am fearful from Major Hollands not being yet Arrived and the Want 
of knowledge of the Quality of the Land within the Townships that the 
Delay will be greater than was at first Apprehended, at all events nothing 
shall be Wanting that is within my power, or Abilities, to Accomplish 
the business in as short a time as it is possible. 


(B 115, pp. 262-3.) 


FROM CAPTAIN MAURER TO MAJOR MATHEIWS. 


“MONTREAL 24th May 1784. 
“Sir 

fey am Honor’d with your favor of the 20th Inst. with His Excellency’s 
orders about the Canadians to be employ’d in Assisting the Loyalists to 
carry them up to the Places of their Destination. 

His Excellency may be assured that the greatest Ciconomy will be 
used about the number as well as the Prices allow’d them to the several 
places where they are to be transported to and that for the present Tem- 
porary receipts will be taken upon the Certificates given them by the 
Officers who shall command the several Detachments, untill the whole is 
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finish’d when a gen'l Acc’t will be made out and lay’d before His Excell’y 
the Commander in Chief to obtain his pleasure thereon. 

“All Stores, seeds, &c., will be deliver’d to Sr. John Johnson and all 
other Directions he may give concerning the Transport of these and the 
Loyalists will be cheerfully comply’d with Agreeable to His Excellency 
the Commander in Chief’s Pleasure on that Head.” 


(B 188, pp. 260-1.) 


FROM CAPTAIN SHERWOOD TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 26th bn ees 
“Sir 

“I have Just arriv’d here, and hope to proceed in a Ae or Ne a 
Cataracqul. 

“I wrote you from Sorel but in my hurry torgot to mention that 
Ens’n Sherwood! had return’d, he got only ten Bushels of seed Corn, 
which he was oblidged to bring from Arlington at a great Expence—he 
purchaced 300 w’t of white and red Clover seed at 9d pr Ib, 1 bushel of 
foxtail seed, 8 quarts of Turnip seed, and some few garden seeds, the whole 
Expence £16. 10. — I shall keep the seeds with me untill I have Instructions 
how to distribute them. 

“T have Expended nine dollers for the poor familys with me since I 
left St. Johns, and it is impossible to proceed with such a number of 
familys without some Expences. which they have not money to defray— 
I beg you will represent this to His Excellency, & hope I may be refunded 
those Expences, which shall be as light as possible, but every shilling 
is an object to me, for I assure you I am oblidg’d to borrow money for 
this Journey and Except my half pay Comes soon, I shall make but slow 
progress in a new settlemnt. 

“The Loyalists destin’d for Cataracqui have, many of them, got Cattle 
at Saratoga & its vicinity which they wish to drive thro’ the woods from 
Fort George to Oswegacha, and they have desired me to ask His Excel- 
lencv’s permission to send two men to mark a road from the latter to 
the former place.” 

(B 162, pp. 299-300.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


“MONTREAL 27th May 1784. 
“Sir 

“T have the honor of your Excellency’s letter of the 24th Instant with 
the several Inclosures, the Letters for the Upper Posts shall be forwarded 
without Loss of Time. 

“T should imagine that the Negroes Mr. De Lancey alluded to must 
be the property of Loyalists, many of whom as well as those stiling them- 
selves freemen, have served in some or other of the Corps, and Consequently 
I should suppose intitled to the same proportion of land as the other Men 
are. 


1Ensign Thomas Sherwood of the Loyal Rangers. 
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“AS I am confident that two thirds of the Gentlemen, late of my first 
Battalion as well as many others, Would rather relinquish their right to 
land than Accept it by Balloting for every hundred Acres, I beg leave to 
Submit the propriety of the Plan which I proposed to Major Holland and 
which he approves of, and Writes to your Excellency upon, by this Post. 
I am certain from the Accounts of the Surveyors and Men who have been 
over the Land that it cannot in General be drawn for above two or three 
Lotts back, and that the Method proposed will be far more advantageous 
to the Officers and Men, and will give general satisfaction and dispose of 
the officers in the manner pointed out by the King’s Instructions, as on 
the contrary they might be very differently situated. I shall wait vour 
Excellency’s Answer, by which time, I hope the officers and Men will be 
at the place appointed, and that every thing will be in readiness to com- 
mence drawing for their Townships and Lotts. 

“Major Baird has acquainted me that about forty men [of the] 53rd 
Regt. had declined giving in their Names, as it was not left to their 
option to settle with my Regiment, some of the 29th Regiment have also 
made the same objection—I would therefore be glad to receive your Excel- 
lency’s directions how to Act with such of them as make Application to me.” 
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(B 115, pp. 264-5.) 


FROM CAPTAIN MAURER TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 27th May 1784. 
as) bo 

“T am honored with your favor of the 24th Inst and shall do my best 
endeavor as far as my health (which is at present precarious) will permit 
me, to forward the Loyalists without loss of time. 

“The confused & crowding manner these people arrive here will not 
admit of their Clothing being delivered to them as Capt. Barns informs 
me His Excellency was pleased to direct— ; 

“He refused Clothing them before they were muster’d by Major Hol- 
land, and as he cannot muster them before they arrive at the places 
allotted for them I from the same motive as well as not having a sufficiency 
defferred doing it until Major Holland shall send me the Muster Roll, when 
I propose sending it up to them. 

“The Expence will be trifling and much may be saved as numbers 
only wait to receive what they can & go off afterwards, which cannot be 
the case, as none will go further than the Cedars—but such as will remain. 

“Capt. Sherwood informed me that several came to Sorel. who are 
settled out of our line. on purpose to receive Clothing &ca., and return 
again, but they were disappointed. 

“Sir John Johnson, Major Holland and me, as well as the Heads of 
the several Detachments agree that it will be best to send the people 
on as fast as possible with one Month’s Provisions & forward the rest of 
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nS things after them, and on my part I am clear it will be cheaper in the 
end. 


“I shall avail myself of every opportunity to forward every kind of 
Stores intended for the new Settlements.” 
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FROM STEPHEN DE LANCEY TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


LA CHINE May 27th 1784 
Sir 

Your favour of the 24th Inst I have received. In consequence of a 
number of complaints from Loyalists in the different Cantonments under 
Mr. French’s direction against him, I wrote to him several times informing 
him there was such complts. In one letter I did mention to him it was 
my opinion that his cruel treatment of the Loyalists was the cause of their 
discontent & murmurings. In my last to him I informed him that com- 
plaints were made against him for making use of Quantities of the cloth 
and lin’n that was intended for the poor Loyalists, that the cloth was cutt 
up for carpets and the linnen for sheets for his own use, that I should 
unless he clear’d up this matter be under the disagreeable necessity of 
representing it to His Excellency the Commander in chief. I did not do 
this from any misunderstanding between us but to give him an oper- 
tunity of clearing himself of the charge. I have nothing of my own 
Knowledge to say against him since I have been in this imploy, but that 
I thought him wrong in using the II] language he often did to those under 
his care I am well convinced of his being verry capable and active in his 
post and on that acct would be a great Loss. He can have no reason to 
wish to be discontinued upon my account. 

If I recollect this is all that ever pass’d between us that has the least 
shadow of misunderstanding. 

There is several People in the district of Montreal who are unable 
to go on the lands allotted for them by Government & must suffer if they 
are stop’d their provision some old people whose sons are gone on the 
lands and as soon as they can build a small Hut and gett settled will take 
their old parents with them—some few cripples some widows and orphans. 
Capt Sherwood informs me there are some at St. Johns—vizt Mr. Devoe 
formerly a pensioner has a wife and two young children. Benj. Houff 
also a pensioner who has lost the use of his left arm by a wound received 
last war when under the command of Sir Wm. Johnson; widow Buck and 
three young children. Capn Sherwood tells me the old people are very 
sick and in great distress I will be much oblidged to you if you will send 
me His Excellencys Instructions respecting them. 


P.S. Some of the people have taken farms and have wheat oats & 
peas in the ground and begg to have leave to leave their wives & small’ 
children till after harvest and pray that they may draw provision for them 
pete till that time when they will take them up. 


(B 165, pp. 239-41.) 
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FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO CAPTAIN SHERWOOD. 


zg “QUEBEC 30th May 1784. 
sé ir 

“I have received your letter of the 26th Instant, reporting for His 
Excellency the Commander in Chief’s information, the return of Mr. Sher- 
wood with some Seeds, Corn, Hay Seeds, &c. which the General desires 
you will deliver to the order of Sir John Johnson to be joined to the 
General Stock for His Distribution, enclosed is a Draft on Captain Maurer 
for Sixteen Pounds ten shillings, the amount of the Corn &c. including 
nine Dollars you expended in Charitable uses to the Distressed Familys of 
Loyalists. every thing of that nature must in future pass thro’ the Channel 
of Mr. De Lancey, Inspector of Loyalists, and His Excellency desires they 
may be as few as possible, having no Latitude whatever given to Him on 
that Account. 

“You will apply to Sir John Johnson if with you, for Permission for 
the two men to mark the Road from Fort George to Oswegatchie, if Sir 
John is at too great a distance from you, you may yourself send them, 
but with very particular Instructions not to say, or do, any thing that can 
give cause for Offence.” 

(B 63, p. 363.) 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


Be HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 31st May 1784 
ir 

I have to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 27th Instant, 
and I feel much concern and disappointment on finding that your Officers 
have not entered cheerfully into the impartial Plan I have determined 
upon for the General Satisfaction of the Loyalists in the Allotment of the 
Land which is to be granted to them, it is a difficult matter to give 
general Content in the distribution of Benefits, each Individual considering 
His own Interest the Point He is to gain, and rating His own merit at 
the highest Price—One of the Arguments in favor of the Plan mentioned 
in your Letter, I cannot reconcile—that it would be more for the Advantage 
of the Officers and Men, that the Officers should possess front Lots and 
that two thirds of the Officers would rather relinquish their right to Land 
than to accept it by balloting for Lots, this is a proof that the Advantages 
lye in having the front Lotts, and of course that the disadvantages must, 
in proportion, attend those in the Rear, and must consequently fall upon 
the Private Men who are the least able to contend with them, and who, 
without Cattle, and in every respect indigent, would be deprived of the 
Resources of Water Carriage, whilst the richer part of the Settlement 
would enjoy them; to have the remaining Part of the officers Quota imme- 
diately behind their front Lots, as mentioned in Major Holland’s Letter, 
would be still more unreasonable, as it would render the Situation of the 
Private [Men] still more remote. 

The dimentions of the Seigneuries must be in exact Coates with 
the King’s Instructions, and be divided into Lots, numbered, should any 
of these Lots be unfit for Cultivation, they must be left unoccupied but 
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all behind them that are good, and within the Seigneuries must be drawn for 
because I am satisfied that in a few years, the Success of those Settlements 
will not only draw many from the States, but will induce one half of the 
People who now prefer Chaleurs Bay!, to apply for Land above; many 
of those whose minds have been worked upon by ill-disposed People, have 
since their arrival here, expressed great discontent & declared for Cape 
Breton, but upon hearing the King’s Instructions read and being informed 
that the Lots are to be indiscriminately drawn for and seeing that I have 
taken upon me more than I have Authority for doing, they seem perfectly 
satisfied, and have all (a Mr. Tuttle excepted) chearfully embarked for the 
Bay. 

When Beauty and the Interest of the Seigneur are to be considered, 
it is no doubt desirable to have the front Concessions occupied by the 
richest People, but in the present Instance, where the sole object is to give 
content and to render happy His Majesty’s Subjects who have unfortuna- 
tely suffered by their allegiance, the Bulk of the People must be attended 
to, and I am confident that in whatever manner this Plan may be received 
by the officers, the Public must approve it—I therefore cannot think of 
swerving in the least Point from the Sense of the Instructions I have given 
to you and to the Surveyor General upon this Subject................ 


(B 63, pp. 372-4) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO CAPTAIN MAURER. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 3rd June 1784 
‘Sir 

“The hurry of the last Post Day prevented my acknowledging the 
receipt of your Letter of the 27th May. 

“His Excellency the Commander in Chief approves of your having 
deferred Clothing the Loyalists untill they arrived at their Settlements, 
and also of your sending them off, as they arrive, with one Months Pro- 
vision, the rest to be sent after them— 

“His Excellency having promised to allow Lieut. Sutherland of the 
Royal Regiment of New York a Gratuity for exploring Land and taking 
upon him the Care of a Party which attended the Surveyors, is pleased 
to desire that you will pay him £20 Currency for which I have sent him 
a Draft upon you.” 

(B 68, p. 381.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


“MONTREAL 8rd June 1784. 

“Sir 
“I was honored with your Excellency’s Letter of the 31st Ultimo by 
yesterdays Post, and am sorry to find that what I mentioned relative to 
the officers not Inclining to take their Lands in detached pieces should 
1A nonninal return, dated at Quebec on June 9, of loyalists and discharged soldiers, 


embarked for the bay of Chaleurs in four ships and some whaleboats, showed that they 
numbered 315 persons. 
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have given your Excellency any concern or proved a disappointment, and 
that the disinterested Plan proposed by Major Holland and myself has 
not met your Wishes. The distribution of benefits certainly most seldom 
gives general content unless very Impartially bestowed, Men in general, 
in every station in life, having an Eye to their own Interest, and Rating 
their own Merit According to what they conceive to be just—Indeed the 
benefits to be received on this occasion in whatever Manner bestowed 
will be but trifling in Comparison to what many have sacrificed for them 
—From the Report of the Surveyors and Men who have been over the 
greatest part of the land, that the Townships, except two of the Upper- 
most ones, cannot be laid out above one two and three Lotts deep. I am 
still of opinion that it would be more for the Advantage of both officers 
& Men that they should draw in the Manner proposed by Major Holland 
and myself, particularly in the Townships that [may] be found to have 
but one and two Tier of Lotts, as in the first case the Captains would 
only [have] three Lotts in front instead of seven or the Number the 
strength of their family would entitle them to, and in the second they 
would have only six in both Tiers instead of their whole Quota taking up 
the Remainder in their Rear in Swamps or whatever it may prove to be, 
which could notwithstanding be still more advantageous to them in time 
on account of Meadow and Timber than taking it up in detached Lotts, 
and evidently more so for the Privates than their taking up seven, Ten, 
or More as some of them Will According to your Excellency’s Plan in 
the front or second Tier—were the Lands in general good your Excel- 
leny’s Plan would be more for the benefit of the Settlers in general for 
the reason you have assigned but I believe that the King’s Instructions 
mean that the Respective Quotas should be granted in a Body. I re- 
peatedly mentioned the Impossibility of Ascertaining the Number of Town- 
ships that would be Wanting for my Regiment unless the subdivisions 
were made and remarks made of the Number of Lotts fit and unfit to 
be occupied—And your Excellency writes to me in your letter of the 
20th May that it would be a tedious business to Mark out each Lott and 
that Running a few lines would sufficiently define them for Every man 
to know his own, if that mode is to be followed it will be impossible to 
know what Lotts are fit or unfit to be occupied till it is too late—As soon 
as the People are provided with Boats, Tents, &c., I shall proceed to the 
Spot and endeavour to put your Excellency’s Orders in Execution—the 
people are moving up as fast as they can but they have been delayed for 
want of Boats, Tents, &c. 
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(B 115, pp. 267-8.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO CAPTAIN JOHN BARNES. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 7th June 1784 

eo) be 
“TI have communicated to His Excellency the Commander in Chief 
your Letter of the 3rd instant reporting for His Information the Progress 
Mr. French has made in laying out the unconceeded Lots in the Seigneurie 
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of Sorel, and desiring to be informed of the Proportions of Tools allowed 
to the Loyalists in General, in answer to which, I am directed to acquaint 
you that the Distribution of the Tools is left to Sir John Johnson, with- 
out any particular proportion being assigned to each Person. His Excel- 
lency’s Intention in all Donations to Loyalists is to relieve those who are 
most in want of Assistance in the Article of Tools, as well as others, 
most of the Loyalists have made some Provision—it is intended that each 
man should be provided with an Ax, and every Person in a Family a Hoe 
who is capable of using it—drawing Knives and other small Tools that 
are allowed must be distributed according to the Wants of the Families 
and at the discretion of the Person to whom that Business is confided.— 

“In regard to provisions for the few Persons remaining behind the 
Heads of Families who are actually gone to settle upon the King’s Lands, 
His Excellency leaves it to you to grant it or not, as their situations may 
require, but it might, with great Justice, be refused to all except those 
who have made application to remain behind for some particular Reason— 
His Excellency however, considering that there are many who from 
sickness and other causes, could not accompany their Husbands &c., & 
that they must equally be victualled were they on their Settlements, is 
less strict in this matter than he would otherwise be, at the same Time, 
they are all to be Informed that this Indulgence is only to last until prep- 
aration shall be made for them on their respective Settlements, which will 
be by the middle of August. 

“His Excellency approves entirely your having refused Messrs. Ross 
& Adams Lots at Sorel, they are in every respect undeserving of the 
least favour from Government, but particularly unfit Persons to be placed 


at Sorel.” 
(B 63, pp. 388-9.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 7th June 1784 
“Dear Sir — 


“From the Scarcity of Batteaux the Loyalists have not taken up more 
than a sufficiency of Provisions to last them till the 30th Instant and as 
it would be great loss of Time for Men to come down for their Provision, 
I could wish His Excellency would be pleased to direct that a supply 
may be forwarded for them as far as the New Town, or at least to Coteau 
‘du Lac. 

“Many of the families from Sickness and Old age are left behind 
in distress till they recover, or their friends prepare places for their Re- 
ception, they pray that they may be Indulged with Provisions till they 
can move up to their Lands—the greatest part of them find themselves 
in Quarters and would not if it was possible Wish to move to others more 
Gistanit’.. | Hels emy wee eee 


(B 115, p. 271.) 


LOYALIST SETTLEMENT 121 


FROM CAPTAIN MAURER TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“LA CHINE 7th June 1784. 
Soins 

“T am now at this place, where I got with great Pain & Difficulty, the 
confusion here is unaccountable every Person pretends to a Superior Com- 
mand, some of the first Battn of the Yorkers who have received their Bat- 
teaux & Pilots since last Thursday were at the upper end of La Chine 
last night, and the Canadians came back to receive more Provisions, which 
the Commissary refused. Those men in genl. move without any officers 
a even Sergt to conduct them which creates very great delay and con- 
usion 

“Another circumstance which hurts the Transport much is that out 
of 25 Batteaux which went up to Carleton Island 15 were Detain’d & if 
not an immediate order is sent up not only to Prevent the like in future 
but to return those allready detain’d by every opportunity, otherwise it 
will be impossible for me to Pretend to carry on the Service. 

“T have yet Vanalstine’s Party, a Detachmt of Jessup’s and all Baron 
Reitzenstein’s People also those of the 2d Battn Royl Yorkers to for- 
ward and have but a smal number of Boats to do it with. 

“Sir John Johnson setts off this day—His Boats are now receiving 
their Provisions—I am forwarding all the Tools, seeds and Grindstones 
to send on to Sr. John in Ten Batteaux which takes that number off from 
Transporting Families—but it being the most essential point that those 
things should be immediately forwarded I would not defer it any longer. 

“My Illness has caused some delay & confusion, notwithstanding 
every Precaution I had taken, but you may assure His Excellency that 
every possible Dispatch to forward those who remain here will be made 


use of.” 
(B 188, pp. 264-5.) 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 10th June 1784 
Sir, 
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3rd instant 
in answer to mine of the 31st ultimo upon the mode of distributing the 
Lots of Land to the Officers and Men of the disbanded Corps and Loya- 
lists. Satisfied as I am of our Mutual good Inclinations as well for the 
happiness of the Settlers as the Public Service, I could have wished that 
our opinions coincided upon this Subject, but the more I look into it and 
consider what I conceive to be the Intention and Spirit of the King’s In- 
structions, the more I am confirmed in the opinion I have adopted for the 
necessity of marking in the Strongest Characters, that Impartiality ne- 
cessary to give content to a people who have suffered so much on account 
of their Loyalty and who, by variety of circumstances, are so determined 
as to render it impossible to make distinctions in the lower rank of them, 
very many considering themselves from their former situations, entitled 
to a preference of numbers of their Officers, which I believe, in many 
instances, is the fact. 
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I am much disappointed to find that the Townships do not turn out 
so well as the first reports gave reason to expect. I must still refer you 
to my last letter concerning the necessity of observing the King’s Inter- 
est in laying out the Townships and leaving Vacant such parts of them 
as will not admit of immediate cultivation.this will, as you justly ob- 
serve, greatly interfere with what I was in hope might be done for the 
more speedy settlement of the People, but there is no help for it. Major 
Holland and Mr. Collins will exert themselves in laying out the Lots in 
the most expeditious way that the situation of the Land & their Instruc- 
tions will admit of—it is to be lamented that the Instructions did not 
arrive sooner, or that the Reduction could not be delayed, so as to march 
the Corps to their Ground, and employ them in forming their Settlements 
wihilé:m’ the Services.) .0.%. seu. ee 


(B 63 p. 398-9.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 
“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 10th June 1784 
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“Allow me. Sir, herein to acknowledge the Honor of your Letter in 
Answer to mine upon the Subject of Mr. Allen, and concerning the ex- 
pediency of forwarding to the New Town, or Coteau du Lac, a Supply of 
Provisions for the Settlers, to prevent their coming down for it—His Excel- 
lency has, in consequence thereof, given orders that a sufficient quantity be 
immediately forwarded to Coteau du Lac and he has also directed that 
Bateaux be sent without Loss of time, from all adjacent Quarters to Ex- 
pedite the Transport of the Settlers, which he finds has been retarded 
by the detention of Bateaux at Carleton Island—His Excellency desires to 
communicate to you his Intention of distributing for the use of the sev- 
eral Townships a Certain Number of Bateaux, as soon as the Transport 
shall be finished, and that Instructions concerning the Upper Country shall 
be Received which he desires you will communicate to the Settlers, but 
in the mean time that you will lay them under the Strictest Injunctions 
not to detain a Single Boat, as it must consequently retard the Transport. 

“In regard to the Sick and Infirm belonging to Families who have 
moved to Settle, I signified to Mr. De Lancey (in a Letter of the 3rd In- 
stant) His Excellency’s Permission for Provisions to be allowed to them 
untill they shall be able to Join their Connections, which must be done 
as soon as possible—all in that Predicament were directed to repair to 
Sorel, where there are Vacant Barracks, & where being under the Eye 
of one Person—issues will be attended with less trouble and impositions— 
but His Excellency will not insist upon those in the predicament you men- 
tion, and who are now contiguous to their Settlements to remove— 


(B. 62, pp. 393-4.) 
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FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


QUEBEC 14th June 1784. 
Sir 

I have at length the pleasure to acquaint you that I have received 
His Majesty’s Instructions respecting the allowance of Provisions to be 
made to the Loyalists who settle upon Crown Lands in this Province, 
which is in every respect the same as in the Province of Nova Scotia, and 
is as follows—They are to be Victualled at two thirds Allowance to the lst 
of May 1785, and from that period at one third Allowance to the Ist day 
of May 1786, estimating the whole Return at one pound Flour, and one 
pound Beef, or Twelve ounces Pork; and the Children under Ten years 
to have a moiety of the allowance made to grown Persons, it is directed 
that this Regulation shall take Place immediately. I have therefore or- 
dered the Commissary General to write the several Commissaries to that 
effect, and you will please to Signify to the Loyalists in General who are 
settling upon Lands under your direction, this His Majesty’s Pleasure. 
Altho’ the present allowance falls short of that which I had ordered for 
them, yet considering that I had made it without authority, and the great 
uncertainty of its being continued, the Instructions are very satisfactory 
to me, and will I persuade myself, prove more beneficial to the Loyalists 
in the End, than the Years Allowance which I intended, if not prevented, 
to continue to them. 

Further that Provisions and the Ministers Hopes that the Subsis- 
tence and Cloathing which I have already allowed to the Loyalists will be 
reimbursed by the Lords of the Treasury, I have not the least authority 
to give them any further assistance. I trust to you to communicate this 
circumstance to the principal Persons amongst them, as well as to set 
them right in respect to discontents that have been encouraged by ill dispos- 
ed Persons, as to prevent applications for relief which are daily made from 
all Quarters, and which, without the means of satisfying cannot but be 
very painful to me. 

The Minister informs me that from the List which I sent home of 
the Provincial Corps which have been disbanded here, an Estimate has 
been made out to be laid before parliament, in order for their obtaining 
the Indulgence of Half Pay, but from the want of names & number of 
officers of each Class, He is apprehensive cannot be correct and desires 
the necessary information may be given to Him as soon as possible—This 
shows the necessity for the Return I have so long called for from you, 
and a vessel will sail Hence in a few Days I fear without it. 

Lord Sidney further informs me that altho’ the time limited by the 
Act of Parliament for receiving Applications from the Loyalists for re- 
lief, expired on the 25th of March He is in hopes that no objection will 
be made by the New Parliament to the granting a further Term in favor 
of those, who from various Circumstances have been unable to deliver in 
their claims, which He will not fail to represent to the Kings Ministers 
previous to their meeting—Thus far I have reason to be satisfied with 
the reception which the precaution I took has met with, and I hope the 
result will be successful. 


(B 63, pp. 401-2.) 
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FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 14th June 1784. 
Sir, 

Persuading myself that you will participate with me in the Pleasure 
which every mark of attention that the King shall bestow on our Faith- 
ful Indian Allies must give, I wish to acquaint you that by a Letter from 
Lord Sydney, my Refusal of giving up the Posts to the Americans has 
been approved of, the Article of the Treaty of Peace upon that Subject 
stipulating that they shall be evacuated with all Convenient Speed, but 
not fixing any certain Time, and as America has not on her Part com- 
plied with even one Article of the Treaty, it is thought but reasonable that 
the evacuation of the Posts should be delayed until Indian Affairs are in 
a more settled State, and that our Traders in the interior Country can 
withdraw their Property—It is to be hoped that retaining the Possession 
of the Posts will give the Indians an opportunity of arranging Matters 
more to their advantage with the American States and will induce the 
latter to treat with them upon reasonable and kind Terms, but if they 
should be determined to pursue a different Conduct, I have the King’s 
authority to acquaint them that they will find an Asylum within His 
Majesty’s Dominions, should they be inclined to cross the Lakes and put 
themselves under His Protection. I have already from myself signified 
that to them, but as it will be more satisfactory to receive it from the 
Authority I now give, you will please to take a Convenient opportunity to 
communicate it to them. The Ship Lady Johnson was to sail in a few 
Days with a Considerable Cargo of Articles for their use. I wish you to 
consider that I mention the Circumstances of not evacuating the Posts 
for your Private Satisfaction, and to make a prudent Use of with the 
Indians, for I would by no means, have the declaration of the Minister on 
that Head transpire, as it would soon find its way to the States and, of 
course, be turned to bad account. 
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(B 68, pp. 407-8.) 


FROM CAPTAIN MAURER TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 14th June 1784. 

“Sir re 

“T am Honor’d with your favor of the 10th Inst. and as the Loyalists 
have near 50 Batteaux up along with them, I have written to Major Har- 
ris to send to Cataraqui for the number of Boats he may require—I have 
also written to Major Ross to appoint some Person to collect and receive 
the Batteaux from the Loyalists & deliver them out again as the Service 
may require. 

“T hope in a few days to be rid of all the Loyalists.” 


(B 188, p. 266.) 
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FROM MAJOR ROSS TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 
“CATARAQUI the 14th of J mane. ‘1784. 


‘Sir Tee Poe 9 

“J had the honor to receive your Excellency’s letter of the 24th of 
May, and agreeable to your Excellency’s directions the 2d Battalion of the 
Kings Royall Regiment of New York shall be Disbanded on me Noel: ae 
pointed— eb 

“An Officer with about twenty men of the 34th Regt. eyadls be ne iy 
Carleton Island to receive and give Receipts for the Stores in due time, 
and every encouragement in my power shall be given to Such of the non 
commissioned officers and Soldiers of the 84th Regt. as choose to Settle 
on lands at Cataraqui, but by what I can learn there are but few inclinable. 

“Sir John Johnson and Major Holland are not yet arrived, I wish it 
may be soon, as the men are changeable in their opinion Since They have 
heard that the Americans persecute the Loyalists not so violently as for- 
merly. Mr. Colins is here, and will begin tomorrow to do what he can, 
anxiously waiting for further instructions. 

“Inclosed I have the Honor to Send your Excellency a Sketch of the 
Wharf and a return of the work done by your Excellency’s directions Since 
my last report; Im sorry that so little has been done which might have 
been otherwise, had the artificers exerted themselves as usuall, it has been 
a dificult matter to make them work as they ought to have done Since 
they thought themselves intitled to their Discharges— 

“The Saw Mill is a very good one, but an expensive Job, and [has] 
taken much longer time building than what Mr. Brass of the Rangers 
told me was necessary I believe the man employed on the occasion to be 
a very good artificer himself, but perhaps has not that influence or com- 
mand over the workmen Which Mr. Brass is said to have, he Says he 
only agreed with Captn. Twiss to build one Saw mill and one Grist Mill, 
wherefore I have Sent for Mr. Brass (agreeable to your Excellency’s direc- 
tions in a former letter) and if he comes his Expeditious method in building 
mills will I hope, not only be a great Saving to Government but very bene- 
ficial to the new Settlement. 

“T should be glad to have the Honor to know your Excellency’s Plea- 
sure concerning the Regulations of the Saw mills and what privileges the 
Settlers are to derive from them.” 

This letter was supplemented by another written on the same day 
to the military secretary. 

“I had the honor to receive your letter of the 24th May, and am 
equally Hopeful that the Settlers will get to their ground time enough 
to cultivate some Turnips and prepare ground for Wheat, but the Season 
for Indian corn is now intirely over. Captain John, with his Mohawk 
Company, has been attempting to destroy all my Indian Cconomy, he is 
not only craving on his own account but Strenuous in behalf of the Mis- 
sisagoes for provisions. I have as yet yielded very little to his entreaties 
but had some trouble on the occasion...............2.. 

“Some applications have been made for leave to bring in Cattle for 
this Settlement by Oswego I can give no answer untill I am authorised 
by His Excellency. I much dread desertion at that Post.” 


(B 126, pp. 104-7.) 
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FROM CAPTAIN MAURER TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 17th June 1784. 
“Sir/ 

“J have the Honor to Acquaint you that all the Loyalists have left 
La Chine and are gone to the Places of their Destination, those of the 2d 
Battn excepted, with some non incorporated before who now join and 
will settle with the 2d Battn. 

“Notwithstanding my repeated Demands not to detain any Batteaux, 
they still continue to do so, and this very Moment eleven Canadians re- 
turn’d who carried up five Boats and brought back only one—declaring 
they were hardly able to obtain a Batteau to return, and I see no other 
way left to make them obey untill an order is given to stop their Pro- 
visions, till such time as they return the Boats. 

“T received a letter from Capt. Barnes by yesterday’s Post, but he 
does not make mention of having received orders from Quebec to forward 
any Boats here—so that I am now entirely at a loss when I shall be able to 
forward those People or any Provisions. 

“There are several Officers not fit to go on Lands, being sickly, also 
some Families & Widows—In consequence of Capt. Fraser’s Family being 
granted their Provisions, I have taken on me to victual them up to the 
30th June inc’ve and expect to have His Excelly’s further commands on 
the subject. 

“Mr. Man this moment arrived from St. John’s & acquaints me that 
there are daily more Loyalists coming in Across the Lakes, I therefore 
should be glad to have His Excelly’s Instructions how to act with regard 
to those People. 

“Mr. McPherson who has charge of the Canals & Stores at Coteau 
du Lac Acquaints me that when Sir John Johnson went up, He applied for 
His Lands, that he told him he had nothing to do with him, as he did be- 
long to the Qr. Mr. Genl’s Department & that he must apply through them 
at Head Quarters—the true case is the man came thro’ the woods with 
Sr. John in /76 & belong’d to his Battn till /80 when he was employ’d by 
Capt. Twiss. I think he shou’d receive Land as a Subaltern & beg you’ll 
please to obtain an order from His Excelly for any quantity he may please 


to grant.” 
(B 188, pp. 268-9.) 


RETURN OF AXES MADE FOR LOYALISTS. 


“Office of Ordnance 
“QUEBEC 18th June, 1784. 


“Return of Axes, Hoes, ae &c. made by the Smiths in this Office 
for the Loyalists (Vizt.) 


“Axes 1178 
“Hoes 1000 
“Froes 180 
“Drawing Knives 118 


K. CHANDLER. 
(B 168, p. 36.) 
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“QUEBEC 18th June 1784 
“Return of Hoes made by the Smiths belong’g to the Engineer Depart- 


ment. 
No. 
“At Quebec 708 
“At Sorel 518 
“At St. John’s 120 
“At the Isle aux Noix 825 
1671 


“HENRY RUDYERD 
“Com’g Engineer. 
Hoes at Quebec in the Engineer Store ales 
Do. sent to Chaleurs Bay 396 


Total made at Quebec 708. 
(B 168, p. 37.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO MAJOR ROSS. 


HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 24th June, 1784. 
Sir, 

I am directed by His Excellency the Commander in Chief to acquaint 
you that he has received your Letter of the 14th Instant acknowledging 
the receipt of His Letter of the 24th Ultimo, and desiring His Instruc- 
tions concerning Regulations for the Saw Mill, and the Benefit to be de- 
rived from it by the Loyalists. 

I am Commanded by His Excellency to acquaint you that as the Chief 
object of the Saw Mill is for the accomodation of the Loyalists, He leaves 
it to your discretion to employ it, for the present in such manner as you 
shall think the most conducive to the general good of the Settlement with- 
out favor or affection to any Individual, taking a preference, of course, 
of whatever Boards &c., may be wanted for the use of the Crown. His 
Excellency approves of your having sent to Niagara for Mr. Brass to 
expedite and render more perfect the construction of the Mills. You will 
hereafter be able to form some judgement of the utility they may be of 
to Government, and His Excellency will be glad to have your opinion there- 
on. 

Give me leave, Sir, herein to acknowledge the favor of your Letter 
of the 14th Inst., which I have communicated to the General, and am di- 
rected to acquaint you that He by no means wishes to prevent the Loy- 
alists from bringing in Cattle by way of Oswego, or seed Corn for their 
Farms, but He desires that you will be particularly attentive to prevent 
every kind of Trade whatever, the above excepted, from being carried 
on between this Province and the States by that Route. 

The trouble you have had with Capt. John, I hope is in some measure 
relieved by the arrival of Sir John Johnson—The early and uniform Attach- 
ment of that Nation to the Royal Cause has induced His Excellency to 
grant them great Indulgences, & they of course will profit as much as 
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possible of His Attention to them—His Excellency wishes you to gratify 
Them as far as you can within reasonable Bounds, but if John persists 
in misleading the Messessagues, who have not the like pretentions, nor in 
any respect accustomed to the same Favors, for the Benefits received by 
the Mohawks, the impropriety of his Conduct must be seriously mentioned 
to Him, & His Excellency recommends to you to mention the affair to Sir 
John Johnson for that purpose. 


(B 63, pp. 431-2.) 


FROM CAPTAIN MAURER TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 24th June, 1784. 
“Sir/ : 

“T have the Honor to acquaint you for His Excellency’s information 
that I have at last been able to forward all the Loyalists from La Chine— 
as also Twelve Batteaux loaded with Provisions. 

“T have now only four Boats remaining at La Chine—which I propose 
to load with the remainder of Tools arrived from Quebec, St. John’s and 
Isle aux-noix. 

“I am in daily expectation of receiving numbers of Batteaux from 
above and am daily disappointed by only getting 1/6 of the number on 
an equal calculation of those sent up. 

“T also inclose an Extract of Letter from Sr. John Johnson for certain 
Tools which are not amongst those forwarded; nor are any in store except 
some Smith’s Tools, Whip & X Cut Saws & broad axes belonging to the 
Engineers Department here and at Coteau du Lac, but I would not take 
upon me to order any of them to be forwarded untill I shall receive a 
proper order from Head Quarters for so doing. 

“T have written to Mr. Dennis at the Cedars to purchase and forward 
immediately Two Bulls and beg to be inform’d whither I am to charge 
them to Government or Sr. John’s Acc’t. 


(B 188, pp. 272-3.) 


Inclosure. 
“NEW TOWN 18th June 1784 


“Extract of a Letter from Sir John Johnson of the above date. 

“Whip and Cross Cut Saws are absolutely necessary for each Town- 
ship.— 

“Smiths Tools are also wanting, especially for Jessup’s Corps— 

“Broad Axes and a few Hollow Adzes are much wanted.— 

“A Bull or two is much wanted, there being near Two Hundred Cows 
now on the ground, if you are doubtful of the General’s allowing it, send 
a good one or two up on my account immediately.” 


(B 188, p. 270.) 
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FROM BARON DE REITZENSTEIN TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


“Monsieur 

“Aiant recu le 14me Il’ordre que je pourrois partir le lendemain de la 
Longue Pointe. je me rendois avec le Detachement 4 Montreal le 15me 
a 6 heurs de matin ou j’étois pourvu avec les fournitures necessaires pour 
continuer mon voiage, que me retarter jusqu’a 11 heurs et demie, je partois 
en quatre bateaux de la dite ville, et aiant recu les provisions 4 La Chine 
je me tentois le soir 4 la traverse de la Chine, d’ou je me rendois le lende- 
main aux Cetres ou jecouchois. Le17me jecontinuois ma route et arrivois 
le soir 4 la riviére de la Graisse, et arrivant le lendemain vers les 3 heurs 
apres midi 4 la Pointe de Paulette!, j’étois obligé d’y reste pour faire bou- 
langer. Le 20me je me rendois 4 la Johstown, ou je trouvois Sir John et 
le Major Holland quie étoient occupés pour regler les nouveaux établisse- 
ments pour le regt de Sir John. Je me rendois le jour suivant au Campe- 
ment des Pins, et le lendemain je couchois aux Rapides plats, et le 22me 
a la vieille Galette. Le 23me vers midi j’arrivois a la Pointe a Baril ou 
j’étois retenu par un vent violent du sud qui le faisoit impossible de doubler 
le Pointe avant 2 heurs aprés midi du lendemain quand je me rendois vis- 
a-vis de l’Isle des Anglois. Le 25me mes Guides pertoient le chemin et 
gagnerent tout-a-fait le sud ce que m’empechoit de me rendre hier ici ce 
que j’étois obligé a rester 4 l’isle du Chapeau, d’ou je me rendois ici, et 
arrivois 4 8 heurs du matin. 

“Votre Excellence peut bien s’imaginer, que j’attend |’arrivée de Sir 
John avec la derniére impatience, aiant perdu la meillieur saison, et ne 
sachant pas en encore ou je serois placé avec mes compatriotes. 

“Je prie tres humblement Votre Excellence de daigner me permettre 
de nous recommender trés respectueusement a la protection de Votre Ex- 
cellence, et de vouloir étre persuadé, de rien ne pourra diminuer la zele 
ardent que j’emploierois toujours pour prouver le plus profond respect.” 

“Cataroque le 26me juin 1784. 


(B 152, pp. 157-8.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO CAPTAIN MAURER. 
“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 28 June 1784. 


“T have laid before His Excellency the Commander in Chief your Letter 
of the 24th Instant with an Extract of a Letter from Sir John Johnson 
to you, making Requisitions of Smiths and other Tools for each Township 
and also of two Bulls for the New Settlements. In answer to which I 
am directed to Signify to you His Excellency’s desire that you will forward 
from the Engineers Stores, a few Whip and Cross Cut Saws, broad axes 
and Smiths Tools, but in such proportions only as are represented to be 
absolutely needfull. 

“His Excellency approves of your having sent the Bulls, and desires 
you will charge them to the Account of Government.” 
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FROM CAPTAIN SHERWOOD TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“NEW TOWN near OSWAGACHA 2d July 1784 
“Sir 

“I acknowledge your letter of the 30th of May Inclosing a Draft on 
Capt. Maurer, which I did not Expect on ac’t of the seeds, as that money 
had been refunded to me by your former order but I have necessarily 
Expended more than that sum from Sorrell here in hiring Pilots for the 
Cattle, paying Ferrage &c. all which Came on me to pay for Major Jessups 
Regt. & many more of the Loyalists who brou’t Cattle. 

“T shall likewise have a Bill for some men whom Major Holland has 
order’d me to Employ for Chain bearers & axmen in loting the peoples land 
here at 1/3 pr. day—I have made you Credit for £18. 13. 4 including the 
five guineas paid me by Major Rogers on your ac’t—I have been continually 
Employ’d here since the 5th of last month in laying out a Town half a 
mile square into lots of 8 Rods square—and in laying out the second Con- 
cessions; Giving the people the necessary oaths and their Certificates &c. 
which has and will for some time Require my Constant attention, as Major 
Jessup has gone for some time to Cataraque. 

“T have given Maj’r Holland a Plan of the Town with its Harbour and 
the lots I have laid he approves of it, and I hope will send it you for His 
Excellencys information, upwards of 50 of the lots are already settl’d and 
nearly Clear’d the settlement of our three Townships 6, 7 & 8 Goes on 
very Rapidly every man (after a few Changes) appears perfectly satisfy’d 
and there is already a number of Huts built in each Township, the Chief 
concern of every body at present is to know how, & where they shall get 
seed wheat, almost every man intends (if he gets no oxen) to hoe in at 
least an acre & a half of wheat if they can have the seed in season. I 
can procure 300 bushels of good wheat at 5/ per Bushel on Lake Champlain 
& it may be brou’t here by the first of Septem’r if His Excellency will 
permit me to send for it by the 24th Inst. from here. 

“T have taken my Farm at this place nearly opposite Oswagacha, and 
three of the small Town lots—any farm is tollerable good and I dont know 
but I am as well satisfy’d as I could have been in any place Except No. 2 
at the mouth of Quinty Bay. 

“T have a small Bill of Losses which I could not make up 1n time to 
send to England last fall, and have now no Resource but in Genl Haldimand 
and therefore humbly pray His Excellency will please to assist me in pro- 
curing it—the Amount of the Bill is about 7454 H.C. I lost that (& much 
more which I cannot properly Estimate) on account of the part I Espoused 
during the whole of the late Rebellion—no man can need money more than 
I do at present, and I Will be much oblig’d to you to let me know wheather 
I had best send the Bill home to England. 


(B 162, pp. 329-330.) 
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MEMORIAL FROM LOYALIST OFFICERS. 


“To SIR JOHN JOHNSON, KNIGHT & BARONET, &c., &c., &c. 

“The Memorial of the Subscribers for themselves and in behalf of the 
Loyalists and others interested therein. 

“Humbly Sheweth 

“That your Memorialists being informed that an order is received 
from His Excellency General Haldimand directing the Commissary General 
to victual them in the following manner, vizt. at two thirds allowance to 
the 1st of May 1785, and from that Period at one Third Allowance to the 
Ist of May 1786, estimating the whole Ration at one Pound of Beef, or 
twelve ounces of Pork. 

“That your Memorialists having seriously taken into Consideration 
the diminution ordered, beg leave to transmit thro’ you to His Excellency 
General Haldimand, the following Considerations, so essentially interesting 
to them, vizt. that ‘thro’ unavoidable delays, the Season being already too 
far Advanced to permit the least hope of their raising anything towards 
their Support until next Spring, & even then nothing of consequence—and 
their Remote situation, want of Communication with the Inhabited Part 
of Canada in the Winter Season, joined to the inability of the greater part 
to purchase supplies, even if within reach, justly fill them with the most 
gloomy apprehensions, that disorders arising from their wretched situation 
and very contracted Allowance of Provisions will fataly frustrate His Ma- 
jesty’s good intentions towards them, and Ruin a numerous Settlement in 
its Infancy. They hope it will not be deemed impertinent here to suggest 
to His Excellency a comparison between the situation of the Loyalists 
settled in Nova Scotia and those not yet settled at or about Cataraqui, 
the first settled early last Summer in a Country, the Coasts of which supply 
them plentifully with Fish. They can have a communication by Sea to 
the Plentyfull coasts of New England &c. whilst the other situation entirely 
excludes them from any such advantage, and unless relieved by His Ex- 
cellency’s Humane Interference (by granting them their usual Ration for 
as long time after taking possession of their Lands Allotted them as were 
granted to the Loyalists settled at Nova Scotia) have nothing but extreem 
Misery to expect. 

“And your Memorialists as in duty bound &c., &c. 


“CATARAQUI 5th July 1784 


“GEO. SINGLETON 
Capt. K.R.R.N.Y. 
“EDWARD JESSUP, Major 
“JAS Rocers, L.M.K.R. 
“THOS. GUMERSALL, Capt. 
“K.R. Regt. N. York 
“G. BARON DE REITZENSTEIN 
“H. SPENCER, Lt. K.R.R.N.Y. 
“T. THOMPSON Ens. 2d Batt. K.R.R. 
“O. CHURCH, Lt. 2d, Batt. K.R.R.N. 
“WILLM. McKay, Lieut. 
“WILLIAM FRASER, Adjt. 2d Batt, K.R.R.N.Y. 


N.Y. 
Y 
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“WILLIAM FRASER, Lt. 2d Batt. K.R.R.N.Y. 

“G. HoGEN, Lt. The In. Dt. 

“JNO. MONIER, late Comm’y & Postmr. 

“W. R. CRAWFORD, Capt. K.R. Rt. N. York. 

“MAW DIES, Qr. Mr. 2d Battn. 

“JOHN HOWARD, Lieut. 2d. Battn. 

“J. FERGUSON, Lieut. K.R. Rt. N.Y. 

“MICHAEL GRASS, Capt. 

“JOHN STUART, Chapln. 2d Battn. K.R.N.Y.” 
Endorsed: “Copy Transmitted in a Letter to Mr. Secretary Rose of 

the 1st August 84.” 
(B 169, pp. 51-3.) 


FROM CAPTAIN GUMERSALL TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


“CATARAQUI 7th July 1784 
“Sir/ 

“The Comissary at this Post received this morning orders (from the 
Head of that Department) relating to the Provisions to be Issued to the 
Loyalists, which was to have commenc’d the first Instant. I firmly be- 
lieve from the present Temper of the People that if His Excellency the 
Commander in Chief does not grant them the prayer of the Enclos’d Mem- 
orial, very few indeed will Stay. 

“T am desired by the Gentlemen here to remind you Concerning Camp 
Equipage and Blankets if His Excellency wou’d consent to give the old 
Barrack Bedding here it wou’d be of very great Service to the poor People.” 


(B 169, p. 54.) 


FROM MAJOR ROSS TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“CATARAQUI, July 7th, 1784. 
“Sir, 
“T had the honor to receive your letter of the 24th of June and Com- 
municated the Contents relative to the Setlers here in the most flattering 
manner J Could. The Present Situation of these people induces me to 
mention Some circumstances relative to them. The Reduction of the 
Rations without any resources this year, creates a general despair, it will 
be Some time yet before they can get upon their Lands; there is scarce any 
turnip seed, if it was Sent, it was embezzled on the road, they have no 
Seed wheat, and many not So much as a blanket to Cover them in Winter, 
the wish of a great part is to return at all hazzard, in Short Axes and 
Hoes have not yet come up for half of them, it is said Ct. Sherwood Stop- 
p’d more than his proportion at Oswegatchie. I do all that I can to Con- 
tent them, but never having any Charge of these articles, nor even so 
mee as the Smallest Information of them, cannot Say where the failure 
ies. 
“Disputes amongst the Loyalists frequently arise, the most material 
as yet, are between The Master & Servant where Severe Correction Seems 
to take place, an Evil which requires a Speedy remedy, and what I do not 
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think my self at liberty to pronounce judgment upon; many more may 
be expected to ensue; Strange is the Collection of people here. Major 
Holland would have wrote concerning the particulars of the first part 
of my letter, but Mr. Kotte being taken ill, his duty called him suddenly 
to the woods, and he requested me to do it. 
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(B 126, pp. 114-5.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 8th July 1784. 
“Sir 
“T have the Honor to acquaint you by Order of His Excellency the 
Commander in Chief that in Consequence of a Memorial laid before him 
by Lieuts. Hector McLean, Archibald McDonell, and Duncan Murray late 
of the 84th Regiment setting forth that from their having entertained 
Hopes of being allowed portions of land upon their being disbanded, in 
common with the Corps of Loyalists, they have been at Considerable Ex- 
pence in providing Cattle & Utensils for the purpose of settling which 
must be attended with infinite Loss to them, His Excellency is therefore 
pleased to desire that you will assign unto each of these Gentlemen to 
begin with, the Lot of a Private Man in a good situation, either at the 
Long Sault, or Cataraqui, and after the Loyalists of every denomination, 
and such Persons who have been attached to the Army, and who from the 
reduction, are left without half Pay, or other Provision, shall be settled, 
His Excellency will if possible, make an augmentation to the Lots the 
above mentioned Gentlemen are now to receive. If you should happen 
not to be upon the Spot where these Gentlemen wish to settle, His Excel- 
raed desires you will communicate His Pleasure to the Surveyor employed 
there. 


“P.S. If there are any others, officers of the 84th, in the same pre- 
dicament, His Excellency desires you will extend the same Indulgence.” 


(B 64, pp. 38-9.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


“MONTREAL 10th July 1784. 

‘Sir 
“T have the honor to Acquaint your Excellency that I arrived here 
the Night of the 7th Instant, and to enclose herewith a General Abstract 
of the Numbers Settled and Settling on Crown Lands on the River St. 
Lawrence upwards to the Bay of Quinte, of the several Corps and parties 
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of Loyalists!, together with a Speech from Governor Clinton? to the Six 
Nations and their Answer, and the proceedings of a Meeting held at Ni- 
agara with the Messisagas &c., abstract of a letter from Lieutenant Col- 
onel Butler one from Mr. McKee, and a Return of the officers of my late 
Regiment which I hope may be time enough to Answer every end intended. 

‘I found myself under the Necessity at the earnest request of the 
Men of my own and those of Major Jessup’s Corps Settled on this side 
of Cataraqui, and with the concurrence of Major Holland to depart from 
the Mode which your Excellency was pleased to direct for the distribution 
of the Lands, the enclosed Petition, similar ones to which I received from 
the whole Body, will convince your Excellency that I have thereby ful- 
filled your intention of giving Satisfaction to the Bulk of the People— 
indeed the Lands have turned out so indifferent in many places that Num- 
bers have Quit their Lotts, and are waiting to have other Lands Allotted 
them—but five Men that I can learn of the Grenadier Company have 
taken up their Lotts, owing to the badness of the land in the fourth Town- 
ship—Numbers are gone to examine the Lands above the Lake of the 
Two Mountains, on the South side of the Grand River and have requested 
I would represent to your Excellency their wish to have it surveyed for them 
—they are composed of all Corps and Parties—The Townships of Catara- 
qui not being all surveyed, I left it after settling Grass’s party on the 


1GENERAL ABSTRACT OF MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN SETTLED ON THE New TowNsHIPs 
ON THE River St. LAWRENCE. 
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These begin at No. 1, Lake St. Francis going upwards. a g 2 
@o =) 
Montreal, July, 1784. al a|e F\ 3 
° 
sieElé6élaie 
1st Battalion, late King’s Royal Regt. N. York and those attached | | 
settled on Townships Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5................ 549| 257| 631| 25/1462 
Part of Major Jessup’s corps and those attached, settla4d on 
Townships Nos. 6 and 7 and part of 8................000- 187) 85} 211) 12) 495 
2nd Battalion, late King’s Royal Ret., N. York and those attach- 
ed, settled on Townships Nos. 3 and 4 Cataraqui.......... 199; 32} 69) 10] 310 
Capt. Grass’s party and those attached, on Tp. No. 1 Cataraqui 88| 33] 66]....] 187 
Part of Major Jessup’s and those attached, settled on Township 
No:.2, :Cataragui...i8 6 «0 i tise See eee eee 137| 71| 214| 12) 434 
Major Rogers’s corps and those attached, settled on Tp. No. 3, 
OAtArals cise Sic: 5. ars%e oreo ois ects: 6a UR ee eee ee 120} 47] 118) 14] 299 
Major Van Alstine’s party of Loyalists settled on Tp. No. 4, 
Catarag wis Joa sacolkseccic crore ier eee Sate a ree 92| 46] 103; 17) 253 
Different detachments of disbanded Regular Regiments settled 
on. fp. No.6; Cataraquizn cmnccnceiy cette ere 153i= SOI {67 ieabo 
Detachment of Germans with Baron Reitzenstein, settled on Tp. 
No: 6, Cataraqulc: cc cctcatase acs titan Gare eee een one 30 & 6}....| 44 
Rangers of the Six Nation Department and Loyalists settled 
With the Mohawk Indians at the Bay of Quinté.......... 13 8 dilees lees 


1568) 626|1492| 90/3776 
JOHN JOHNSON. 
(Haldimand Papers, B. 168, p. 42.) 


2George Clinton, governor of the state of New York. 
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first and those of Jessup’s under Mr. Simmons! on the second—Major 
Rogers’s Corps, Van Alstine’s party and the men of my Second Battalion 
are to occupy the third and fourth Townships, the latter of which was 
just begun, but Mr. Kotte falling sick, Major Holland was just preparing 
to set off on that business the day after I left it—Mr. Collins had begun 
a Township on the Peninsula on the opposite Side of the Bay, about twenty 
two miles from Cataraqui for the Germans and the Men of the Established 
Regiments—they were all to move to their Respective Townships so soon 
as they could be provided with Provision, which was not arrived when I 
left that place—the curtailing of the Ration has created great Murmur- 
ring, and has induced many to go off, and I am afraid many more will fol- 
low their example if some method cannot be devised to put a stop to it.” 


(B 115, pp. 272-3.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 
“MONTREAL 12th July, 1784 
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of the 84th Regiment, and their having held lands under me and attended 
me to this Country, I had anticipated the Generals desire by Allowing 
them one hundred Acres each as Loyalists, in Township No. 5 at Catara- 
qui, With the Disbanded Troops untill His Excellencys pleasure should 
be known. I shall however transmit a Copy of your letter to Major 
Holland who will have business enough upon his hands to employ him for 
some Weeks in laying out and subdividing the Townships Necessary for 
the families now on the Ground—I beg you will Acquaint His Excellency 
that many of the Officers of my second Battalion and others have applied for 
Lotts in the Gore that lies between the first Township, the Bay and the 
Mills near to Cataraqui—the land is mostly barren pine Flatt, But spotts 
May be picked out and Improved, and Will turn to advantage, and add 
much to the beauty of the place. Mr. McLean the Commissary and some 
of the officers have very good framed houses ready to put up should they be 
es to settle there, of which I promised to inform them, as soon as 
possible.” 


1Lieut. Henry Simmons of the Loyal Rangers. 

2An undated return of loyalists and disbanded troops settled upon the King’s Lands 
in the province of Quebec, probably prepared at nearly the same time, shows that there 
were at La Chine fifty-eight men, forty-six women, forty-two male children, fifty-three 
female children, and eight servants; in and about Montreal there were one hundred and 
fifty-two men, one hundred and thirty-two women, one hundred and forty-six male child- 
ren, one hundred and forty-seven female children and forty servants; at Chambly there 
were thirteen men, fourteen women, twenty-five male children, and fourteen female child- 
ren; at St. John’s there were seventy-seven men, seventy-nine women, one hundred and 
twenty male children, ninety-six female children, and three servants, (B 168. p. 100.) 
The servants probably were mostly, if not all, negro slaves. 
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“I had forgot to mention that it is the wish of all concerned that 
Magistrates should be immediately appointed for the several Townships 
to prevent the Confusion and disorder that must otherwise ensue.” 


(B 115; pp. 274-5.) 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO LORD SYDNEY. 
“QUEBEC July 16th 1784. 
“By the Caesar 7th Augt. Dup’te. 
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“Sir John Johnson has returned from Cataraqui to Montreal, and has — 
transmitted to me an abstract of the Loyalists who are settling upon the 
King’s Lands, a Copy of which (No. 5) is inclosed.—In consequence of 
the desire which the Mohawks, and some of the other Indian Nations 
expressed to remove to a Tract of Land, between the Head of Lake Ontario, 
Lake Erie, and Huron, I gave Sir John Johnson Instructions to purchase 
the same from the Messessague Indians, a Copy of the Proceedings of 
this Transaction, (No. 6) is inclosed for your Lordship’s Information. 
The Settlement proposed there will not only be a Frontier to Our other 
Settlements, but may be conducive, to securing the Fur Trade to this 
Province.— 

“I have the pleasure to acquaint your Lordship that the Lady John- 
son arrived two days ago, but as the Westerly Winds now prevail, I have 
been obliged to consent that the Indian Presents, and Implements of 
agriculture, should be embarked on Board small vessels, in’ Order to be 
forwarded with Greater Expedition to Montreal, at the expence and risk 
of the owner of the Vessel.” 


(B 56, pp. 248-9.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 16th July 1784. 
“Dear Sir, 

“I transmit herewith a Memorial and letter from Captain Gumersall, 
which I have just this moment received—I am sorry to say that I have 
too much reason to believe every thing set forth therein. I have this day 
seen two Families who had been up to the lands, returning into the Col- 
onies, many others have come away, and are likely to continue doing 
so if not timely prevented by a continuance of their former Allowance of 
Provisions, as none but those who have been fortunate enough to save a 
little money will be able to support themselves on the Land.” 


(B 169, p. 55.) 
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FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 
“HD. QRS, QUEBEC 18 July 1784. 


“Sir 
“IT have to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 10th Inst. 
communicating your return from Cataraqui 
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“T am sorry that you and Major Holland have found it necessary to 
depart from the general Plan I had fixed for the distribution of the Lots, 
for which, you must of course have had the strongest local causes, and 
in perfect conviction that the alteration was for the good of the whole, 
if it turns out so, my sole view will be accomplished. The Scheme of set- 
tling above the Lake of the Two Mountains proposed by a medley of all 
corps and parties is so opposite to the King’s instructions, and savors so 
much of discontent and wavering dispositions that I shall not give any 
encouragement to it, it is also uncertain what numbers may yet emigrate, 
from the States, to whom I have promised Crown Lands, you will please 
therefore inform these people that if they wish to settle in the Province 
upon the King’s land it must be with their corps, and connections. If 
Lots are bad in one Township, there are enough good in the adjacent 
ones, but if every Individual declines a Lot because it is not the best of 
Soil, or as good as his Neighbours the Township will be but very irregu]- 
arly & thinly inhabited.” 


8 © Fee ee See & 


(B 64, pp. 53-4.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO CAPTAIN SHERWOOD. 


“QUEBEC the 19th July 1784 

“Sir 
“T have just time to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 
2d Instant, and to acquaint you that His Excellency the Commander in 
Chief by all means approves your sending as soon as you think proper 
for the 300 Bushels of seed Wheat, depending upon which he will give 
orders for providing such Quantity as will be further Wanted. As you 
have not said anything of the Route &c. by which it is to Come, What- 
ever Assistance Will be Wanted you will of course Communicate to me.” 
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(B. 64, p. 64.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO LIEUTENANT FRENCH. 


HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC, 19th July 1784. 

Sir 
As a Season is advancing when a provision of Seed Wheat for the 
Loyalists must be made for the Fall, His Excellency the Commander in 
Chief has directed me to enquire of You if you think You could procure 
a necessary Quantity from Vermont upon reasonable Terms, and the best 
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means of executing it, whether by going yourself with one or two such 
Persons as you think fit, or employing some Acquaintance in the Country 
to make the purchase, but in whatever way it is to be done, no time 
should be lost. No person can judge of the Quantity wanted with more 
precision than yourself, but by the Time I can receive your answer, fur- 
ther lights may be obtained in that respect. Captain Sherwood can pro- 
cure 800 Bushels so that the Quantity You will have to consider of, will 
be in Addition to that for the whole. The convenience of having Bags 
and other Assistance at Sorel will facilitate the Business. 


(B 64, p. 61.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 19th July 1784 
Sir 

I have the Honor of your Letter of the 16th instant and have laid 
it together with the Memorial of the Settlers, and other Papers upon the 
subject of the diminution of Provisions before His Excellency the Com- 
mander in Chief, who has directed me to acquaint you that as the Ration 
allowed to the Loyalists has been curtailed by an express Order from the 
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, and Calculations have been made 
for the Supplies for this Province & Nova Scotia therefrom His augmen- 
tating the Ration to the former quantity may be attended with great 
Inconvenience to the Service, not to be foreseen at present, at the same 
time, it is so much His Excellency’s Desire to relieve the wants of these 
poor People, and for that Purpose to forward their Settlements, that He 
will, in consideration of the circumstances so strongly urged by the Loy- 
alists and of your representation of the necessity of the measure, take 
upon Himself the consequences of allowing a full Ration until the King’s 
Pleasure shall be further known, and the Commissary General will have 
Orders to issue the same as soon as He can make his Arrangement for 
that purpose. . 

His Excellency is this day informed by a Letter from Major Ross 
that the Settlers at Cataraqui are in great disorder, not having yet got 
upon their Land, many of them unprovided with a Blanket to cover Them, 
searce any Turnip Seed and neither Axes nor Hoes for Half of them— 
it is said that Captain Sherwood has stop’d more than His proportion at 
Oswegatchie. His Excellency unwilling to think that Captain Sherwood 
has the Inclination or would presume to do ‘anything so hurtful to the 
Settlements in general, and satisfied that you have taken every precau- 
tion to prevent Abuse in the distribution of Tools &c. is in hopes that 
these disappointments have proceeded from some unavoidable Delay in 
the Transport, before now removed. I wrote by this Post to Captain 
Maurer upon the Subject, and His Excellency desires that you will take 
the most immediate and effectual steps to remedy any neglect or delay 
that may have arisen in the execution of your Orders at the several Set- 
oe either in the Distribution of Tools &c., or the forwarding of 
them. 


e7 © 6 0 0 8 € 6 86 @ 2 0 1 Ble we (0,6 © © © 6 6 6 © 6 (6 ‘ee 6 ‘9 © @ ge * @ @ 6 6 (C16 6) 6 @ se ge Le (0 1608) © 8m Rie 


LOYALIST SETTLEMENT 139 


From the Tools you have already distributed amongst the Loyalists 
you are the best Judge of their further wants, and the General desires 
you will forward them from the New supply, but with great Economy, 
as a proportion for those in the lower Province will not only be wanted 
_but also for those who are still to emigrate from the States. 

Fall Seed Wheat will soon be wanted. Captain Sherwood has under- 
taken to procure 300 Bushels from Lake Champlain, to which the Gen- 
eral has agreed. He proposes purchasing the remainder from Vermont 
& wishes you as soon as possible to inform him what quantity you think 
will be enough. 


(B 64, pp. 66-7.) 


MAJOR MATHEWS TO MAJOR ROSS. 


HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC, 20th July, 1784. 
Sir, 

I have had the Honor to receive and lay before His Excellency the 
Commander in Chief your Letter of the 7th Instant and am directed to 
Signify to you His concern and surprise that the Tools and other Articles 
intended for the Settlers at Cataraqui had not been received, the delay 
is the more Extraordinary as every precaution possible was taken by His 
Excellency to expedite the Transport of these Articles, and for an im- 
partial Distribution of them, the General can therefore only attribute it 
to some accident or unavoidable delay in the Transport, probably from 
a want of Batteaux, for notwithstanding the number employed in that 
Service and the infinite pains taken by Captain Maurer, to procure a speedy 
return of the Boats sent off from time to time with the Loyalists, He made 
heavy and frequent complaints of their being very improperly detained, 
and many of them not sent back at all. His Excellency has written upon 
that Subject both to Sir John Johnson and to Captain Maurer, directing 
that immediate enquiry be made into it, and that the Evil be remedied. 
At the same time the General desires that whatever deficiences may re- 
main in Axes and Hoes, or other Articles indispensibly necessary, You will 
make application for to Sir John Johnson, who will direct that they be 
forwarded without loss of time. 

Seed Wheat is bespoken for, so that you may encourage every prep- 
aration for the reception of it, and assure the Settlers that it will be for- 
warded in time. 

The Article of Provisions which has caused such general Apprehen- 
sion has been considered of by His Excellency, And on Account of the 
Season having been so far advanced before they got to their Ground, He 
has taken upon himself, contrary to the Instructions of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Treasury (a Copy of which is enclosed) to order that 
a full ration be issued, until His Majesty’s further pleasure can be known. 

For the immediate preservation of good Order, and adjusting Dis- 
putes until a regular Police can be established in the New Settlements, 
His Excellency sends herewith two Commissions of Justice of the Peace, 
one for yourself and the other for Mr. Maclean!, with the usual Oaths, 


1Neil Maclean, commissary at Cataraqui, afterwards a member of the first land 
board for the district of Mecklenburg. 
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and a Dedimus Potestatem to Mr. Collins to administer the same. 

There are 24 Pieces of good Iron Cannon and Six Damaged, remaining 
at Fort Levy below Oswegatchie!\—His Excellency desires You will em- 
brace the first good Opportunity to remove them to our Side of the River 
sending a proper Person of the Royal Artillery to see that they are prop- 
erly laid upon Logs for that purpose. 


P.S. Sir John Johnson having made application for Mr. Commissary 
Maclean, and some Officers of his Regiment who have prepared Frame 
Houses, and wish to erect them upon the Gore between the 1st Township, 
the Bay, & the Mills, His Excellency is pleased to consent thereto. 


(B 64, pp. 69-71.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 22d July, 1784 
“Dear Sir 

“T have the honor of your letter of the 19th Instant. I am happy 
to find that His Excellency has taken the distressed situation of the Loy- 
alists so far under his consideration as to Order them the usual Ration 
again until His Majesty’s further pleasure shall be known, indeed few of 
them could have made out without this Indulgence, and it is the only step 
in my opinion that could have prevented the ruin of the Infant settlements 
—they will now I am certain set to Work chearfully and exert themselves 
in the hope of relieving the nation from the burthen they are become to 
them by endeavouring to put themselves above the reach of want. 

“It was not possible for the Loyalists at Cataraqui to be settled till 
the Lands were surveyed for them, which was not done when I left it, 
for near one half of them, but the Townships were assigned to them, and 
the mode of drawing for their Lotts directed Agreeably to His Excellency’s 
Orders. 

“The Tools must have arrived a few days after I left Cataraqui, as 
I passed them on their way up about Oswegatchie, there would then be 
Axes enough to double the number of Men, Hoes were scarce as the People 
first settled had immediate occasion for them and were supplied accord- 
ingly—the other Articles were distributed in large proportions to the 
People above—Turnip seed was scarce, I gave at the rate of four drink- 
ing glasses to each Company of my first Battalion, the remainder I de- 
livered to Major Jessup, to be distributed at Cataraqui, it was too little 
for their Numbers, but few would have occasion for it, having for the 
most part supplied themselves, the Rest would be too late to make use 
of it—however I directed Captain Sherwood, who had a large share of it 
that he had purchased, to forward what he could spare, with every other 
Article Necessary that he had stopped, and did not stand in need of. 

“As many of the Settlers will be too late on their grounds to clear 
much for Winter Wheat, I think upon an average that three Bushels to 
each Man, which will amount to near five thousand Bushels for the whole 
of the Settlers I have given in Return of,—less perhaps might answer— 


10n Chimney Island in the Saint Lawrence. 
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From the Quantity of Tools left in Store there will be little occasion for 
any of the new supply, except Hoes or any other necessary Implements 
not forwarded before of which there are many. 

“T have just now been told that the Commissary General has ordered 
that the Ration is to be Augmented by throwing in the small species 
which will not better the people, much as Flour is the Article they are 
most hurt by the diminution of.” 


(B 115, pp. 277-8.) 


FROM CAPTAIN MAURER TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 22d July 1784. 
“Sir/ 

“I was favor’d with your Letter of the 19 Inst. and have the Honor 
inclosed to transmit you for His Excelly the Commander in Chief’s infor- 
mation a return of what Tools were forwarded by me to Sir John; the 
manner in which they were distributed I am ignorant of; but will enquire 
of Sir John to find out where the fault lays—haveing taken particular 
care, to forward Invoices. to Him of what He was to expect, (Even before 
the Tools were sent to me from St. John’s) in order to regulate the Dis- 
tribution accordingly. 

“Whenever the Tools arrive they shall be received in Store & De- 
livered to Sir John’s order as directed. 
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(B 188, pp. 275-6.) 
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FROM CAPTAIN SHERWOOD TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


: “NEWTOWN OSWAGACHA 238d July 1784. 
Ty ir 

“Major Jessups ill state of health not permitting him to attend to 
any kind of business, he has directed me to represent to you for His 
Excellencys information, the present Condition of our new settlement here, 
Vizt. the people have all got on their farms to work, they are universally 
pleas’d and seem to Emulate each other in their Labour, insomuch that 
almost every lot in the front of our three Townships and many of the 
back Concessions have already Considerable improvements and the Country 
begins to wear a very promising appearance— But the Reduction of the 
Rations of provision which must take place to-morrow disheartens the poor 
people much; they say (what appears to me strictly true) that it is im- 
possible for them to subsist on so short allowance, and do hard Labour, 
as they have no milk nor butter nor any kind of vegetables whatever, 
no fresh meat nor fish Except now & then by Chance a few small pan 
fish taken with hook and line and even this triffling resource must fail 
in the winter season— 

“We do not expect nor desire His Excellency to deviate in the least 
from the Kings order respecting the final quantity of provision allow’d 
the Loyalists in Canada—But Could His Excellency permit us to make 
use of the provision in the usual daily allowance of bread, pork, & peas, 
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it would serve us in full, for one year from last May or June, soon after 
which we hope by industry, and heavens blessing to have some bread 
Corn & vegetables from our own Lands, ‘and to have many resources which 
we have not now and we are not without hopes that our Gracious Sovereign 
will through His Excellency’s interference for us Continue our provisions 
till the following Autumn which would be very sufficient for us, Especially 
if we can obtain a bushel or two of seed wheat for every man to sow 
this fall, which is so much Consequence to the well being, and even Con- 
tinuance of this settlement, that the Major and all the other Gentlemen 
have desir’d me to intreat His Excellency to grant us some assistance in 
obtaining it soon for seed time is drawing nigh, and it will take the people 
much longer to put in the seed with Hoes than if they had oxen Con- 
sequently they should begin their Sowing Earlier.— 

“Ens’n Bottum goes from here with this, and he is directed to wait 
at St. Johns for some instructions from you respecting procuring some 
seed wheat on Lake Champlain which he can do immediately after harvest 
at 5/ pr bushel—But if His Excellency cannot permit the purchase on 
Gov’t ac’t we have directed Mr. Bottum to purchase 100 Bushels on our 
Credit which shall be distributed among the poor people here, as far as 
it goes, and if this should be the Case we pray His Excellency to grant 
him a passport to go & purchase it; and an order to Major Campbell &c. 
for a Boat and Carriages to transport it to this place. 

“Ens’n Best is going into the Country on his own business & will 
if His Excellency should think proper, proceed to the Mohawk River and 
purchase seed wheat for that part of our Regt. at Cataracque he accom- 
panys Mr. Bottum to St. Johns where he will likewise wait your instructions 
from oe Genl which I pray you to send to them as soon as may be Con- 
venient— 

“T have by the Majors directions Inclos’d a Return of the Tools we 
have had and Isu’d here, and of such Articles as are still wanting to 
supply our present necessitys.— 

“A duplicate of this Return is sent to Sir John Johnson but as the 
Major was dubious wheather Sir John would take on himself to supply 
our Regt & people with all those things he thought it the surest & most 
proper method to apply immediately to His Excellency for them.” 


(B 162, pp. 339-341.) 


“A Return of tools Received and delivered at this place Newtown 
Oswagacha 23d July 1784 and of Articles wanting. 
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‘Wanted to Compleat 11 | 340 | 400 | 12 | 71 


LOYALIST SETTLEMENT 148 


“Likewise wanting for those three Townships two setts of Blacksmiths 
Tools Two setts of Carpenters & joiners Tools, and one sett of each for 
the Loy’] Rangers settled at Cataraqui—half a dozen whip saws, and as 
many Crosscut saws, with whatever Glass & Nails as is allow’d by Gov’t 
to build Huts for the people. 

“N.B. the Bush Hooks should be in the form of short Scythes.” 


(B 162, p. 338.) 
(Original in the handwriting of Captain Sherwood.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO LIEUTENANT FRENCH. 


HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 24th July 1784 
Sir, 
His Excellency the Commander in Chief is concerned to find from 
your Letter to me of the 22nd Instant, that there is so poor a prospect 
of being supplied with Seed Wheat for the Settlers from Vermont. He 
is however pleased to desire that You will immediately employ the Person 
You think Worthy of that Trust, in going to Vermont, and making every 
possible enquiry concerning the Quantity that can be procured, the lowest 
price that will be taken, the time and place to be delivered, and in short 
every information that is necessary in that Business, with which he must 
return immediately to you, and You will report His Success to the General 
that measures may be taken without loss of Time for Transporting across 
the Lake such Quantity as can be procured, from the best Calculation 
that can be made there will be wanted from 3 to 5000 Bushels, an attempt 
will be made to procure some part thereof from the Mohawk River, in 
this Province it will be in vain to expect Assistance. 


(B 64, p. 91.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 26th July 1784. 
Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the Honor of your Letter of the 22nd Instant, 
which has been laid before His Excellency the Commander in Chief, and 
I am directed to acquaint You that it is with pleasure that he perceives 
from it that the apprehensions of the Loyalists at Cataraqui must have 
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long see been quieted by the arrival of the Tools &c., which You destined 
for them 

The General is pleased to find that the Augmentation of the Ration 
has been attended with such good Consequences tho’ He cannot help seeing 
with Concern the impossibility of giving satisfaction to the Loyalists Who 
are indifferent to the Consequences of his having taken upon himself that 
step, or the scarcity it may Occasion before another supply may be re- 
ceived—if He had not been so fortunate as to have the Small species of 
Provision in Store it could not be effected for Since the Receipt of Your 
Letter, a Minute Review of the Provisions in the Province has been 
made, and upon a Calculation of What will be wanted here, What has 
and must be sent to Nova Scotia to fulfill the Orders of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Treasury, it is found that the utmost Giconomy will 
be necessary to make the Quantity in Store last Twelve Months. In regard 
to the Upper Country from the Returns last sent from Niagara the Num- 
ber Victualled there is so great that to send up Provisions for them for 
the Winter will be utterly impossible—The Return specifies 1257 Indians, 
66 of the Indian Department, and 224 Loyalists besides the Troops and 
Rangers. His Excellency is pleased to desire that you will write by the 
Very first opportunity to Lieut. Col. Butler, or if he is Come away, to 
Mr. Dease, giving Him the strongest injunctions to reduce immediately 
the expenditure of Provisions to the Indians and in that Department, the 
continuation of which very much surprises His Excellency, as he has all 
along understood that the Indians had Cultivated Grounds at new Settle- 
ments, sufficient or nearly so, to support themselves without much assist- 
ance from Government; those who are going with Joseph to the Head of 
the Lake, His Excellency is satisfied, will want aids in Provisions, but 
while they remain in their settlement in the Neighbourhood of Niagara, 
He thinks them independent thereof. The number of the Indian Depart- 
ment at that Post the General Cannot account for, considering the Reduc- 
tions which have been made, and desires that You will give Orders not 
to keep a single man that can be dispensed with. Lieut. Colonel De Pey- 
ster has orders to send down to Canada all Persons in the Description 
of Loyalists who do not immediately settle upon Lands in that Quarter, 
as the Prospect of a Want of Provisions before the spring supply Can be 
forwarded, is really allarming. 

The General is sorry to be informed that seed Wheat is both so scarce 
and Dear in Vermont as to Leave but little Hope of being amply supplied 
from thence. He has however ordered that a proper person be immediately 
sent into that Country to procure as much as possible, and He suggests 
to you if it would not be expedient to send some Person well qualified 
upon the same Errand to the Mohawk River to Learn to a Certainty if 
any and what Quantity may be procured, at what price, how soon, and 
what place it Can be delivered for the most convenient and most expeditious 
transport of it to Cataraqui and downwards. His Excellency desires you 
will be so good as to make Choice of a Person in whose fidelity and Dis- 
patch you can confide to procure this Information and that you will send 
him off immediately. 


(B 64, pp. 938-5.) 
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FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 
“MONTREAL 29th July, 1784. 
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“IT shall send or write to Morrow concerning the Seed Wheat to the 
Mohawk River—I am in great hopes it may be obtained there on as reason- 
able terms, if not more so, than in Vermont, Oswego will certainly 
be the easiest and most expeditious Way to bring it in by— 

“T am fearfull from what I have heard that the Settlement at Catara- 
qui will be greatly thinned by the diminution of Provision and I wish it 
may not be the case lower down for the want of flour.” 


(B 115, pp. 279-280.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO LIEUTENANT FRENCH. 


“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 29th July 1784, 
‘Sir 
“I have just rec’d your Letter of the 26th Inst., to which my last 
will serve as an Answer. His Excellency the Commander in Chief, con- 
tinuing in the resolution of trying all means to procure a Sufficiency of 
Seed Wheat for the Settlers, or in all Events, as much as can be had You 
will please therefore without loss of time, to proceed in that Business, 
agreeably to my last Letter and your best endeavours, 


(B 64, p. 101.) 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO HON. GEORGE ROSE. 


“QUEBEC lst Aug’st 1784. 
“Mr. SECRET’Y ROSE 
“By the Caesar Aug’st 7th. 


“T have to request that you will lay the inclosed Copies of Letters 
from Sir John Johnson, and Memorial before the Lords Commissioners 
of His Majesty’s Treasury, and that you will acquaint their Lordships, 
that the Memorial was signed by the most respectable and considerable 
Members of the Loyalist Refugees in this Province, and that finding the 
apprehension and discontent Occasioned by the Diminution of the Ration 
had spread thro’out the Province, I have thought myself under the neces- 
sity of augmenting the allowance of Provisions, to a full Ration including 
the small species, which will not be felt much by the Store, having a 
Large Quantity of Pease before Hand; this has, in some measure, quieted, 
but by no means removed the discontent, as the diminution of the Article 
of Flour is what they most feel, yet I cannot with prudence go further, 
to gratify them, than I have done, Considering the large Supply of Pro- 
visions, which their Lordships have directed from time to time to be sent 
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to Halifax, and the uncertainty of a further Supply arriving in this 
Province by the time it may be wanted; I have acquainted the Loyalists 
that this Augmentation will only be continued, untill His Majesty’s 
Pleasure Can be known, and as an indulgence granted to their immediate 
necessities. It is certain that these unhappy people are entitled to every 
Consideration and assistance, from the King’s Servants, and it would have 
been a Misfortune to have lost the good Effects of His Majesty’s kindness 
and Bounty to them, by not listening to their application.” 


(B 56, pp. 263-4.) 


FROM BARON DE REITZENSTEIN TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


“Monsieur 

La township destinée pour les Soldats congediés des regts reglés 
n’étant pas encore arpentés, que nous pouissions prendre possession du 
terrain destiné pour nous, je suis obligé de camper encore ici pour attendre 
notre sort. 

“Votre Excellence aura la grace de me permettre que j’aie l’honneur 
de vous réprésenter trés humblement la triste situation de soldats con- 
gediés, qui est a tout égard infiniment plus dure que cette des Loialistes, 
et qui mérité certainement la compassion de Votre Excellence. Les Loial- 
istes, étant pourvus du gouvernement des Couvertes et des Hardes, quoi- 
qwils étoient auparavant mieux fournis de ces effets que les pauvres soldats, 
aiant eu l’avantage d’avoir leur menages en ordre, puisqu’ils étoient depuis 
vin tems considerable dans un endroit fixe; sont en état de se garantir 
de la rigeur du tems, et aux mauvaises vapeurs, que la tene aprés la pluie 
et les brouillards si frequent par ici, exhalent; d’ou vient les maladies 
augmentent d’un jour 4 l’autre, qu’en peu de tems la plus grande partie 
de ces pauvres soldats n’auront plus la force de soutenir dans les travaux, 
et ils tomberont comme les mouches. Et si les sont dans une telle situa- 
tion, votre Excellence peut s’imaginer dans quel état pitoiable se trouveront 
les Femmes et leurs pauvres enfans. Le manque des nourritures fraiches, 
étant ici absolument réduit 4 leurs provisions salées, puisqu’ils ne peurent 
avoir ici ni poisson, ni seulement des Herbes sauvages qui sont mangeable 
si méme ils avoient de l’argent en poche, contribue encore beaucoup, de 
corrompre leur sang 4 un tel degré, que le scorbut en suivra immanquable- 
ment—II ai vrai, que les Sauvages émmenerent quelques fois du poisson; 
mais les marchands en ont toujours le choix, puisqu’ils traitent ensemble, 
et ils sont assez fin qu’ils donnent toujours des amorces aux quelles les 
sauvages ne peuvent pas résister; outre cela, la quantité des provisions 
étant si bornées, qu’ils sont mangés a mésme que le monde les recoit, qu’ils 
ne sont pas capable d’en ceder aux sauvages pour du poisson. Et ici autour 
de Cataraqui le poisson est si rare, que le monde est pendant de nuits en- 
eke a la peche et ne prendre pas pour remplir un plat avec une douzaine de 
ignes. 

“Votre Excellence eu la grace de me dire, que vous aviez donné des 
ordres & Oswego pour acheter des animaux domestiques dans la Nouvelle 
Angleterre, pour les nouveaux établissements, quis seront rendus a Catara- 
qui avant mon arrivée; mais depuis que je suis ici, je me suis informé 
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je partout et on m’entend pas encore parter: C’est ce qui me fait croire 
qu’on a negligé les ordres de Votre Excellence 4 Oswego. Je le crois donc 
de mon devoir de prier Votre Excellence tres respectueusement, de vouloir 
bien avoir la bonté de presser ces Mrs, quis sont la cause de ce retardment; 
puisque les animaux domestiques sont le besoin le plus essentiel pour notre 
Se et sans eux, nous ne serons pas dans la possibilité de nous étab- 
ir.— 

“Les graine de jardinages ne sont pas venu jusqu’a nous avant que 
Sir John partoit d’ici, on avoit fixé un tems, pour distribuer les grains de 
Navet et de Raves, qu’on avoit envoiés de Johnstown; et il se trouvoit, qu’il 
n’y avoit pas deux livres de la graine de Navets et encore moins de la graine 
des raves a partager entre huit cent soixante et quelques hommes et famil- 
les; que nous étions tous d’accord de les laisser ensemble, n’étant pas pos- 
sible de pouvoir trouver une mesure assez petite pour les partager, par 
consequent tous les soldats congediés et les Loialistes quis sont ici, sont 
entierement dépourvus des grains de jardinages. 

“Pour les Bleds de semence, nous sommes dans la méme cas; que si 
meme nous serons en Etat de défricher encore du Terrain, cet automne, 
nous n’aurons pas de quoi le semer, si Votre Excellence n’a pas la grace 
d’y rémédier. 

“Je ne dis rien de ma situation en particulier, mais je prie seulement 
Votre Excellence, de vouloir observer, que je suis ici tout 4 fait étranger, 
n’aiant aucun résource en moien pour trouver les besoins necessaire pour 
pouvoir m’établir, si Votre Excellence n’a pas la grace de me donner une 
assurance en écrit pour les 5 chellings par jour, que vous avez eu la bonté 
de me promettre tres gracieusement. Je suis persuadé que Votre Excel- 
lence ne me réfusera pas cette grace d’ou mon sort depend, et me mettra 
en Etat, que je puisse répondre a Vos intentions salutaires pour le bien de 
Ja nouvelle Colonie. 

“Toute ma félicité Terrestre depend de la protection de Votre Excel- 
lence, pour laquelle je suplie tres humblement; et mon Zéle pour le service 
prouvera la réconnaissance sans bornes de Votre Excellence. 

CATARAQUI le Ire d’aout 1784. 


(B 152, pp. 165-8.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO MAJOR HOLLAND. 


HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 2d August 1784 
Sir, 

I this Morning was favored with your Letter of the 19th Ultimo and 
having laid it before His Excellency the Commander in Chief, I am directed 
to signify to you His entire Approbation of your having remained at 
Cataraqui in Consequence of the Postscript of my last Letter, and his 
desire that you will upon no Account leave that place until the Loyalists 
have made such Progress in settling upon their Lands as not to admit a 
possibility of Disputes arising amongst them, or while you think your 
presence necessary to the Object of that essential Service, to expedite which 
His Excellency desires you will employ every Surveyor or Person that can 
be found Useful init. My last communicated His Excellency’s desire that 
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Lieut. Holland should be employed on the Surveying Service, there being 
little to do at present in that of the Engineer. 

From the Reports the General has had from below, and the Settle- 
ments in General, He is sorry to find that notwithstanding the pains He has 
taken for the General Happiness & Convenience of the Settlers, there are 
Individuals who, indifferent to that Object, and bent alone upon their own 
Interests, are very unreasonable & troublesome, and by their discontent, 
impede, instead of forwarding the Persons employed in laying out the 
Lands, and endeavour to draw them from an exact compliance with the 
Orders they have received. His Excellency has desired me to repeat to 
you His Expectation that you will not suffer any Arguments to induce you 
to depart from an Observance of the Instructions you have received, so 
clearly pointing out what you have to do, and directing a rigid impartial- 
ity—should any of these people discover themselves in the Course of your 
Business His Excellency desires that you will immediately report them to 
Him that they may be sent off the Ground without hesitation. 


(B 64, pp. 116-7.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO CAPTAIN SHERWOOD. 


i QUEBEC 5th August 1784. 
ir, 

I was yesterday favored with your Letter of the 23rd Ultimo which 
I have communicated to His Excellency the Commander in Chief, and I 
am directed to acquaint you and Major Jessup that your favorable Account 
of the progress making in the New Settlements you are engaged in affords 
him much pleasure. 

You are before this time made Acquainted that His Excellency has 
taken upon himself to Augment the last allowance of Provisions to a full 
Ration by including the small Species which from the vast Consumption 
in this Province and the Quantity ordered to Nova Scotia is the only re- 
source by which His Excellency could grant this relief, and great as it is, 
you will wonder to hear that many of those who reap the Benefit are still 
discontented, wishing to have the whole in Flour and Pork, the Pease is so 
essential an Article with the latter, towards the support of a Family—His 
Excellency has taken every step possible to procure a sufficiency of Seed 
Wheat, as well in this province as out of it, proper persons having been 
sent both to Vermont and to the Mohawk River for that purpose, and it is 
the General’s intention to advance payment for the same until he shall be 
able to represent the expediency of the measure to the King’s Ministers. 
Notwithstanding what has already been undertaken in this Business, His 
Excellency has directed me to send Passports to Mr. Bottom and Mr. Best 
by this day’s post to proceed immediately from St. John’s to procure as 
much Wheat as they can at as reasonable a rate to be delivered wherever 
it can be done with most expedition and convenience, on which the money 
will be paid. When they have made their Bargains they are either to come 
or send Messengers to St. Johns & Oswego, from whence they are to for- 
ward thro’ the Commanding Officers, the Terms they have made, to specify 
the Quantity agreed for, the Time and places to be delivered, that every 
Exertion made be made to transport it to the Settlements in due time. 
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A Return of your Requisition for Tools is this Day forwarded to Sir 
John Johnson. I fear it is upon too large a Scale to be compleated, but 
what can will be done. 

(B 64, pp. 122-8.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO ENSIGN BOTTUM1}. 


z “HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC, the 5th August 1784 
‘Sir 

“In consequence of an application from Captain Sherwood I am to 
signify to you His Excellency the Commander in Chief’s Permission thro’ 
Major Campbell to pass the Lines in order to procure some Seed wheat for 
the New Settlements, and I am further directed to Acquaint you that His 
Excellency being extremely anxious for your Success, desires you will em- 
ploy every effort in your Power to procure as large a quantity as possible 
at the cheapest rate, and as there is no time to be lost that you will give 
every attention and dispatch to the execution of your Commission, & that 
as soon as you have compleated your agreements you will either return to 
St. John’s, or send some carefull Messenger to inform Major Campbell of 
your success that he may make Provision for the Transport of it—you 
will specify the Quantity you have procured, the price, where & at what 
time it is to be Delivered—You will at the same time communicate to me by 
Letter what you have done. A proper Person will be sent to Receive and 
Pay for the Wheat wherever you shall agree with the Sellers, in which 
you will take care to make it as convenient as possible, for our Transport, 
now rendered difficult by the reduction of the Naval Department—Persons 
are already employed both in Vermont and upon the Mohawk River in 
this Business, you will therefore be very careful not to clash with them & 
thereby hurt the Market of each other—It is also necessary that you do 
not impart to any Person whosoever that this purchase is ordered to be 
made by Government, but on Account entirely of the Settlers, and to avoid 
a possibility of this Letter falling into improper Hands, after perusing 
it, or taking such private notes as you shall think necesary, leave it in the 
Hands of Major Campbell.” 

“N.B. one to the same Purport wrote to Ensign Best for the Mohawk 


River.” 
(B 65, pp. 44-6.) 


MEMORIAL FROM LOYALISTS AT BAY OF QUINTE. 


“To Sir JOHN JOHNSON, KNIGHT & BARONET, &c., &c., &c. 

“The Memorial of the Subscribers for themselves & the Loyalists 
under their respective care. 

“Humbly Sheweth— 

“That your Memorialists in Conjunction with Major Holland were 
commissioned by you to superintend the Settlement of the Loyalists of the 
Late Second Battalion K.R.R.N. York & the King’s Rangers upon the Crown 
Lands allotted to them by His Excellency the Commander in Chief for their 
Reception. 

“Your Memorialists cannot without the most Poignant concern View 


1Elijah Bottum of the Loyal Rangers. 
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the Measures adopted by a Person jointly commissioned with them, which 

must inevitably (if he is permitted to proceed in the same Track) Occasion 

He ele Ruin of a great Number of Industrious, Loyal, and well disposed 
eople. : 

“Your Memorialists beg your Permission to Point out their Grievan- 
ces and the causes, also to Represent to you their opinion of the Consequen- 
ces that will attend a perseverance in the Measures by him adopted Vizt— 
It was agreed in your presence by Major Holland and your Memorialists 
that they should have the Third Township and as much of the Fourth as 
would be sufficient for them, and the Tenor of your instructions to Major 
Holland & John Collins Esqur. (a Copy of which he Major Holland per- 
mitted us to take) Points out the same agreement, but unfortunately for us 
we soon discovered that Major Holland had directed his Views quite the 
contrary and proceeded to circumscribe our Boundaries within the limits 
of a Nine Mile Square Township and to affix Major Van Alstynes People 
on the Remaining lands without first exploring and ascertaining the Quan- 
tity fit for cultivation—After frequent Applications and remonstrances to 
him of the impropriety of so doing he still persists in his Original plan 
and now that the Number of Acres are supposed to be known and which 
he gives in Amounts to 44,054 Acres being all the Lands both in the Third 
and Fourth Townships, which is not sufficient for the late Second Battalion 
of the Kings Royal Regiment of New York and the Kings Rangers by 
10,546 Acres, without including the Familys, and now says that your Me- 
morialists and the People under their care must take it as it is, for he is 
determined that Major Van Alstynes People shall not be removed or in 
other words he will not direct them so to do without an express Order from 
His Excellency the Commander in Chief. 

“Your Memorialists from your Instructions to Major Holland and 
John Collins Esqr. (who look up to them for Redress) having neither Tent 
nor House to Shelter themselves under, added to their scanty allowance 
of Provisions—Humbly beg your Interference and your Memorialists as 
in duty bound &c., &c. 

“JAS. ROGERS! 
“THOS. GUMERSALL? 
“CATARAQUI 7th August 1784.” “W. R. CRAWFORD? 


(B 115, pp. 282-3.) 


iMajor commanding the King’s Rangers. He had owned large tracts of land in 
Vermont and New York, which had been confiscated. See the petition of his son, James 
Rogers in ‘“‘Papers and Records,” Vol. XXIV, pp. 114-5. 

2Captain in the second battalion King’s Royal Regiment of New York, formerly a 
merchant in the city of New York. In his claim for compensation presented to the com- 
missioners at St. John’s 8th February, 1787, he stated that he was a native of England ana 
had been educated as a Quaker. In 1771 he came to New York, bringing with him a 
large assortment of merchandise. He carried on business there until 1773, when he 
moved his stock in trade to Elizabeth Town and Morris Town in New Jersey and entered 
into partnership with William Dumaine. In July, 1776, he joined the British army on 
Staten Island, having before that time been made a prisoner four times on account of 
his loyalty. Soon after he received a commission in Sir John Johnson’s regiment and 
served until the end of the war. 

(Second Report of Ontario Bureau of Archives, 1904, p. 254.) 

8Captain in the second battalion King’s Royal Regiment of New York, formerly a 
tenant of lands belonging to Sir John Johnson in the Mohawk valley. He had concluded 
the treaty with the Indians at Carleton Island on 9th October, 1783, by which all these 
lands had been purchased. 
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FROM JAMES ROGERS AND OTHERS TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


“CATARAQUI 8th August 1784 
46 ir 

“We are exceeding sorry to find ourselves under the disagreeable 
necessity of communicating by way of Memorial a Number of grievances 
which the obstinacy of an Individual solely occasions. 

““Now that Matters are come to a Crisis after amusing us this up- 
wards of six Weeks & frequently asserting that there was Land enough for 
us & Major Rogers People, he finds himself mistaken & sees the impossi- 
bility of making good his assertions, his proposals to us are such that it 
is impossible for us to countenance such either being considered acessarys. 

“The Bearer Lieut. McKay! whose only Business to Canada is to pre- 
sent to you our Memorial will point out to you his Conduct to us & our 
People since your Departure. 

“The Gentlemen with us join in Compliments to you. We are with 
the greatest respect 

“Sir your most obedient Hble Servants. 

“JAS ROGERS. 
“THO GUMERSALL 
“W R. CRAWFORD. 
“SiR JOHN JOHNSON KNT & BART. 
“&e., &e., &e.” 
(B 115, p. 284.) 


FROM JOHN DUNCAN? TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


“HERMITAGE Augt. 9th 1784. 
“Dear Sir, 

“This moment rec’d your fav’r of 29th July Respecting Wheat & its 
Price, Conveyance &c. In the present Situation of our Affairs I cannot 
ine you with so an immediate supply of Wheat as you require for many 

easons. 

“1st. We are only now in the Middle of our Wheat Harvest, little 
more. 

“2nd. The Country has been in so much distress for wheat and even 
Rye that within these few days to my certain knowedge wh’t has been 
from 7/to 8/ a skepel, in short the scarcity has been so great, that it will 
be some time before the New Crop can fill up the want. 

“3rd. At Present a communication to Oswego is unknown here, our 
Friends tho few are in dread, Nevertheless Villains, real Enemies are try- 
ing to pass, Notwithstanding it is Generally Understood here it is diamet- 
rically opposite to the Commander in Chief’s order or intention. 

“Ath. If the communication were open, And Wheat Plenty, am at 
present not certain how, sending Wheat to Canada Hither by Ontario or 
otherwise wd relish, at Present ittem of such wou’d be A means to Play 


1Probably William McKay of the second battalion of the King’s Royal Regiment of 
New York, formerly a sergeant in the 21st Regiment. 

2A kinsman of Richard Duncan, a captain in the first battalion of the Royal Regi- 
ment of New York, afterwards a member of the Legislative Council, 
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the very D--] here; in order to so far to explain there has for several Weeks 
past been a Congress or Meeting with the Western Indns intended but not- 
withstanding the United Interest of the Cuylers & Glens Provisions for 
that Purpose, no not even Flower cou’d be procured, this I mention in confi- 
dence tho a fact. it is now said a sufficiency is near got, consequently to go 
on, but I doubt much if it will— 

“T have told you my real sentiments, nevertheless, free from any tho’t 
of Either fee or reward, I will instantly Engage in the business & procure 
what I can in a quiet way to avoid an Allarm, And my Dear Sir I beg you'll 
believe that I shall always be happy to Contribute my Mite, in doing any 
thing in my power to serve my old Worthy Acq’ce Genl. Haldimand the 
Commander in Chief or Sir John Johnson in Particular. 

“T have not seen Mr. Hare, Wish I may, to Advise him to keep sillent, 
I shall not be idle in what is wanted. 

{ES 

“When I receiv’d yours Mr. John Kelley a prince’! Land Jober &c. 

from New York was at supper with me, I mention this, as he seems to be 


your sincere Friend.” 
(B. 115, pp. 285-6.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 
“POINT AU RAISIN 11th August 1784. 


“Sir 

“TI left Montreal with a View to examine the Mill Place on the River 
au Raisin, which falls in the rear of one of My Lotts, and proves to be a 
very good situation for Mills—It will admit of both Grist and Saw Mill on 
the same Dam, but it will be a very expensive one, but as the Numerous 
Inhabitants now settling on that River will stand in great need of Boards, 
I mean immediately to set about the Mill!, provided your Excellency will 
be pleased to direct that Muchmore the Mill Wright, who has the Charge of 
the Canalls at the Cedars, may be permitted to superintend the Works, up- 
on my paying him, and his finding a proper person to attend in his absence 
—and to bring with him such Tools as may be Necessary out of the Kings 
Store. 

“Lieutenant McKay Arrived here on the 9th Instant with the Memorial 
and letter to me which I have now the honor to transmit herewith, the 
same Evening Major Holland arrived also on his way to Quebec, from the 
Conversation I had with the Major, and other Information, the distressed 
Situation of these poor People is but too evident, the season far advanced, 
and they still in the dark where they are to be fixed—I am of opinion from 
the smallness of (Grasses and Jessups parties settled on the first & second 
Townships that there might have been Land sufficient to make up for the 
Deficiency in the third & fourth Townships, which I mean Immediately to 
suggest to Mr. Collins, & the parties concerned—and hope it may remove 
all future Complaints & Jealousies—I intend to leave this for Montreal the 
15th to be ready to receive any commands your Excellency may be pleased 


to honor me with.” 
(B 115, pp. 287-8.) 
iThis was situated at Williamstown in the present township of Charlottenburg. 
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FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


ne HEAD QUARTERS, QUEBEC, 16th August, 1784. 
ir 

It is with concern that I learn from Major Holland the very unfavor- 
able Report which He made to you, upon his way to this place, of the set- 
tlers belonging to the 2nd Battalion at Cataraqui, particularly of some of 
the officers who instead of conciliating the minds of such as are disposed 
to be discontented, and reconciling any difficulties which from local, or 
other Circumstances, cannot be obviated, are active in encouraging and 
supporting them in disregarding the Instructions which it appears from 
Mr. Collins’s Certificate and others, you had left for execution with Major 
Holland. A slight Indisposition has prevented me from Enquiring into 
the particulars of the Affair but I have directed Major Holland to make a 
faithfull Report to me in writing of every Circumstance relating to it, 
that proper notice may be taken of such persons whose Conduct has been 
reprehensible—in the mean time finding that it has not only impeded but 
actually stopped the Progress of the Settlement, the purpose of this Letter 
is to desire that you will immediately dispatch an Express to Mr. Collins 
with my positive Orders that he shall proceed in allotting the 4th Township 
as proposed by Major Holland, leaving the proportion of the officers and 
Non commissioned officers of your 2nd Battalion, Major Rogers’s Detach- 
ment, & Major Van Alstines party that cannot be compleated in Nos 3 & 
4 to be laid out for Them as soon as possible where they can most Conven- 
iently be had. You will at the same time give such Directions as You 
shall think proper to the refractory persons in question, to second Mr. Col- 
lins in the execution of this order, in which, if they do not immediately 
acquiesce, they are to come down from thence, and will assuredly be de- 
prived of every Bounty a proper Conduct would entitle them to from Gov- 
ernment. 


(B 64, pp. 162-3.) 


FROM G. C. BARON DE REITZENSTEIN TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“CATARAQUI le 18me d’Aout 1784. 
“Monsieur 

“Aprés tant du tems que je campe ici avec le Congediers des Regts 
reglés je puis avoir l’honneur de Vous marquer, que nous avons tirés les 
lots pour la 5me Seigneurie quoiqu’il y a encore 30 lots 4 arpenter—Il y a 
la plus grande partie de mes gens qui sont prét possession de leurs lots, 
mais je ne peut pas partir d’ici jusqu’a ce que les lots sont tous arpentir et 
que chaqu’un peut allér sur sa terre par raport du Major Ross qui veut 
faire valoir son autorité de Commandant aussitot que je m’absente, mais 
en ma presence il se tient tranquil. 

“Vous avez eu le bonté Monsieur de me promettre, que Vous Voulliez 
faire toute diligence possible pour pouvoir le pauvres Soldats Congediers 
de Couvertes daignez donc me permettre Monsieur que je Vous prie tres 
humblement de faire attention a la situation pitoiable de ces pauvres gens 
quis sont abandonnés de coucher a terre sans auqu’une couverture et ex- 
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posés 4 tout la rigeur de la pluie si frequent en cette saison et les mauvaises 
vapeurs que la terre exhale apres de brouilards que nous avons presque 
journellement et de vent froid comme dans |’automne avec leurs femmes 
et pauvres enfans. En considerant cette triste situation Monsieur je 
suis certain que Votre Coeur genereux aura pitie de ces pauvres aban- 
donnés. 

“J’ose Monsieur en méme tems Vous suplier de vouloir bien me per- 
mettre que j’aye l’honneur de Vous assurer en particulier, de la Considera- 
tion le plus parfaite et du Respect avec lequel j’ai ’honneur d’étre.” 


(B 162, pp. 353-4.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 
“MONTREAL 19th August 1784 


“Sir ; 
“T have the honor of your Excellency’s letter of the 16th Instant. I 
was much concerned to hear from Major Holland, as Well as from Lieut- 
enant McKay, that so great a number of the People still remained unsettl- 
ed, Notwithstanding the steps that have been taken last fall & this Spring 
to prepare for them—TI much fear too much time was taken up to prepare 
the first Township for the reception of a very few Men, and they not of the 
first consideration, this Circumstance with other Delays, served to Sower 
their tempers, which perhaps may have been promoted rather than dis- 
couraged by those whose duty it was so to do. I shall this Day send off a 
Canoe Express to Cataraqui that came down with Lieutenant McKay, who 
delivered me the Memorial and letter I have the honor to transmit here- 
with, which, through some mistake was neglected to be sent by the two 
last Posts. As many of the People that now compose Van Alstynes party 
belong to Jessups and Grasses parties, I shall direct them to return to 
their own Corps, by which means there will be more Room for those in the 
3d & 4th Townships, and they will be settled with those they should have 
drawn with at first, and where there is no reason to Complain of Want 


of Ground.” 
(B 115, p. 291.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 19th August, 1784 

“Sir 
“T have now to Acknowledge the Receipt of your favors of the 5th 
and 14th Instant occ o6% evipea sce soos eee Reet ee ee 
rise “The Demand for Tools &c. from Oswegatchie is very unreasonable, 
they will receive their proportion of every thing in Store, Carpenters & 
Smiths Tools are not in Store, nor are there any Brush Scythes—I would 
be glad to know if His Excellency means that those Articles should be pro- 
cured for them—and how, or by whom—many small Articles might be 
made up for them at a small expence that would be very usefull—........ 


Bisieeh aloe desta ute one aia ae (B 146, p. 291.) 
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FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO MAJOR ROSS. 


e “HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 23d August, 1784. 
“6 ir. 

“Major Holland having reported to me the opposition He met with in 
the Execution of His Duty in laying out the Township No. 4 from Major 
Rogers, & others Captains of the 2d Battalion of the Royal Yorkers but 
particularly the extravagant Conduct of Capt. McDonell, so highly dis- 
respectful to the King’s Service, and to an officer of Major Holland’s 
Rank and Character, in Consequence whereof, and in Consideration of Mr. 
McDonell being an unfit Person to reside in a New Settlement, you will 
upon Receipt of this Letter order him away from the Settlement, and at 
the same time acquaint him that by his Conduct he has forfeited every 
Pretention to the Protection of Government, and that his Name shall be 
struck out of my Recommendation of the officers for half Pay, which you 
will publish in Orders. 

“You will please also to acquaint Major Rogers and Captn. Gumer- 
shall and Crawford of my displeasure at a Conduct so opposite to that 
which they ought to observe in an Infant Settlement, where nothing but 
the Force of Example can reconcile the numberless Difficulties that must 
unavoidably occur, circumstanced as they are at present. Nothing but 
Major Rogers’s time of life, and a belief that he and the Parties concern- 
ed have been influenced by Capt. McDonell should prevent me from with- 
drawing from them in like Manner His Majesty’s Bounty which his Ser- 
vants are no longer intitled to than while they conduct themselves as duti- 
full and well disposed Subjects. I have directed Mr. De Lancey to re- 
pair immediately to Cataraqui in order to settle the Distribution of the 
Township in question with Mr. Collins agreably to Instructions he will 
receive from Sir John Johnson. I have referred him to you for your Ad- 
vice and Assistance, and must desire that you will afford Him all in your 
Power—the more the Business of the Settlements is transacted under the 
Sanction of the Civil Power the better it will be relished by these People. 
I shall send up Commissions of the Peace for Mr. Van Alstine! and Capt. 
Sherwood, which I believe will make a sufficient Number.” 


(B 64, pp. 181-2.) 


1Major Peter Van Alstine and other officers of Colonel Abraham C. Cuyler’s regt- 
ment with a party of loyalists numbering in all 258 persons, including seventeen servants, 
probably negro slaves, settled in Township No. 4, Cataraqui, afterwards named Adolphus- 
town. See their petition in “Papers and Records’, Vol. XXVI, p. 354. Van Alstine was 
appointed chairman of the first local land board and in 1793 was elected member of the 
Legislative Assembly for the county of Prince Edward and district of Adolphus to suc- 
ceed Philip Dorland, who had resigned his seat. He died in 1811. 
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FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO STEPHEN DE LANCEY?}. 


QUEBEC 23rd August 1784. 
Sir, 

It is with great concern I learn that notwithstanding the pains that 
have been taken, & the great expence incurred for settling the Loyalists, 
that desirable object has been much impeded by interested and discontent- 
ed Individuals, whose Duty it is to shew good Example, and to exert their 
Influence in smoothing the difficulties which must unavoidably attend so 
arduous an Undertaking. The nature of your office, your Authority as 
a Magistrate, your knowledge of and influence with the greatest part of 
these people, if residing with Them, could not fail to prevent in a great 
measure, the misunderstandings and discontents which have occurred, 
and I feel myself to blame in having yielded to my Instructions to accomo- 
date your wishes, by permitting you to remain absent from your Duty so 
long. I have therefore to desire that you will, without loss of Time, re- 
pair to Cataraqui to settle some disputes that have arisen there respecting 
_ the distribution of the Townships allotted for the settlement of part of 
the 2nd Battn. Royal Regiment of New York, the King’s Rangers, and 
Mr. Van Alstine’s party—the particulars of which will be communicated 
to you by Sir John Johnson, together with Instructions for your Conduct 
therein, should any difficulties arise in the Execution of the Business, you 
will apply to Major Ross for his advice and assistance And I have to de- 
sire that you will not only give every attention in your power to reconcile 
any difficulty or misunderstandings that may occur amongst these People, 
but that you will inculcate the necessity there is for a similar Conduct in 
the Principal Persons thro’out the Several Townships, on whose dis- 
interested Exertions the Happiness and prosperity of the New Settlers en- 
tirely depend.” 


(B 64, pp. 179-180.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC, 26th Augt. 1784. 
Sir, 

By Authority of His Excellency the Commander in Chief, I have the 
Honor to acquaint you that Mr. French has Reported the Return of the 
Person from Vermont who was sent into the Country to make inquiry for 
Seed Wheat for the Loyalists. He says that 4000 Bushels can be procur- 
ed at Shaftesbury, Arlington, Sunderland, and Manchester, to be deliver- 
ed there at a Dollar per Bushel, but if carried to the Landing (three Miles 
above the Falls at Skeensborough) at a Dollar and two thirds—this will 


1Stephen De Lancey (1740-1798) was a son of General Oliver De Lancey. He was 
educated in England and had practiced law in New York. In 1765 he was appointed 
clerk of the city and county of Albany. On June 4th, 1776, he was seized by the insurg- 
ents and sent as a prisoner to Hartford, Conn. After his release he was appointed to 
command a battalion of New Jersey Volunteers in his father’s brigade. After acting as 
inspector of loyalists in the province of Quebec he removed to Nova Scotia and was 
appointed a member of the Council. He was subsequently appointed chief justice of 
the Bahamas, where he served until 1797, when he was promoted to be governor of Tobago. 
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make it come to 2 Dollars or near that sum pr. Bushell, a Price out of all 
proportion with that at which Wheat will sell in the Province. His Ex- 
cellency has therefore delayed giving Orders to purchase it untill He can 
learn what Quantity of Winter Wheat can be procured here, for which 
purpose Letters will this day be dispatched to the most likely Persons and 
places where it may be found, which will determine the quantity which 
must be had from Vermont. His Excellency hopes that your Messenger 
to the Mohawk River will be more fortunate and that a sufficient Quan- 
tity to supply Niagara and Cataraqui may be introduced by way of Oswego, 
from whence the Settlers at the latter have already procured a good many 
Cattle. The General is anxious for the return of the Person you sent, that 
this Business may be reduced to a Certainty before the Season shall be 
too far advanced, it is possible that by the time answers can be had from 
the different Parts of the Province (which will be in about Ten days) Your 
Messenger will arrive. 
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(B. 64, pp. 187-8.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO MAJOR ROSS. 
“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 26th Augt. 1784. 


“Sir 

“T have had the honor to receive and lay before His Excellency the 
Commander in Chief your Letter of the 18th Instant. He is concerned 
to find that you had not then received a sufficiency of Hoes for the Loyal- 
ists settling in your Neighbourhood, but hopes that your application to 
Sir John Johnson and his directions to the same Effect will ere this Time 
have been fulfilled. 

“His Excellency has a perfect Conception of the difficulties you ex- 
perience with the Medley of People you have to deal with. He applauds 
you having adopted moderate rather than rigorous measures and hopes 
from thence that the deserving and thinking part of them will influence 
the others to follow their Example, and that in Time, they will from the 
Motive of Interest conduct themselves properly. At the same time His 
Excellency desires that, in cases where Example cannot be made (as in 
a recent one) or where there is the least risque of the peace of any Part 
of the Settlement being disturbed by refractory, ill disposed persons, you 
will together with some of the Commissioners of the Peace and in the 
presence of some of the principal People examine into such Conduct as 
shall give offence, and if necessary, order the delinquents down the Coun- 
try, reporting at the same time to His Excellency thereon. 

“The General is well satisfied with the Agreement you have made for 
the Boards, as it will answer the present wants of the Post, and He ap- 
proves of your compleating the Stores wanted, and the other Buildings in 
hand there resting until something further shall be directed relative to 
the Upper Country. 

“Your assurances to the Settlers of being supplied with Seed Wheat 
will be accomplished, His Excellency having secured a certain Quantity, 
but as it must be at a very high price, and perhaps Transported from Ver- 
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mont, the General has requested of Sir John Johnson to endeavor to intro- 
duce some from the Mohawk River, by the way of Oswego. His Excel- 
lency approves much your encouraging the bringing of Cattle by that 
Route, and all Sorts of Stock and Provisions, but every other species of 
Traffic He desires You will rigidly prevent. 
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(B 64, pp. 189-190.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO LIEUTENANT FRENCH. 
“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC, 26th Augt. 1784. 


“Sir, 

“T have communicated to His Excellency the Commander in Chief your 
Letter of the 23rd Instant containing Mr. Wilson’s Report concerning the 
Wheat, which His Excellency in every respect except the price (the most 
material) is well satisfied with. Our transporting it thro’ the Country to 
the Landing, is out of the Question, and the price they require on delivery 
there, is exorbitant, and will advance the last cost to 2 Dollars p. Bushel. 
His Excellency is therefore in Hopes that some will be procured from the 
Mohawk valley and in this province, to make that from Vermont unneces- 
sary, or at least greatly diminish the quantity. Orders will be sent this 
Post to the different parts of the Province where Wheat can be had, and 
a Report from the Mohawk River (which must arive about the same 
time.) I shall communicate to You His Excellency’s further Pleasure on 
this Subject.” 

(B 64, p. 186.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


: “MONTREAL 26th August 1784 
66 ir 

“T have been honored with your Excellency’s letter of the 23rd Instant, 
together with Major Hollands Report, the other papers alluded to I do 
not recollect to have seen. 

“J was much concerned to hear of the disputes that had happened 
between Major Holland and the Gentlemen at the Bay of Quinte, not only 
on their Accounts, but on Account of its retarding the Settlement of 
so great a Number of poor unfortunate People who must suffer great hard- 
ships and inconvenience from the delay occasioned thereby. 

“Major Holland must have been lead into an error in his report, when 
he mentioned my having Allotted the Third Township for Major Rogers 
and my Corps, and the fourth for Van Alstynes—as I could never be 
brought to do, or Recommend so unjust a division, the former consisting 
of upwards of three hundred men, and the latter with all the attached men, 
only of Eighty odd. What I recommended and thought most equitable was 
to let Major Rogers party commence and continue drawing till they got 
their complement of land, then the Second Battalion to draw in like Manner 
and lastly Van Alstynes who it was then imagined would be Obliged to go 
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beyond the fourth Township to get their Complement—by this mode the 
different parties would have been settled distinctly—had this Method have 
been followed it would have been attended with little trouble, no loss of 
time and but little inconvenience to any—Mr. De Lancey will set out in a 
few days, when I shall furnish him with Extracts from your Excellency’s 
letters relative to the settling the third and fourth Townships which I 
imagine Will be effected before his arrival. 

“T beg to enclose a letter from Mr. Duncan of Schenectady relative to 
wheat and have the honor to be &c.” 


(B 115, pp. 292-3.) 


FROM MAJOR A. CAMPBELL TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


Sir/ ST. JOHNS 27th Augt. 1784. 
ir 

Mr. Bolton is this Moment returned to this place, and informs me that 
he has Bargain’d in the State of Vermont for 270 Bushels of Wheat at 
3s. 8d the Bushel; it is to be deliver’d at East Bay near Castle Town, by 
the end of this month or at any time after when Boats may arive to re- 
ceive it; and Mr. Bolton thinks that by that time the quantity will be made 
up to 300 Bushels. 

The Season is so far advanced that I make no doubt that His Excel- 
lency will without loss of time give the necessary orders for the trans- 
port of this Grain; but hope the 29th Regimt will not be employ’d in it; 
from two Reasons which I flatter myself will prove satisfactory; first the 
necessary Dutys of the Posts leave the men no more than two nights in 
Bed; and the other from the means employ’d by the People of the States 
to induce the Soldiers to Desert, I should much dread the Consequence of 
sending them upon the Frontiers: they have already proved but too suc- 
cessful, and I herewith send an intercepted Letter as a specimen of the 
mode of seduction practis’d; besides I have great reason to suppose that 
hardly a Boat arives without some such Letter or Message. 

Mr. Bolton knows nothing of Mr. Pest’s! success. 


(B 134, pp. 347-348.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 30th August 1784 

“Dear Sir 

“TI have been honored with your letter of the 26th Instant, I am sur- 
prised at the high price that Wheat is still held up at in the Colonies, but 
I hope from the letter I lately transmitted to His Excellency it will be ob- 
tained at a much lower rate on the Mohawk River than offered at in Ver- 
mont. I wrote to Major Ross that, as the meeting at Fort Stanwix would 
in all probability be over before my letter would reach him I thought Allen 
ONT ag OEY sh a VN Sos a) 

“TI am sorry to hear of his Excellency’s Indisposition, hope he may 
be recovered ere this.” 

(B 115, p. 294.) 


1Probably Best. 
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FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


. “QUEBEC 2nd Sevtember 1784. 
ce ir 

“I have had the honor to receive and lay before His Excellency the 
Commander in Chief your Letter of the 30th Ultimo and am directed to 
acquaint you that a Mr. Bottom, employed by Capt. Sherwood, has engag- 
ed three hundred Bushels of Wheat at 3/8 to be delivered at East Bay near 
Castletown by the end of this Month, and orders will be this day dispatched 
to St. Johns to send for it—Inclosed is an extract of a Letter to the Commis- 
sary General, by which you will perceive that 2000 Bushels may be procur- 
ed in the Neighbourhood of Montreal in the course of the present Month. 
If you think it can be conveyed to the Settlements time enough to be sown 
this Fall, the General desires you will confer with St. George & Mr. Jaffry 
upon the most effectual and expeditious means of procuring it, and give 
the necessary directions for that purpose—His Excellency hopes this and 
the Quantity your Mohawk Friend may secure will be sufficient, but if the 
Season is too far gone, the Settlers must content themselves with prepar- 
ing as much ground as possible to sow in the Spring.” 


(B 64, pp.207-8.) 


FROM MAJOR ROSS TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


& “CATARAQUI, 2d Sept. 1784. 
rT) ir, 

“In your Letter of the 24 of June you specified that His Excellency 
did me the Honor to require my Judgment hereafter of the Utility of the 
Saw mills for Government. I did not intend to make bold to Offer my 
sentiments as early as this nor indeed am I properly prepared, from the 
Confused state of the Settlement, as Yet. However foreseeing from the 
Situation of the Mill already built, that it is likely to be unimployed by 
the Settlers particularly when the Other now in hand (which is much more 
advantageously placed) is finished, I thought it my duty to make inquiry 
into the advantages which Government might reap from it in Case the 
Settlers declined Supplying it with logs for their own purposes, and I 
therefore take the Liberty to enclose proposals (from a man of reputed 
responsibility) in behalf of Government. 

“Such is the Nature of the Winds in this place that they blow almost 
Constantly from the Lake the Settlers therefore have found great diffi- 
culty in transporting the Boards from the Mill, and on account of Head 
Winds may have Cost them more before they got them to their respective 
Townships than if they had bought them on the ground. Taking the 
Weather for a Constancy together with the aid of the Stream, it is easier 
to transport from hence to the Settlement Oposite Oswegatchie, even lower, 
than to the Bay of Quinty, wherefore the mill in question will answer the 
purpose of Supplying the Settlement downwards and also all Setlers about 
this place, for which I hope it will turn out to Considerable Advantage. 

“I have not been able as yet to make an exact Computation of the Ex- 
pences of Bringing logs to the Mill, therefore cannot well ascertain the 
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profit; the mill is supposed to Cut 3000 feet in 24 Hours which, (scarce 
as the money is here), may be Sold for £1-10 Shillings pr Thousand; but I 
can only guess at it— 

“In Winter it will be an easy matter to Supply the Mills with Logs 
and to lay in a quantity when the Snow falls, at present it takes two teams 
of Horses. Should the Boards sell as I expect and the Labourers and 
drivers [be] taken from the Troops, I have presumed to venture the whole 
Calculation in my own mind not to exceed 17 Shillings pr. 1000 feet, please 
to Honor me with His Excellency’s answer on this Subject— 

“P.S. Spare saws are much Wanted for the Mill.” 


(B 126, pp. 117-9.) 


A proposal was enclosed from Joseph Allen, offering to work the mill 
and keep it in repair for seven shillings per thousand feet and an allow- 
ance of artificers’ rations for four men. 


FROM MAJOR A. CAMPBELL TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


Sir/ 

By your last favour of 30th ultimo I was Honour’d with His Excel- 
lency’s Instructions respecting Mr. Peters which shall be strictly attend- 
ed to. 

Mr. Pest! return’d to this place last evening and says that upon going 
from hence into the States, he was informed, that his appearance upon 
the Mohawk River would be attended with danger to his Person; he there- 
fore sent Another man, who soon returned to acquaint him that no Wheat 
would be permitted to go from that Country, and that any proposals to 
the Inhabitants upon the subject would be attended with disagreeable 
consequences; upon this information Mr. Pest endeavour’d to procure some 
is the Vermont State where he has Bargain’d for 180 Bushels, at six shill- 
ings and three pence the Bushel, to be ready for delivery to Skenesborough 
by the 10th Instant— 

Mr. Pest adds that he could procure a greater quantity, but thought 
the price too extravagant.— 

Finding by the Copy of my letter mentioning the Report made by Mr. 
Bolton upon the above Subject, I find the price is there mention’d at three 
shillings & eight pence, which if the same in the original to you, is a mis- 
take, and ought to be 6s. 8d.—I am exceeding sorry for this errour but hope 
it is not too late to prevent any bad consequences that might arise from it. 
St. JOHNS 8rd Sept. 1784. 


(B 134, pp. 349-350.) 
1Best. 
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FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 7th Septr. 1784 

“Dear Sir 
“T have the honor of your letter of the second Instant relative to seed 
Wheat, and from every Information I can collect, the Quantity that can be 
procured here, with what Mr. Bottom has purchased, will very near answer 
every demand that may be made, as a great part of the Land will only admit 
of Summer Wheat, which may be procured by Mr. Denny at the Cedars, 
where, I am informed, it is freer from thistle and other seeds prejudicial 
to lands than in any other part of the Country............. ees eee eeeee 


(B 115, p. 295.) 


FROM MAJOR JESSUP TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


: “MONTREAL September 8th 1784. 
66 ir 

“T am now on my way from the new Settlements to Sorel and should 
have given you a Return of the Situation of those settlements Long ago as 
[I] knew His Excellency wished for every Intell’ce relating to them—But 
soon after my return to Oswagatia from Catraque where I went to see 
the Lands Drawn for and such of the people under my Directions that ware 
at that place settled I was taken so very II] as to Disable me from doing 
any Business for a Long time and as Captain Sherwood had wrote more 
fully than I could at that time I omited it—But have now the Pleasure to 
Inform you that the Settlement goes on Much Better than I Expected they 
would Considering the Lateness of the season when they ware begun and 
the Check they met with by the Reduction of provisions and Though it was 
then with much Difficulty that many Could be prevailed on not to Leave 
their Lands The Addition of the peas and Butter Which His Excellency 
has been pleased to add to the two thirds Ration seems to have made a 
great Change and the people seem to act with Resolution and spirit in 
geting forward in their work and the Cheerfulness of their Countenances 
Testify the Gladness and Gratefulness of their hearts but I fear if this 
Allowance of provisions should not be Continued Longer than was first 
mentioned that they may be much Distressed. 
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(B 162, p. 359.) 
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FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 
“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 9th Sept. 84. 


“Sir 

“T have had the Honor to receive and lay before His Excellency the 
Commander in Chief your Letter of the 7th Instant, and I am directed to 
acquaint you that Mr. Best has procured 180 Bushels of Wheat in Vermont, 


in addition to the 300 that Mr. Bottom has before got. His Excellency is 
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pleased to find that this Quantity with what can be collected in the Province, 
will answer the immediate wants of the Settlers. He wishes to know if 
you have desired Mr. St. George Dupré to take the necessary measures to 
procure the Wheat in the Neighbourhood of Montreal that no time may be 
lost in distributing it amongst the Settlers. 

“The General desires I would inform you that an Express arrived 
from Halifax yesterday with Dispatches for him which arrived at that 
place on the 7th of August in the Cartwright packet, and are dated up to 
the 10th of June. They bring Orders to send Loyalists who desire to settle 
in the Island of Cape Breton, Mr. Cuyler! having succeeded in his Applica- 
tion for a Tract of Land for Himself and Associates in that Island. I 
inclose by the General’s Order their Memorial wherein you will see a very 
considerable number of Families?, far more perhaps than can ever be 
collected by the Persons who have undertaken it. His Excellency requests 
you will have it communicated to all persons in your neighbourhood who 
wish to go, that means will be fallen upon to convey them as soon as pos- 
sible, and it will be necessary to forward the same to Mr. De Lancey as 
many of the persons who declared for that place, are moved upwards, and 
will scarce think of returning this Fall. 

“The General begs that you will direct the principals of the Memorial 
to give you Lists of the Families they intend to establish in the Island 
of Cape Breton.” 


(B 64, pp. 233-4.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 10th Septr. 1784. 

“Sir 
“T have been honored with your letter of the 9th Instant, and have to 
acquaint you that Mr. St. George du Pré was immediately applied to relative 
to the Wheat in Consequence of your letter of the 2d Instant, he now says 
that orders have been sent to the Captains of Militia to endeavour to pro- 
cure as Much as the time will permit but is Apprehensive that but a small 
proportion of the Quantity required can be obtained in time.............. 
“T have taken the necessary steps to prepare the Intended Emigrants 
for the Island of Cape Breton, and to obtain the Returns required Agree- 
Pe eanier lia dt CEE OIA CSTE os pileicdc ea Sb bode eb asias neces eneee cus 


(B 115, p. 297.) 


1Abraham C. Cuyler, for many years mayor of Albany, afterwards colonel com- 
manding a regiment of loyalists and lately inspector of loyalists in the province of Quebec. 
He eventually remained at Montreal and lies buried in the little loyalist graveyard on the 
river Richelieu, near Ste. Thérése. 

2The undated list of families wishing to remove to Cape Breton shows a total of 
630, computed to number 3,150 persons. 
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FROM MAJOR ROSS TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


: “CATARAQUI 10th Sepr. 1784. 
66 ir, 

“I have the Honor to receive your Excellency’s Letter of the 23rd 
August and implicitly observed the Orders therein Contained. 

“I am greatly Concerned that your Excellency shou’d have had so 
much trouble on this Occasion, particularly from the Vicinity of the Post 
which I have the Honor to Command, well knowing your Excellency’s dis- 
like to all sorts of Disputes, I have from that Circumstance as well as from 
my own inclination, been ever Studious to avoid awakening your Excellen- 
cy’s displeasure, and altho’ I believe it is allowed to be more difficult to 
avoid Trouble in establishing new posts, especially when there were so many 
Officers often destitute of the Comforts of life and lying cold in Canvas, 
yet Iam happy to have the happiness to think, that I hope I have managed 
matters without prejudice to the Service, and without any material Com- 
plaint— 

“T am exceedingly sorry that Major Holland has not only been insul- 
ted, but Obstructed in carrying on the Service, when Mr. De Lancey ar- 
rives 1 shall give him every assistance in my power; I wish I had been 
present at the arrangements made by Sir John Johnson, and that I could 
have been any ways instrumental in averting what has happened but the 
affair had its disagreeable Consequences hefore I even knew anything of 
that arrangement nor have I at this moment ever seen the instructions he 
left behind him. 

“According to your Excellency’s directions every thing regarding the 
Settlers shall be, and indeed has been, transacted under the Sanction of 
the Civil power, no disputes of Consequence have as yet Happened, when 
they do I presume they will be managed with General Satisfaction and the 
moderation which a new Settlement requires; some daring plunderers in- 
fest this place, the Gardens and all the little agriculture which was made 
at Your Excellency’s recommendation in the Spring are totally destroyed 
Shingles, boards and other materials are frequently stolen, without the 
smallest discovery of the Guilty persons. The Settlers have not as yet 
been Compleated with Hoes, Seed Wheat they are told to expect; I hope 
before the Winter sets in; if Mr. Collins is well supported in surveying, 
that each person will know his Lot, but it is more distant than I once 
imagined altho’ I hope it will yet happen in good time.” 


(B 126, pp. 121-3.) 


FROM JOHN COLLINS TO GENERAL HALDIMAND., 


“CATARAQUE the 10th Day Sepr 84 

“Sir 
“The sudden Departure of the Batteaux by which I write this leaves 
me only time to report to your Excellency that I am this moment return’d 
from the Bay of Quinty whare I have completely settled all matters respect- 
ing Land affairs with Sir John Johnson’s and Major Roger’s Cores and 
Major Vanalstine’s party to the General Sattisfaction of all partys—the 
plan formerly promised your Excellency shall go by the first conveyance.” 


(B 165, p. 254.) 
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FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO CAPTAIN BARNES. 


“QUEBEC 18th September 1784. 
“Dr Sir 
_ “Since my last to you signifying His Excellency the Commander in 
Chief’s pleasure respecting your making a Tour to Inspect into the Issues 
of Provisions to Loyalists and to muster them in their several Quarters 
and Settlements, fresh matter has occurred to evince the indispensable 
necessity of this measure—I hinted to you that you would find Montreal 
and neighbourhood a large Field for abuse—A Letter to me from Mr. De- 
couagne, Commissary for Loyalists there, induced me to enquire particu- 
larly of Captain Maurer into the particulars of it, and He informs me 
that upon minute inquiry of Mr. Decouagne, He finds that orders have 
been Issued by Sir John Johnson and Mr. De Lancey in the most indis- 
criminate, irregular & profuse manner. That each Captain of the dis- 
banded Corps have drawn for four Servants and the Subalterns for two.— 
if these Servants are not entitled as Loyalists to Provisions, the abuse is 
shameful, particularly as their being victualled in that case, has been 
repeatedly prohibited—It also appeared that Sir John ordered Decouagne 
to serve out all Arrears of Provisions (against which I need not tell you 
a standing order has always been in force.) And to make up the quantity 
short drawn between the Period that the Ration was reduced, by an order 
from the Lords of the Treasury, & that on which His Excellency took it 
upon Himself to augment it—You will also find that Provisions are drawn 
for Persons settled upon the American side of the Line tho’ His Excel- 
lency has from the beginning refused them to those who have settled 
even within our Limits upon private Seigneuries, thinking it his Duty 
to reserve that Indulgence for, and to make His Majesty’s Bounty more 
complete to the Loyalists who settle upon Crown Lands. 

“It is necessary to acquaint you that when the Loyalists moved to 
their settlements some of them, charged with numerous & sickly Families 
made application to be permitted to remain in Quarters untill their Habi- 
tation upon the new Settlement should be prepared to receive them—others 
too infirm to clear Land or even to remove, prayed the same Indulgence, 
& others who had Sown & planted little Spots, upon the uncertainty of 
moving, requested permission to remain so long as to reap the Produce— 
His Excellency considering these Requests reasonable complied with them 
but at the same time signified that the former should join their Connec- 
tions upon their Settlements in the month of August, and the Latter im- 
mediately after the purpose of their staying behind should be answered— 
In order to arm you with Every Authority that can aid you in executing 
this Business to the intended Purpose, His Excellency here sends you a 
Letter of Instructions signed by Himself, which you shall produce as you 
think, or find necessary—this scrawl of mine is only intended for your pri- 
vate Eye—It will also occur to you that although Maurer’s statements 
are very handsomely Independent, it may be necessary to avoid as much 
as possible giving Him as an Author of this Information—some manage- 
ment is also due to poor Decouagne whose circumstances are, I fear mis- 
erably. circumscribed.” 


(B 65, pp. 49-51.) 
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FROM CAPTAIN SHERWOOD TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


5 “NEW OSWAGACHA 18th Sepr. 1784. 
fi ir 

“I yesterday received your letter of the 5th of Augt. and Communi- 
cated that part of it, respecting the Augmentation of the rations by the 
addition of peas, to a Large number of the people who happened to be 
together to put up some Log-houses, and they were well satisfy’d, and 
Exceeding thankful for what His Excellency has been pleas’d to do for 
them—I was much pleas’d to see them so deeply impress’d with a Sence 
of His Excellency’s Paternal Goodness to the Loyalists. 

“I intend to Come down as soon as I have finish’d laying the second 
& third Concessions for the people and get them all on their lots, which 
is nearly accomplished and I hope to obtain permission from His Excel- 
lency to purchase this fall for this settlement a sufficient Quantity of seed 
potatoes and Indian Corn for the very small portion alloted to us last 
summer not only Came too late, but was Entirely Rotten, I should there- 
fore be glad to take on myself the Charge of what can be allow’d these 
three Townships for next season—My requisition for Tools &c, which you 
apprehend is on too Large a scale was Calculated for the whole of Jes- 
sups Core & all depending on it both here and at Cataraquie We have 
not yet received any kind of Blacksmiths or Carpenters tools, not even 
whip saws for making Boards; for the want of which our Lodgings here 
are likely to be very uncomfortable the ensuing winter Except we could 
yet have some saws and files in time to cut a few Boards for Each family— 
And a sett of Smiths Tools to repair the axes which are Generally failing— 

“T hope the people may likewise Get some small Assistance for this 
winter in Cloathing and Blankets for Beding, otherways they will be very 
Miserable for I assure you the poor familys are almost naked in general, 
and I have ventur’d to give them some small Encouragement that they 
would have those things allow’d them and a few Glass and nails for their 


Houses.” 
(B 162, pp. 367-8.) 


FROM SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 20th Septr. 1784 
“Sir, 
“Agreeable to the Commander in Chief’s desire signified to me in 
your letter of the 9th Instant I herewith transmit a Return of the Loyalists 
in this Neighbourhood under the direction of Messrs. Campbell and Robert- 
son, who intend settling on the Island of Cape Breton, I believe there 
are few others, if any in this Quarter that will go, at least this year, tho 
they talk of great Numbers that will go in Spring—You will observe that 
there are thirty or more that do not properly come under the Denomination 
of Loyalists}. 
1A list of loyalist families ‘‘who wish to emigrate to the Island of Cape Breton this 
fall,” dated at Quebec on September 11, shows that they numbered twenty, containing 


seventy-four persons. It is signed by John Jones, late a captain in the Loyal Rangers, 
who eventually settled near Mississquoi bay. 
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“TI also inclose herewith two letters respecting the Situation of the 
Disbanded British and German Troops Settled on the Peninsula which forms 
the Bay of Quinte, I am almost certain that if their wants are not attended 
to, the Settlements will be for the greatest part broke up, the People al- 
ready labouring under the greatest difficulties to maintain their families 
from the scanty Allowance of Provisions and Want of Cloathing—Arms 
and Ammunition are much Wanted, Summer Wheat should also be pro- 
cured and sent up at least to Coteau du Lac this fall, for such as cannot 
be supplied with Winter wheat, or whose ground may suit that best. I 
hope to receive and send by next Post the Returns and Accounts &c. 

“Indian Corn would be a very necessary Article for the Settlements 
next Spring, which may be got at Niagara should His Excellency incline 
to order it.” 

P.S. “I have inclosed a memorial from Capt. McDonell of my late 
Regiment which I beg you will present, as I conceive him to be Injured.” 


(B 115, pp. 300-301) 


FROM LIEUT. ARCHIBALD MACDONELL! TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 


“MONTREAL 20th September 1784. 
ac 1 

i “The British disbanded Troops settled on the West side of the Bay 
of Kenty, will in cold weather be reduced to the greatest distress, for 
want of Cloathing; some of them have not even a Blanket to cover them 
from heavy rains & pinching frost, or to hold out the damp of the ground 
they lie upon—Another object of great Consequence to them, is the Want 
of a Blacksmith to make & repair their Axes, hoes, & agricultural Imple- 
ments. They are at a great distance from any immediate relief, some 
of them at thirty Miles distance by land, exclusive of three Miles by Water. 
“Ag I am settled among them & that you were pleased to direct me 
to hear their representations, I have taken the liberty to lay them before 
you, conscious your known humanity will induce you to represent their 

situation to the Commander in Chief.” 


(B 162, p. 370.) 


FROM NATHANIEL DAY? TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 20th September 84 

“T have the Honor of His Excellency’s Commands in your Letter of 

the 16th Inst. and agreeable to which I have dispatched a carefull man 

(Joseph Johnson issuer in the Magazine here) whom I have given £200 

to pay the amount of the 480 bushels (or upwards) of Winter Wheat with 

a Letter to Major Campbell on the subject, directing the Bearer to put 

himself under the Major’s Orders, agreeable to the directions for that 
purpose given me in your Letter. 

j ine’s Royal Regiment of New York, formerly a merch- 

ant AG ayaa lees ce or the lad Loria colon of militia and lieutenant of the 


county of Prince Edward. 
2Paymaster General. 
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“In the mean time I have no doubt that a sufficient number of Bags 
are already provided otherways a dry Deck’d Vessel will be necessary to 
place the wheat safe from damage in bulk. 

“T have given the man directions to take all the oil Cloths in that 
Quarter for its protection and for his care and trouble in the due per- 
formance of the Business I have promised him a Dollar per Day during 
the.continuance..of this -service@tic..2.. Sx.cnuel eee ce ae eee 


aca cana ean beacon apes (B 191, p. 268.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO MAJOR ROSS. 
“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 27th Sepr. 1784. 
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“His Excellency has directed me to acquaint you that he is well 
persuaded nothing will be wanting on your part to Accomodate with Mr. 
De Lancey the difficulties & misunderstandings arising amongst the set- 
tlers from the variety of Characters which Composed them, but chiefly 
from a want of Principle and conduct in those who are esteemed the better 
part of them, and whose Example & Influence ought to reconcile the Ig- 
norant to the Hardships which in their present State Must unavoidably 
be Experienced. 

“The Complement of Hoes will be compleated immediately & seed 
Wheat sent up as soon as it can be done, it is now on the Way fromVer- 
mont And some articles of Cloathing will also be sent up for the relief 
of the Settlers on the West side of the Bay of Quinte, who are represented 
to be in' great Distress on that Account, inclosed is a Return of Cloathing 
in Store at Carleton Island. His Excy. desires you will send for it and 
apply it to the immediate relief of the settlers from the British & German 
Troops upon the Peninsula.” 


(B 64, pp. 287-290.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 
“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC, 27 Sepr. 1784. 


“By a Letter Received the last Post from Major Ross it appears that 
the Complement of Hoes, has not yet been received for Cataraqui, & that 
the Settlers are impatient for the Seed Wheat. Your Letter of the 20th 
Instant also expresses the Distress in which the Disbanded Troops set- 
tled on the Peninsula which forms the Bay of Quinte Must experience, if 
not relieved with some Cloathing &c. and the same complaint is made by 
Capt. Sherwood in behalf of the Loyal Rangers settled at Oswegatchie 
but more particularly for the Want of Tools. He says they have not 
yet Received any kind of Blacksmiths or Carpenters Tools, nor Whip Saws 
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for Making Boards, without which their Houses must rernain uncovered. 
As it is His Excellency’s earnest wish to make these poor People as com- 
fortable in their present Situation as He can venture with propriety to do, 
He requests you will take the Trouble with Captain Maurer, particularly 
to Examine the Quantities of Implements, Cloathing, &c. that have been 
forwarded to the different Settlements, and that You will make such fur- 
ther Addition of Supplies as You shall find they are really in Want of. 
Orders will be sent to Captain Maurer to forward them without Loss of 
time, & the articles for Cataraqui & its vicinity will be forwarded to the 
care of Major Ross. Inclosed is a Return of some Articles of Cloathing 
at Carleton Island, which may give present relief to the settlers on the 
Peninsula. I send it to you that your provision for that Quarter may 
diminish in proportion, but an Order for the Delivery will be forwarded 
by this Post. 

“In respect to Arms His Excellency desires You will for the sake of 
Dispatch, send as many to the different Settlements as You shall Judge 
necessary, allowing for the Number they may already have in their pos- 
session, and Your order upon the Ordnance Store at Montreal for a neces- 
sary proportion of Ammunition will be duly honored There are a number 
of Indian Arms in Store here, from which the Quantity you will Issue 
upon the Occasion can be replaced.” 


(B 64, pp. 291-3.1 


FROM NATHANIEL DAY TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“MONTREAL 27th September 1784 
“ ir 

“T have the Honor of His Excellency’s Answer in your Letter of the 
23d Instant and beg leave to acquaint you that 170 Bushels of the Fall 
Wheat purchased in the District, is arrived here, and am in daily expec- 
tation of the remainder, of which I have advised Sir John Johnson for 
his Commands thereon, which I have not yet received. ................ 


(B 191, p. 270.) 


UNSIGNED SUE e SEA ae A OF EDWARD 
Er; 


“Reference may be had to the Returns of those who belonged to my 
late Corps as taken last September (1784) when I left the Settlement. 
| | | Children ] 


Men | Women | Male | Female |Servants| Total 
| Above 10 yrs. | 


| 

| 
Those Settled | 
Near Cataraqque | 138 


71 52 | 64 | 60 38 3 426, 
Near Oswegacha 223 | 101 Ty Wd ale 70 11 597 
Total eet) eles | lis Je ase | oe | ae da 


Amongst the 597 persons near Oswagacha there were only 6 horses, 
8 oxen & 18 Cows.” 
(B 162, p. 386.) 
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FROM EDWARD JESSUP TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 
“QUEBEC October 5th 1784 


“Sir 

“As Iron is a necessary, expensive and heavy Article to transport and 
as we are told there is an Iron Oar bed! and a good place to build Iron 
works Between the Settlements of Oswatia and Catraque I beg Leave 
to suggest to His Excellency that the seting apart of those Lands (which 
are Generally bad) for Cuting Coalwood and Erecting Iron works thereon 
would be of Infinite service to the new settlements—But if it should not 
be thought an Object worth the Attention of Goverment and the oar 
and wood Lands &c. Can be Granted to a private person, I would under- 
take those works or to find Persons that will.” 


(B 162, p. 376.) 


FROM MAJOR JESSUP TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


s “QUEBEC October 5th, 1784. 
66 ir 4 
“Please to Acquaint His Excellency the Governor that the new Set- 
tlements of those formerly belonging and attached to the Loyal Rangers 
are much in want of Saw mills and will next summer be in great want 
of Corn Mills—The most Convenient places for Building Mills near Os- 
wegatia are the Gallowes? on the sixth senory & a small River or Brook? 
in the Eight senory.— 

“There is also a good place in the second senory near Catraque (where 
part of that Corps are setled) on a small river* which I think was Marked 
on the Map for that purpose. 

“That in behalf of those settlements I Beg his Excellency will take 
the same into His Consideration and give such directions as he may think 
Most Consistent with the Intentions of Goverment and the good of the 
settlements.” 

(B 162, p. 377.) 


THE PETITION OF PETER VAN ALSTINE. 


To His Excellency Frederick Haldimand Governor and Commander in 
chief—in and over the province of Quebec and Frontiers thereof, &c., &c., 
&e. 

The Memorial of Peter Van Alstine Esqr. in behalf of himself and 
Associates settled at the fourth Township Bay of Quintey—Most humbly 
Sheweth— 

That your Memorialist and Associates having after long and Tedious 
waiting got on their Land the season being too far spent to sowe much 
Winter Grain if seed could be procured—Must intreat your Excellency 
Goodness to order each unfortunate settler four Bushel of Summer wheat 

1In the township of Lansdowne. 

2Galops. 


8Gananoqul. 
4Napanee. 
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so as to enable them to raise some part of their Bread for another Season. 
Should your Excellency aprove of this requisition, that then the wheat 
may be sent up this Fall & lodged in some person’s, Hands so as they may 
be served with it early in the spring— 
And as in Duty Bound your Memorialists will ever pray 
PETER VAN ALSTINE 
BAY QUINTEY October 6th 1784. 


(B 217, p. 485.) 


FROM MAJOR ROSS TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


e “CATARAQUI 10th Octr. 1784. 
sé ir 

“Mr. Collins leaves this place this day for Quebec, his personal ex- 
ertions for to promote the Service on which he was Employed has given 
Universal Satisfaction, I wish he had been better Supported, as some of 
the People are not yet upon their Lands. To his, Mr. De Lancey’s and 
Captain Barns’s reports I humbly beg leave to refer your Excellency for 
the situation of this Settlement.” 


(B 126, p. 149.) 


FROM MAJOR ROSS TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 


“CATARAQUI the 12th Of Octr. 1784 

“Sir 
“T have the honor to Inform you that there arrived this day, by way 
of Oswego, one hundred skipple of seed wheat, and another hundred is 
hourly expected, I am much at a loss to know Whither I have a right to 
purchase some of it for those that Cannot, I wish I had some Instructions 
in consequence, but it is now too late. I shall on consideration act for the 


best.” 
(B 126, p. 152.) 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO MAJOR ROSS. 
“HEAD QUARTERS QUEBEC 15th Octr. 1784. 


“Sir 

“Captain McDonell!, late of Sir John Johnson’s 2d Battalion having, 
in the most ample Terms expressed His concern for his late conduct at 
Carleton Island and apologised to Major Holland for the Insult which he 
offered to Him in the execution of His Duty, I have been induced at the 
earnest Request of the Major in his behalf to restore him to his former 
Situation, in hopes that his future Conduct in the settlement will efface 
the remembrance of the past, & prove Him worthy of the Lenity now 
shewn to Him. You will please therefore to put Him in the full possession 
of His Lot of Land at Cataraqui.” 


(B 64, p. 340.) 
1Probably Captain James McDonell. 
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FROM STEPHEN DH LANCEY TO GENERAL HALDIMAND. 


“LACHINE Octr. 16th 1784. 

“Since my Letters to your Excellency of the 26th of September & 
2d Inst. I have made the strictest inquiry respecting the situation of the 
Loyalists and I find there is a number whose lands were first laid out that 
have Sufficient Hutts to keep them warm during the winter, others whose 
lands Could not be Surveyed so Early may by being very industrious build 
sufficient to protect them from the severity of the weather, but there still 
is a large number whose lands have been but very lately Surveyed that 
cannot possably build before the Winter Setts in, Such as these, if your 
Excellency thinks proper to allow it might be kept very Comfortably 
during the Winter in the Empty Barracks at the different Garrisons. I 
also find that there is not nigh a Sufficient Provision at Cataraque for the 
Settlers in that Vicinity and Bay Quinte and from what I can learn Un- 
less some other means are immediately taken to Expedite the transporting 
of it to those places there will not be by any means a Sufficiancy to sup- 
port them during the time that navigation is shutt up. 

“Great numbers of the Loyalists are much distress’d for want of 
Cloathing which I begg your Excellency will be pleas’d to allow me to 
order for them.” 

(B 162, p. 379.) 


FROM CAPTAIN SHERWOOD TO MAJOR HOLLAND. 


“NEW OSWAGACHA 17th Octbr. 1784 
“Dear Major 

“TI have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 15th ulto. and 
have given directions that Shults goes immediately on to his Land. I have 
not yet got all the people on their Land, owing to the great numbers Con- 
stantly Coming in—you will see by my letter of the 19th of Sepr. that 
I have been too much imploy’d for the publick to do much for myself, 
Consequently dont Expect to get Settled in Town or Country till another 
year—our people have made a very rapid progress in Settlement but they 
are now much disheartened at not having received any seed wheat altho’ 
they have sufficient Ground Clear’d I dont know what we shall do for 
bread another year but hope Gov’t will lengthen our provision— 

“The Savages begin to steal & kill our Cattle & to threaten our 
women & children, pray represent this to the Commander in Chief, men- 
tioning at the same time that it is owing to the rum they get at Oswagacha 
for which they give all their provisions and then are induc’d by hunger 
to steal from us.” 

(B 162, p. 381.) 
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FROM MAJOR HOLLAND TO MAJOR MATHEWS. 

“My Dear Sir 

“By the inclos’d from Capt. Sherwood you will perceive how matters 
stand at New Oswegatty. I have spoke with Major Jessop about the 
matter, we find none which could be intrusted with Licences but Mr. 
Ephraim Jones at New Oswegatty in No. 7 & one Mr. William Snider in 
No 6 near the Galarge! the first mentioned I am acquainted with & several 
of his Brothers, his Father was a great forestander in Loyalty, & judge 
in Messathusts? province, the later the Major gives a good Character.” 


(B 162, p. 383.) 


FROM MAJOR MATHEWS TO THE REVEREND JOHN STUART. 


QUEBEC 8th November 1784 
Sir/ 

I take this opportunity to acknowledge the Receipt of your last favor, 
and to Acquaint you that as the subject of the New Settlements in this 
Province cannot fail of being taken into consideration upon the Return 
of His Excellency General Haldimand to England, you need not be Appre- 
hensive that he will fail in doing every Thing in his Power to fulfil your 
Expectations at Cataraqui, or that his influence will diminish on his De- 
parture from this Province, not having by any means, resigned the Gov- 
ernment of it and now going on a Leave of Absence which he had long 
since requested, but which the situation of Public Affairs could not before 
permit. 


bo ns OP ae Dy COC Cent aCe eer tor icy CUNO Sint iC amt Jig sk Jam tC) ui it Se Ra a ae ST el J J Jee JO Na Tage Dal a AIG et Daa AE te 


(B 61, pp. 171-72.) 


1Galops. 
2Massachusetts. 
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Return of Disbanded Troops & Loyalists, settled upon the King’s Lands in 
the Province of Quebec in the year 1784. 


5 re a 
m Children 
5 y oO & 
Situations = = Males Females 5 a 

On the Seigneurie of Sorel O5 200 PAB IVe2S a esi oe Bb 6 B16 
7» No. 1 Royal Township 145 89 78 438 66 39 — 456 
No. 2 Do. 215 87°. STORBAM OTT Sone be 
S No. 3 Do. 50 ey a oO i See 1G 
2 No. 4. Do. 93° 93°" 29.09) 195) FA ae Boe 
2 No. 5 Do. 75°38 23 210 9162 165 Sap ey 
No. 6 Do. 68 29°. 912: Gets: 1b ae ee 
3 No. 7 Do. 82 42 20 26 17 29 12 228 
4 No. 8 Do. 51 27. 289 1d: ge) 80) Ss aie 
& At Point Mullie 86.18) Ay 7 a ee 
~) At La Chine 5846 21 21 927 6: ves eeu 
8 No. 1 Cataraqui 93. 42. 27 16°98 <9 (Br 220 
No.2 Do. 147 68 45 48 64 41 8 416 
& No.3 Do. 296 85 41 34 57 45 22 580 
‘-?No.4 Do. 91 44 29 22 88 18 8 240 
@No.5 Do. 20) AN! 86) nee 
§ In and about Montreal 152 182 84 62 81 66 40 617 
& Ditto Chambly 131 14nd 6 in OR le GR eee 
=, Ditto St. John’s 17 79 81 39 56 40 8 875 
< At the Bay of Chaleurs about 450 


1866 947 673 445 646 471 180 6628 
(B 168, p. 100.) 


FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO BRIGADIER GENERAL ST. LEGER 
No. 17 


e QUEBEC 14th November, 1784. 
ir 

Having employed every means in my power to fulfill His Majesty’s 
gracious Intentions for the Relief of His Loyal subjects and disbanded 
Troops who have taken refuge in this Province, by establishing them on 
Settlements and granting to them the Royal Bounty of provisions, cloth- 
ing and variety of Tools and utensils which have been allowed, nothing 
further remains to be done for them in the military line, and as inhabi- 
tants of the province they come under the Immediate protection of the 
civil power, except in such cases where further occasional reliefs may be- 
come necessary; such as Temporary supplies of provision, or clothing & 
extraordinary objects, for which requisitions from the Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor in writing will be made to you, such articles of clothing as may 
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be wanted on these occasions are to be drawn from the Quarter Master 
General’s store (beginning with the slops which were provided for the 
Marine Department) but no purchases are to be made on this account. 

I think it necessary to inclose to you copy of a Letter from the sec- 
retary of the Treasury specifying the allowance of provision allotted to 
the Loyalists by the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury and also copies 
of a Letter from Sir John Johnson and Memorial of the Loyalists settled 
at Cataraqui and a Copy of my Letter to their Lordships in consequence 
thereof, by the latter you will perceive how far I have taken upon me to 
administer to their immediate wants by augmenting their ration and to 
prevent as much as possible abuses in the distribution of provisions I 
directed Captain Barnes of the Quarter Master General’s department to 
make a Tour of all the Quarters and Settlements of Loyalists in the Pro- 
vince, an exact muster of them for the purpose of establishing the issues 
of provisions to be made in future. He is now employed on that service, 
and will lay before you his proceedings for your Information. I here in- 
close a copy of my Instruction to him. 


(B 221, pp. 28-30.) 


INDEX 


Abaco Island, 37. 

Adams, Mr., 88, 120. 

Adzes wanted, 123. 

Albany, N.Y., 6, 60, 65, 73, 90, 109, 
163. 

Allen, Mr. (Ebenezr?), 122, 159. 

Allen, Joseph, 161. 

Anonymous report on the country 
near the St. Lawrence, 19-21. 

Archives of Canada, vii, 18. 

Archives of Ontario, 40, 150. 

Arlington, Vt., 114, 156. 

Arms and ammunition, supply of, 
41, 98, 108, 110, 169. 

Artificers, 1. 

Associated Loyalists, petitions from, 
39, 40, 41, 93; mentioned, 6, 37, 
38, 54, 63, 66, 72, 73, 76, 78, 90. 

Augers wanted, 41. 

Augusta Township, 5. 

Axes, supply of, 41, 100, 108, 112, 
138, 189, 142. 

A.Z. Draft of a petition, alleged to be 
written by Lt. Col. Peters, 93. 


Bahamas, 37. 

Baird, Major, 115. 

Baril Point, 21. 

Barnes, Captain John, Deputy Quar- 
termaster General, letters to 
Major Mathews, 46, 78, 85, 90; 
letter to General Haldimand, 
111; mentioned, 11, 67, 76, 90, 
115, 126, 171, 175. 

Barr: .Dr., 38. 

Barrier on Ottawa River, 14, 15. 

Bateaux, employment of, 11, 82, 86, 
Ooe1027 107. 120, 121, 122, 124, 
126, 128, 139, 164. 

Bayard, Colonel, 40. 

Bay of Chaleurs, vi, 56, 57, 83, 84, 
88, 89, 91, 92, 97, 98, 102, 106, 
108, 118, 127, 174. 

Bay of Quinté, vi, 12, 18, 14, 16, 26, 
27, 28, 29, 30, 58, 80, 81, 1380, 
aoe 140, 160, 164, 168, 170, 171, 

72. 
Bedding, supply of, 132, 163. 


Beef, supply of, 63, 66, 123, 131; 
price of, 66, 67. 

Beet seed, supply of, 147. 

Bennington, Vt., 65, 72. 

Bergen County, N.J., 40. 

Berthier, 79. 

Best, Ensign Conrad, 54, 142, 149, 
159, 161, 162. 

Best, Lieut., 60. 

Bettus, (Bettis), Ensign, 82. 

See ce of loyalists, 77, 


Blacksmith wanted, 41, 167. 

Blacksmith’s tools wanted, 41, 143. 

Blankets, supply of, 11, 132, 138, 
153, 166 


Bliss, Mr., 95. , 

Boards, manufacture of, 127, 160, 
161. 

Bolton, (Bottum?), Mr., 160, 161, 

Books containing oaths and declara- 
tions to be subscribed by settler, 
99, 103, 111. 

Bottum, Ensign Elijah, instructions 
to, 149; mentioned, 12, 13, 25, 
27, 28, 66, 142, 159, 161, 162. 

Bowers, Mr., seigniory purchased by, 
88 


Brant, Captain Joseph, accompanies 
Major Holland to Montreal and 
falls ill, 2; explores the woods at 
Cataraqui, 3; applies for lands 
at Grand River, 382; desires 
compensation for losses of the 
Mohawks, 33; has a house built 
for him at Cataraqui, 51; men- 
tioned, 58, 62, 81, 88, 144. 

Brant, Molly, 51. 

Brass, Mr. David, a mill-wright, 125, 
127; 

Broad axes, supply of, 41, 128, 129. 

Bruley, (Brulé?), 18. 

Brush (Bush) Hooks or Scythes, 
supply of, 142, 143, 154. 

Buck, Mrs., a widow, 71, 116. 

Buckley, Matthew, 39. 

Bulls, purchase of, 128, 129. 

Burgoyne, General John, 52, 54, 73, 
96. 
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Butler, Lieut. Colonel John, 31, 82, 
30;/50) ben .o4, 244, 

Butler’s Rangers, 35, 36, 103, 111. 

Butter, supply of, 141, 162. 


Cabbage seed, supply of, 55, 105. 

Cesar, ship. 

Caldwell, Colonel Henry, v, vi. 

Caldwell’s Manor, vi. 

Campbell, Lieut. Colonel John, 59, 
62, 74, 79, 81, 88, 95. 

Campbell, Major A., letters to Major 
Mathews, 159, 161; mentioned, 
65,711, JAZ, e4ao Gis 

Campbell, Mr., 166. 

Campement des Pins, 129. 
Canadians, employment of as pilots 
for bateaux, 102, 107, 113. 

Canals at Cedars, 126, 152. 7 
Cape Breton Island, 238, 96, 118, 163, 
166 


Captains of militia, 1638. 

Carleton, Sir Guy, letters to Haldi- 
mand, 387; letter from Haldi- 
mand, 38; mentioned, iii, iv, 39, 
67, 73. 

Carleton Island, 1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 26, 35, 
86, 110,121, 122, 125, 138, 189, 
169, 174. 

Carillon, 14, 17, 18. 


Carpenter’s tools wanted, 41, 143, 


155, 168. 
Carrot seed, supply of, 55, 105. 
Carrying places on the Ottawa, 18. 
Carrying place from the Ottawa to 
the Rideau, 15. 
Carrying places on the Rideau, 16. 
Carrying place from the Rideau to 
the Gananoqui, 17. 


Carrying places on the Gananoqui, | 
1 


Cartwright, packet, 163. 

Cass, Josiah, schoolmaster, 52, 57, 
59, 95; letter to Captain Sher- 
wood, 52. 

Castle Town, Vt., 159, 160. 


Catargui, tv, 1, 2, 3, %4, -Gis'f,a9, 10, 7 


11, 18, 14, 17, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 
26, 27, 28, 29, 35, 40, 41, 42, 44, 
50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 56, 57, 64, 66, 
68, 69, 70, 71, 76, 78, 85, 89, 93, 
96, 97, 98, 101, 103, 104, 105, 
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108, 109, 110, 111, 114, 122, 124, 
125,129, 130; 131, 132; 133; £34, 
135, 136, 137, 140, 142, 148, 144, 
145, 146, 147, 158, 154, 155, 156, 
157, 160, 162, 164, 165, 166, 168, 
169, 170, 171, 172, 1738, 174, 

Cataraqui Falls, 3. 

Cataraqui River, 22, 27. 

Cattle, supply of, 105, 114, 125, 127, 
128,130, 183,21 5370169, a (2 
price of, 60, 67. 

Cedars, 79, 129, 152, 162. 

Celery seed, supply of, 105. 

Chaleurs Bay, vi, 56, 57, 84, 88, 89, 
91, 92, 93, 96, 98, 102, 106, 108, 
127, 174. 

Chambly, 34, 133, 174. 

Champlain Lake, 34, 55, 66, 67, 70, 
Ge 130, 189, 142, 143, 159, 160, 

fp 

Chandler, Mr. K., 126. 

Charlotte County, N.Y., 52, 65. 

Charter of municipal incorporation 
requested, 41. 

Chateauguay, 64. 

Chaudiére Falls, (Shondear), 18, 19. 

Chimney Island, 140. 

Chimney Point, 66. 

Chin Coughs, 84. 

Chisels wanted, 41. 

Church, Lieut. Oliver, 131. 

Claus, Colonel Daniel, 59, 75, 80, 81. 

Claw, John, 39. 

Clinton, George, governor of New 
York State, 134. 

Closson, Sergeant Caleb, 64. 

Clothing, supply of, 69, 84, 87, 106, 
107, 112, 114, 115, 118, 123, 166, 
167, 168, 169, 172, 174, 175. 

Clover seed, supply of, 114. 

Cochran, Mr., 95. 

Coffin, William, 47, 48, 49. 

Cole, John, 39. 

Cole, John, Jr., 39. 

Cole, Simon, 101, 106. 

Collins, Hon. John, Deputy Surveyor 
General, instructions from Hal- 
dimand, 8; letters to Haldimand, 
18, 22, 164; mentioned, 7, 8, 10, 
11,.12; 18, 222478151898, 100; 
104, 105, 110, 111, 112, 121, 135, 
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140, 150, 151, 152, 153, 155, 164, 
171. 

Common, reservation of, 9. 

Conine, Leonard, 39. 

Coteau du Lac, 34, 77, 83, 109, 120, 
122, 126, 128, 167. 

Cows supply of, 105, 114, 128, 169. 

Cox, Nicholas, Lieut. Governor of 
Gaspé, 96. 

Crawford, Captain William Redford, 
reports purchase of lands from 
the Mississaugas, 21; signs pe- 
tition against reduction of ra- 
tion, 182; memorials to Sir John 
Johnson, 150, 151. 

Cross Cut Saws, supply of, 128, 129, 
148. 

Crown lands, vi, 5, 23, 34, 35, 45, 46, 
55, 57, 61, 66, 72, 93, 174. 
Cuyler, Colonel Abraham C., Inspec- 
tor of Loyalists, 11, 152, 163. 


Day, Nathaniel, Commissary General, 
letter from Major Mathews, 79; 
letters to Mathews, 167, 169; 
mentioned, 638. 

Dease, John, Indian agent at Niag- 
ara, 144, 

Decouagne, Mr., a commissary, 165. 

De Lancey, General Oliver, 156. 

De Lancey, Stephen, Inspector of 
Loyalists, biographical note, 
156; letter to Haldimand, 172; 
letters to Mathews, 83, 102, 116; 
letter from Haldimand, 156; let 
ters from Mathews, 43, 54, 83, 
112; mentioned, 47, 76, 98, 99, 
108, 109, 114, 122, 159, 163, 165, 
171. 

De Lancey, Mrs. Stephen, 102, 112, 

Delaware Indians, 62. 

De Mule’s (De Mulah) house, 28, 29. 

Dennis, (Denny) Mr. 128, 162. 

De Peyster, Lieut. Colonel Arent 
Schuyler, 24, 103, 111. 

Detroit, v, 24, 35. 

Devoe, (Dafoe), Mr. 116. 

Dies, Quartermaster Matthew, 132. 

Dispatches from England, delay in 
receiving, 97. 

Dorchester, Lord, 5. 

Drawing knives, supply of, 86, 108, 
118, 142. 
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Driving cattle to settlements, pro- 
posals for, 64, 70, 71, 105, 114, 
117, 125, 127. 

Duchene River, military post at, 5, 
44, 83,, 95. 

Dumaine, William, 150. 

Dumaresq, Philip, 37. 

Duncan, John, letter to Sir John 
Johnson, 151; mentioned, 159, 
163. 

Duncan, Captain Richard, 151. 

Dupré, Hypolite St. George, bio 
graphical note, 77; mentioned, 
77, 81, 160, 163. 

Dutchman’s Farm, (Dutchman’s 
Point on Lake Champlain), Loy- 
alist Blockhouse at, 7, 59. 


Eighty-fourth Regiment, (Royal 
Highland Emigrants), vi, 31, 
34, 35, 104, 110, 125, 135. 

Elizabeth Town, N.J., 150. 

Ellice, Mr., 538, 55. 

Engineer’s tools, supply of, 86. 

Erie Lake, 32, 136. 

Estimate of lands required for set- 

Estimate of number of loyalists to 
be settled, 31. 

Euretta, ship, 62. 

Evacuation of upper posts deferred, 
68. 

Everitt, John, 40. 

Kyler, William, 39. 


Fanning, Colonel Edmund, 40. 

Farm lots, dimensions of, 7, 9. 

Felling Axes, supply of, 41, 86. 

Ferguson, Lieut. J., 132. 

Ferguson, Lieut., 65, 70. 

Fifty-third Regiment, 115, 

Fisheries, monopoly of forbidden, 96. 

Fishing by settlers, 141, 145. 

Flour, supply of, 63, 123, 145, 148. 

Fort Edward, 65. 

Fort Frontenac, condition of, 1, 3; 
mentioned, 9, 37. 

Fort George, 114, 117. 

Fort Levy, 141. 

Fort Stanwix, council with Indians 
at, 152, 159. 

Foxtail grass seed, supply of, 114. 

Fraser, Lieut. Thomas, 87, 102. 
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Fraser, Captain William, 85, 87, 102, 
126 


Fraser, Adjutant William, 131. 

Fraser, Lieut. William, 132. 

French, Lieut. Gershom, journal of 
exploration of the Ottawa, Ri- 
deau, and Gananoqui, 14-18; let- 
ters from Mathews, 137, 148, 
145; mentioned, 10, 11, 12, 18, 
14, 21, 22, 46, 67, 82, 83, 85, 90, 
108, 112, 118, 116, 119, 156. 

Frows, (Froes), supply of, 41, 86, 
126, 142. 

Fruit slips, supply of, 107. 

Fund for the purchase of cattle, 80, 


84. 
Fur trade, 23. 


Gale, James, 40. 

Galette, vieille, 129. 

Gallops, rapids, 21, 25, 170. 

Gananoqui River, exploration of, 14, 
17, 18,22, 170, 173; 

Gazette, Quebec, advertisements in, 
56, 57, 88, 89. 

Gentlemen on pensions, grants of 
land to, 30, 99. 

German troops, vi, 129, 134, 135, 
146, 147, 1538. 

Gimblets, supply of, 41. 

Glass, supply of, 41, 148, 166. 

Glen, Lieut. Jacob, 48, 49, 153. 

Gouges wanted, 41. 

Gourdan, Pére, 62. 

Granadier Island, 26. 

Grand Isle, 59. 

Grand River, 32, 58, 62, 81. 

Grand River, (the Ottawa), 5, 10, 
13,.18),.19, 21,184, 

Grand Saut, 88. 

Grants of land to loyalists, propor- 
tions of, 35. 

Grass, Captain Michael, biographical 
note, 40; petitions from 40, 41; 
letter from Mathews, 76; men- 
tioned, 6, 40, 54, 67, 78, 88, 111, 
152. 

Grass seed, supply of, 60, 65, 114. 

Gray, Major James, 5. 

Gresham, Henry, 39. 

Grind stones, supply of, 41, 108, 121, 
142, 
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Grist mill at Cataraqui, 57, 105, 125. 

Gumersall, Captain Thomas, bio- 
graphical note, 150; signs pe- 
titions, 181, 150, 151; mention- 
ed, 136, 156. 


‘Habeas Corpus Act, introduction of, 
24, 

Haldimand, General Frederick, is 
granted conditional leave of ab- 
sence, iii; his discontent, iii, iv; 
receives instructions for the dis- 
bandment and settlement of the 
loyalist regiments, v; his in- 
structions to Major Holland, 1; 
his desire to make the distribu- 
tion of lands equitable and satis- 
factory and to discourage land- 
jobbers, 7; sends a surveying 
and exploring party to Catara- 
qui, 7; his instructions to Hon. 
John Collins, 8; sends a party 
to explore the lands on the Ot- 
tawa and Rideau rivers, 10, 11; 
his approval of Joseph Brant’s 
requests, 32, 33; asks returns of 
number of loyalists who wish to 
settle on land, 42; his instruc- 
tions to Major Ross for begin- 
ning a settlement at Cataraqui, 
68; desires the welfare of the 
Mohawks, 81, 82; approves the 
separate settlement of Protes- 
tant and Roman Catholic High- 
landers, 87; his instructions to 
Sir John Johnson, 97; proposes 
to recommend him for appoint- 
ment as lieutenant-govenor and 
superintendent-general of loyal- 
ists, 97, 100; his instructions to 
Major Holland, 103; further in- 
structions to Sir John Johnson, 
104-5 ; additional instructions to 
Major Ross, 110, 111; disap- 
proves a proposal to alter his 
instructions for the impartial 
distribution of land, 117, 118; 
his determination to secure im- 
partiality, 121; notification of a 
reduction of rations, 123; is 
pleased to learn that his refusal 
to surrender the frontier posts 


LOYALIST SETTLEMENT 


has been approved, 124; author- 
ises an augmentation of rations, 
145, 146; his ill health, iii, 153; 
letter to Sir Guy Carleton, 38; 
letter to Hon. John Collins, 8; 
letter to Stephen De Lancey, 
156; letters to Major Holland, 1, 
108; letters to Sir John John- 
son, 6, 10, 42, 62, 80, 87, 97, 98, 
99, 104, 117, 121, 123, 124, 137, 
153; letter to Colonel MacBean, 
38; letters to Lord North, v, 6, 
22, 35; letter to Hon. George 
Rose, 145 ;letters to Major Ross, 
168,110, 155, 171; letter ‘to 
General St. Leger, 174; letter to 
Lord Shelburne, iii; letter to 
Lord Sydney, 136; letter to Hon. 
Thomas Townshend, iv; men- 
tioned, iii, iv, v, vi, 5, 7, 11, 18, 
22, 31, 32, 34, 36, 53, 58, 59, 60, 
66, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 
80, 81, 82, 88, 84, 86, 89, 90, 91, 
92, 94, 95, 96, 100, 101, 102, 104, 
105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 111, 112, 
MSs tit el15, 11G3117,418, 119, 
191.125,127, 128,129, 130, 131, 
132, 133, 135, 138, 139, 140, 141, 
142, 148, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 
149, 152, 154, 157, 158, 159, 160, 
161, 162, 163, 164, 165, 166, 167, 
168, 172, 1738. 

Halenbeck, Caspar, 39. 

Half pay for loyalist officers, 101, 
123. 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, v, 35, 64, 146. 

Hamilton, Henry, lieutenant-gover- 
nor of Quebec, 9. 

Hammers wanted, 41. 

Hare, Lieut. John, 52, 152. 

Harris, Dr., 61. 

Harris, Major John Adolphus, com- 
manding at Carleton Island, 1, 
2, 3, 110, 124. 

Harrow teeth wanted, 41. 

Hay, Jehu, lieutenant-governor of 
Detroit, 24, 86. 

Hermitage, N.Y., 151. 

Hill, David, Mohawk chief, 58, 63. 

Hobson, a discontented person, 95. 

Hoes, supply of, 41, 68, 108, 119, 126, 
127, 132, 138, 1389, 140, 141, 142, 
157, 164, 167, 168. 


181 


Hogell, Mr., 102. 

Hogen, Lieut. G., 132. 

Holland, Lieut. J. F., assistant en- 
gineer, 3, 149. 

Holland, Major Samuel, Surveyor 
General, letter to Haldimand. 2; 
letter to Mathews, 173; men- 
tioned, 2, 7, 22, 50, 71, 98, 99, 
100, 104, 105, 106, 109, 110, 111, 
HS A116, 107, 118 2122 3125;-130, 
133, 184, 135, 187, 149, 150, 152, 
158, 154, 155, 158, 164, 171. 

Hollow adzes, supply of, 128. 

Horses, 41, 64, 169. 

Hospital at Sorel, 38. 

Houff, Benjamin, 116. 

Howard, Lieut. John, 132. 

Howe, Sir William, 40. 

Hudibras, pen-name assumed by Dr. 
George Smyth, 65, 109. 

Huron Indians, 23. 

Huron Lake, 32, 136. 


Indemnification for losses, 80, 84. 

Indian corn, supply of seed, 55, 67, 
Udy (3,14; 109,044, LOU, 

Indian department, settlement of 
officers, 79, 134. 

Indians, Delaware, 62. 

Indians, Huron, 23. 

Indians, Mississauga, 6, 12, 23, 32, 
62,.123. 136,172. 

Indians, Mohawk, v, 6, 7, 12, 32, 33, 
58, 62, 75, 80, 81, 123, 125, 127, 
128, 184, 136; their losses of 
property, 33. 

Indians, Six Nations, 3, 4, 6, 7, 33, 
81, 100, 144. 

Indians, St. Regis, 52, 58, 59, 74, 81, 
88 


Instructions for the allotment of 
land to loyalists, 34, 35. 

Iron cannon at Fort Levy, 140. 

Iron ore, discovery of, 170. 

Iron work for mill, 111. 

Isle aux Noix, 7, 86, 129. 

Isle des Anglois, 129. 

Isle du Chapeau, 129. 

Isle Perreault, (Perrot), 77, 84. 

Isle Tonti, 28. 

Isaac, Captain, a Mohawk chief, 3, 
58. 
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Jackson, Corporal, 72, 77. 
Jaffrey, (Jeffery), Commissary, 85, 


160. 


Jessup, Major Edward, biographical 


note, 5; letters to Mathews, 5, 
44, 71, 80, 89, 91, 162; memor- 
andum on state of the settle 
ment at New Oswegatchie, 169; 
requests maps for exploration 
of ungranted lands, 5; reports 
the wish of many of the Loyal 
Rangers to settle on the St. 
Lawrence near Oswegatchie, 44; 
states that they will settle in 
two places, at Cataraqui and 
near Oswegatchie, 71; reports 
dissatisfaction of loyalists at 
becoming tenants and_ that 
many wish to settle at Mississ- 
quoi Bay or Lake Memphrama- 
gog, 80; has informed them that 
lands will not be granted at 
Mississquoi, 89; thanks Haldi- 
mand for the grant of lots at 
bay of Chaleurs and applies for 
the privilege of the fishery for 
salmon, 91; his illness has dis- 
abled him from making a report 
on the settlement at New Oswe- 
gatchie, which has made more 
progress than he had expected, 
162; mentioned, 7, 8, 10, 48, 67, 
76, 84, 96, 98, 99, 105, 109, 121, 
130, 184, 140, 141, 148, 152, 154, 
170. 


Jessup, Mrs. Edward, her illness, 92. 
Jessup, Lieut. Edward, seeks em- 


ployment as an assistant sur- 
veyor or commissary, 92. 


John, (Johan), Captain, chief of the 


Lower Mohawks, 2, 32, 58, 75, 
80, 86, 125, 127, 128. 


Johns, Lieut. Solomon, makes ex- 


ploration at the Bay of Quinté, 
12, 18, 25, 27, 28; report by, 29. 


Johnson, Sir John, Superintendent 


General and Inspector General 
of Indian affairs, letters to Hal- 
dimand, 4, 5, 12, 44, 58, 75, 79, 
107, 113, 114, 118, 183, 152, 154, 
158; letters to Mathews, 45, 47, 


49, 52, 58, 69, 75, 88, 101, 120, 
185, 136, 140, 145, 159, 162, 163, 
166; reports the uneasiness of 
the Mississaugas at the coming 
of the Six Nations, and desires 
that the officers and men of his 
regiment may have the first 
choice of lands, 4; will be 
pleased to send out exploring 
parties, 5; can engage surveyors 
at Montreal, 44; reports efforts 
of evil-designing persons to dis- 
suade loyalists from settling on 
crown lands, 45; has taken pains, 
to counteract these attempts, 
47; has men in readiness to 
assist surveyors, 49; has sent 
out a party, 52; the departure 
of the surveyors has been de- 
layed, but he intends to go him- 
self to their rendezvous, 53; re- 
ports a claim of the Indians at 
St. Regis to part of the land 
selected for settlement, 58; his 
arrangements for the survey of 
several townships and a town 
plot, 59; recommends Captain 
John’s applications for land and 
a schoolmaster, 75; states that 
Officers of the Indian depart- 
ment wish to settle with his 
regiment, 79; asks that town- 
ships named by him be allotted 
to his regiment, 101; consents 
to undertake the superinten- 
dence of the settlement, 107; 
asks leave of absence as urgent 
private affairs will oblige him to 
sail for England at the earliest 
opportunity, 108; enquires as to 
the status of the appointment 
as lieutenant-governor offered 
him, 113; states that many of 
his officers would rather relin- 
quish the grants of land offered 
them than ballot for every lot 
and proposes an _ alternative 
plan, 115; states the advantages 
of his proposed alternative but 
will proceed to the place of set- 
tlement and endeavour to exe- 
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cute his orders, 119; asks that 
provisions be forwarded to the 
new town or Coteau du Lac, 
120; submits a tabulated report 
of settlers established, 133-4; 
has altered the mode of distri- 
bution of lands, 1384; has allot- 
ted land for two officers of the 
84th Regiment, 135; transmits 
a memorial objecting to a re 
duction of rations, which he 
supports, 186; is pleased to 
learn that the issue of full ra- 
tions has been authorised, and 
estimates the quantity of seed 
wheat needed, 140; flour is the 
article most wanted, 141; will 
write to the Mohawk River for 
seed wheat, 145; has examined 
the site for a mill on Raisin 
River where he intends to build, 
152; regrets to learn that many 
people at Cataraqui are still un- 
settled and will endeavour to 
provide land for them, 154; the 
demand from New Oswegatchie 
for more tools is unreasonable, 
154; makes recommendations 
for the adjustment of disputes 
at the Bay of Quinté, 158; 
thinks seed wheat can be ob- 
tained at a lower cost from the 
Mohawk River than from Ver- 
mont, 159; advises the purchase 
of summer wheat at the Cedars, 
162; makes efforts to obtain 
seed wheat in the district of 


Montreal, 163; reports number | 


of loyalists, who wish to settle 
in the island of Cape Breton, 
166; mentioned, iv, 6, 7, 10, 12, 
Zl 30, oe. oo, 00, 42, 40, 48, 51, 


55, 60, 61, 62, 71, 74, 77, 80, 87, | 
92, 96, 103, 104, 106, 107, 110, | 


111, 115, 116, 117, 120, 121, 122, 


123, 124, 125, 127, 129, 131, 132, | 


133, 136, 137, 138, 139, 140, 142, 
145, 149, 153, 155, 156, 157, 160, 
162, 164, 165, 167, 175. 

Johnson, John, 39. 

Johnson, Joseph, 167. 

Johnson, Sir William, 116. 
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Johnstown, 79, 120, 128, 129, 147. 

Jones, Lieut. David, report of ex- 
ploration by, 18; biographical 
note, 19. 

Jones, Ephraim, 173. 

Jones, Captain John, 19, 60, 90, 96. 

Jones, Captain Jonathan, 19, 90, 96. 

Jones, Dr. Solomon, 19. 


Kaskabajack River at Bay of Cha- 
leurs, 91, 96. 

Kating, Robert, tavern keeper in 
Quebec, 72. 

Kelley, John, a land-jobber, 152. 

Kinderhook, N.Y., 73. 
King’s lands, vi, 5, 28, 34, 35, 45, 46, 
55, 57, 61, 66, 72, 93, 174. 
King’s Rangers, 25, 34, 36, 54, 70, 
184, 150, 151, 153. 

Kotté, (Cotte), Lieut. Lewis, deputy 
surveyor, 3, 9, 22, 50, 51, 58, 59, 
109, 138; 135. 


La Chine, 2, 34, 56, 57, 60, 77, 87, 
102, 116, 121, 129, 135. 

La Colle River, vi. 

La Corne, M. St. Luc, 95. 

Lady Johnson, ship, 124, 136. 

La Force, Captain Hypolite Pepin, 
peso ar note, 3; mentioned, 

> o, 7. 

Lake Champlain, 34, 55, 66, 67, 70, 
71, 180, 189, 142, 148, 159, 160, 
167. 

Lake Erie, 32, 136. 

Lake Huron, 32, 136. 

Lake Memphramagog, 80, 95. 

Lake Ontario, 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 11, 18, 24, 
2D, a0 921, 20,.05,.42,02, Loo, 
144, 151. 

Lake of the Two Mountains, 5, 134, 
127: 

Lake St. Francis, 2, 13, 20, 25, 88, 
TS4. 

Lampman, Frederick, 39. 

Lampman, Peter, 39. 

Lanaudiére, M. Charles de, v, vi, 94. 

Lanaudiére, seigniory of, v. 


' Lancaster Township, 69, 101. 


Land Jobbers, 9. 


| Lands explored, quality of, 13, 14, 


15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 25, 
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26, 27, 28, 29, 30; quantity re 
quired for settlers, 30, 31. 

Lansdowne Township, 170. 

La Tranche River, 32. 

Lauzon, seignory of, vi. 

Leases to be given for town lots at 
Cataraqui, 8, 9. 

Leather wanted, 41. 

Legislative Council, meeting of, 24. 

Lettinoe, (Gatineau), River, 19. 

Le Versere, M., 61. 

Lewis, Barent, 39. 

Licenses, issue of, 173. 

Little Nation River, 16, 19. 

Log houses or huts, 9, 95, 130, 166. 

Long Falls, 17. 

Long Isle, 26, 27, 28; survey of, 51. 

Long Saut, 14, 20, 25, 28, 50, 58, 88, 
100, 133. 

Longue Pointe, 129. 

Longueuil, seigniory of, 2, 5, 19, 30, 
44, 59. 

Losses, Captain Sherwood’s state- 
ment of, 130. 

Lotbiniére, seigniory of, 5, 79, Sl. 


Lots, drawing of, 67, 68, 80, 99, 108, | 
104, 115, 117, 118, 119, 121, 122. | 
Loyalists, memorials from, 39, 40, | 
41, 131, 149; mentioned, iv, 5, | 
4,8) 115 32, 14, 2ono0palvou | 
38, 42, 43, 45, 46, 47, 49, 50, 51, | 
52, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 68, | 
64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 72, 74, 75, | 
76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 88, 84, | 
85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, | 
95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 102, 108, | 
104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 110, 111, | 
112-313, 114, 115 16 aS 
120, 128, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, | 
131,182,138, 187, 1397140, 141, 
145, 146, 148, 149, 156, 157, 168, | 


165, 166, 172, 174, 175. 


Loyal Rangers, 5, 10, 11, 12, 19, 25, 
30, 31, 34, 36, 44, 64, 66, 72, 80, | 


168, 170. 


Mabane, Dr. Adam, 60, 61, 65. 
MacBean, Colonel, 11, 38. 
Machiche, 34, 52, 88, 95. 
Maclean, Brig. General Allan, 24. 
Madam Parrass, 19. 
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Magistrates, appointment of, 139, 
Man, Colonel Isaac, biographical 
note, 90; mentioned, 90, 96. 
Man, Isaac, Jr., 87, 88, 90, 94, 96, 99. 

Man, William, 90, 96. 

Manchester, Vt., 156. 

Maps, imperfection of, 11. 

Marine department, 175. 

Marrowfat peas, supply of, 105. 

Martin, John, 9 

Masons, employment of, 69. 

Masquinonge River, vi. 

Massachusetts, 60, 64, 173. 

Mathews, Captain and Major Robert, 
military secretary to General 
Haldimand, letters to Captain 
John Barnes, 106, 119; letter to 
Ensign Bottum, 149; letter to 
Nathaniel Day, 79; letters to 
Stephen De Lancey, 43, 67, 83, 
92, 112; letters to Lieut. Ger- 
shom French, 137, 1438, 145; let- 
ter to Captain Michael Grass, 
76; letter to Major J. A. Harris, 
2; letter to Major Samuel Hol- 
land, 147; letters to Major Ed- 
ward Jessup, 8, 48, 76, 84, 96; 
letters to Sir John Johnson, 45, 
48, 50, 51, 92, 106, 133, 138, 143, 
156, 160, 162, 168; letter to 
Lieut. McAllan, 71; letters to 
Captain Jacob Maurer, 74, 81, 
100, 106, 111, 118, 129; letter to 
Major James Rogers, 70; letters 
to Major John Ross, 50, 69, 127, 
139, 157; letters to Captain Jus- 
tus Sherwood, 55, 57, 70, 82, 
117, 137, 148; letter to Reverend 
John Stuart, 173; mentioned, vi, 
5, 18, 24, 44, 45, 46, 47; 49, 50, 
52, 58, 57, 61, 64, 66, 69, 71, 75, 
77, 78, 80, 82, 88, 85, 86, 87, 88, 
89, 90, 91, 94, 101, 109, 110, 1138, 
114, 115, 116; 120, 130; 132,135; 
186, 140, 141, 145, 153, 154, 159, 
160, 161, 162, 163, 166, 167, 169, 
170, 171, 173. 

- Maurer, Captain Jacob, Inspector of 
bateaus, biographical note, 73; 
letters to Mathews, 73, 77, 86, 
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102, 108, 113, 115, 121, 124, 126, | 


128, 141; mentioned, 10, 73, 74, 
82, 85, 92, 97, 98, 101, 102, 103, 
104, 109, 112, 117, 130, 188, 139, 
165, 169. 

Maybe, Abraham, 40. 

McAllan, Lieut., 70, 71, 82. 

McArthur, General, 37. 

McDonell, Allan, survey by, 31, 32. 

McDonell, Lieut, Archibald, letter to 
Sir John Johnson, 167; mention- 
ed, 133, 1385. 

McDonell, Captain James, 155, 171. 

McGinn, Lieut. George, 52, 53. 

McGuin, Daniel, 40, 76, 78. 

McKay, Lieut. William, 131, 151, 152, 
154, 

McKee, Alexander, 134. 

McLean, Lieut. Hector, 133. 

McLean, Commissary Neil, 139, 140. 

MeNiff, Patrick, deputy surveyor, 47, 
49, 52, 538, 55, 59. 

McPherson, Mr., superintendent of 
canals, 126. 

Measles, vi, 38, 84. 

Mechanics, immigration of, 67, 76. 

Meetings held with Six Nations and 
Mississaugas, 4. 

Memphramagog Lake, 80, 95. 

Merkle, (Markle?), Henry, 53, 55. 

Meyers, Captain John Walter, 54, 60, 
61, 69. 

Milch cows, supply of, 56. 

Militia, captains of, 9, 163. 

Mill Creek, 61. 

Mill, construction of at River Raisin, 
152. 

Mille Roches, 20, 25, 59. 

Mills, Peter, 95. 

Mills, sites for building, 15, 16, 20, 
26, 29,61, 110, 152. 

Mills, prohibition of erecting, 45, 46. 

Mississauga Indians, 6, 12, 23, 32, 
62.4125, lao, Pie. 

Mississquoi Bay vi, 54, 58, 59, 60, 
61, 64, 80, 85, 95. 

Mittabikitaga Creek, 26. 

Mohawk Indians grant of lands to, 
82; losses of property by, 33; 
mentioned, v, 6, 7, 12, 32, 33, 
bs; Gash (bd, 123, 126,127; 
135, 136. 


128, | 
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Mohawk River, 60, 65, 105, 142, 143, 
144, 145, 148, 149, 152, 157, 159, 
161. 

Monier, Lieut. John, 133. 

Montreal City, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 
13, 25, 34, 48, 58, 55, 61, 66, 69, 
82, 85, 88, 91, 92, 95, 97, 98, 100, 
101, 102, 108, 104, 110, 111, 129, 
186, 152, 153, 160, 165, 169, 174. 

Montreal District, v, 116, 169. 

Morris, John, 105. 

Morris Town, N.J., 150. 

Moseley, Dr., 61, 87, 88, 90, 94, 95, 
98, 99, 102. 

Muchmore, Mr., a millwright, 152. 

Muddy Bay, 26. 

Munro, Captain John, 49. 

Murray, Lieut. Duncan, 133, 135. 


Nails wanted, 41, 143, 166. 

Nation, Riviére de la Petite, 16, 19. 

Naval Department, reduction of, 149. 

Negroes, 39, 102, 112, 114. 

Newboro, N.Y., 40. 

New Englanders, vi. 

Newspapers, 64. 

New Town, (New Johnstown), 49, 
79, 128, 129, 147. 

New Town, (New Oswegatchie), 130, 
141, 166, 172, 173. 

New York City, vi, 6, 31, 37, 38, 40, 
64. 

New York State, vi, 42. 

Niagara, iv, 1, 2, 3, 7, 24, 31, 35, 68, 
69, (3, 74,5111, 127, 144,557, 
167. 

Niagara River, 31. 

Norfolk Turnip, supply of seed, 105. 

North, Lord, v, 6, 7, 23, 35, 61. 

Northrop, Sergeant, 90, 96. 

Nova Scotia, vi, 23, 37, 46, 49; re- 
moval of provisions to, 64, 138, 
144, 


Oak Point, 28. 

Oats wanted, 41. 

Onagara River, 21. 

Onion River, Vt., 60. 

Onion seed, supply of, 55, 105. 

Ontario Lake, v, 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 11, 18, 
24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 82, 42, 136, 
144, 161. 
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Orange carrot seed, supply of, 105. 

Ordnance store, 169. 

Oswegatchie, 18, 25, 26, 44, 72, 76, 
92, 109, 110, 114, 117, 180, 140, 


141, 154, 162, 166, 168, 170, 172, 


173. 
Oswego, 1, 3, 35, 60, 65, 68, 105, 125, 
127, 145, 147, 148, 151, 157, 171. 
Oswego, (Grand), River, 32. 
Ottawa, (Grand), River, exploration 
of, v, 5, 6, 10,11, -12; 14,.15,°17, 
18,19; 
Oxen 60, 180, 169. 


Parsley seed, supply of, 105. 

Peachey, Lieut., 3. 

Pease, supply of, 145, 148, 162. 

Pease, marrowfat, supply of seed, 
105. 

Peninsula of the Bay of Quinté, 167, 
168, 169. 

Pensioners, 30, 99, 106, 116. 

Pére Gourdan, 62. 

Pest, (Best), Mr., 159, 161. 

Peters, Lieut. Colonel John, his in- 
trigues, 72, 77,87, 90, 94, 95, 
96, 99. 

Peters, Lieut. John, 90, 96, 102, 161. 

Petite Nation River, 16, 19. 

Pidgeon season, 104, 110. 

Pike River, 61. 

Pilots, employment of French Cana- 
dian, 107, 121, 180. 

Pineries, 2, 17, 19, 20, 21, 25. 

Planks, supply of, 105. 

Plough shares and coulters wanted, 
At; 

Pointe au Baril, 19, 21, 129. 

Pointe au Baudet, 19, 56, 59, 101, 
129. 

Pointe au Fer, 34. 

Pointe Claire, 77. 

Pointe de Paulette, 129. 

Point Frederick, 9. 

Point Henry, 9, 11, 22, 50. 

Point Maligne, 58, 74. 

Pointe Mouillé, 20, 174. 

Pork, supply of, 63, 123, 181, 148. 

Potatoes, supply of seed, 41, 55, 68, 
69, 73, 74, 75, 107, 108, 166. 

Prison Island at Coteau du Lac, 77. 
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Pritchard, Captain Azariah, 54, 60, 
85, 87, 94, 109; deposition by, 


95. 
Protestant Highlanders, 
settlement of, 83, 87. 
Provisions, supply of, 41, 52, 63, 64, 
68, 84, 91, 98, 112; 118, 123, 138 
132. 


separate 


Quebec Act, 24. 

Quebec City, 46, 57, 63, 64, 72, 87, 
89, 93, 171. 

Quebec Province, ill; 1V.04,' 407049 
54, 56, 58, 65, 66, 78, 76, 78, 97, 
98, 99, 128, 187, 144, 145, 148, 
157, 158. 

Quinchin, (Quinze Chiens), 77. 

Quinté, Bay of, vi, 12, 18, 14, 21, 26, 
27, 28; 29,30; 58) 80, Si, tou 
134, 140, 160, 164, 168, 170, 171, 
172. 

Quit rents, 35, 37. 


Radish seed, supply of, 105. 

Raisin River, 20, 59, 88, 162. 

Rapid Plat, 21, 129. 

Rations, reduction of, 68, 123, 131, 
138, 139, 144, 145, 175. 

Reitzenstein, Baron de, 104, 121, 
131; letters to Haldimand, 129, 
146, 153. 

Rideau River, exploration of, v, 5, 
10, 14) 10,016, 417 ee 

Robertson, Mr., 61, 166. 

Rock River, 61. 

Rodney, Admiral Sir George, iii. 

Roger, Major James, 54, 60, 70, 130, 
131, 185, 158, 155, 158, 164; let- 
ter to Mathews, 66; petition 
from, 149; letter to Sir John 
Johnson, 151. 

Roman Catholic Highlanders, separ- 
ate settlement of, 83, 87. 

Rose, Hon. George, secretary to the 
Treasury Board, letter to Haldi- 
mand, 63; letter from Haldi- 
mand to, 145. 

Ross, Captain, a loyalist refugee, 61, 
88, 120 

Ross, Major John, commandant at 
Cataraqui, 1, 2, 7, 10, 18, 22, 24, 
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50, 68, 69, 99, 104, 110, 127, 153, 

157, 159, 168, 171: letters to 

Haldimand, 125, 164, 171; letter 

to Mathews, 50, 160, 171. 
Royalists, 6, 23. 

Royal Highland Emigrants, (Eighty- 
fourth Regiment), 34, 35, 78. 
Royal Regiment of New York, CAG 

30 31, 34, 35, 36, 42, 44, 48, 49, 
68, 76, 83, 101 106, 109, 110, 
115; 117, 119; 154, 156, 171. 
Rudyerd, Henry, 127. 
Ruttan, Peter, 40. 
Ruyter, Captain Henry, 60, 61. 
Ruyter, Lieut. John, 54, 60. 


St. Francis Lake, 2, 13, 20, 25, 88, 
134. 

St. George Dupré, M., 77, 81, 160, 
163. 

Saint John River, vi. 

St. John’s Fort, 34, 53, 56, 92, 98, 
128; 433, 

St. Regis Indians, 52, 58, 59, 74, 81, 
88. 

St. Lawrence River, vi, 5; explora- 
tion of north shore, 2, 3, 5, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 25, 26; opening of 
navigation, 78, 82. 

Sand bags supplied for conveyance 
of wheat, 56. 

saratoga, N.Y., 90, 114. 

Saw mill at Cataraqui, 105, 125, 126, 
158, 160, 161. 

Schenectady, N.Y., 48, 159. 
Schoolmaster wanted by Six Na- 
tions, 75, 81; by settlers, 41. 

Scythes wanted, 41. 

Schuyler, General Philip, 60. 

Seed wheat wanted, 41; supply of, 
55, /56, 59;,60,.65, 68, 132. 187, 
138, 1389, 140, 148, 144, 145, 151, 
152, 156, 157, 158, 159, 160, 161, 
162, 163, 164, 167, 168, 169, 170, 
ie 

Seeds of vegetables supplied, list of, 
105. 

Seigneurs leasing farms to loyalists, 
52, 57, 58, 60, 61, 85, 93. 

Seigneuries, formation of, 34, 35. 

Settlers established, number of, 34, 
169, 174. 
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Shaftesbury, Vt., 156. 
Shelburne, Earl of, iii, iv. 
Sherwood, Captain Justus, bio- 


graphical note, 7; journal of ex- 
plorations, 25-28; letters to 
Mathews, 12, 13, 24, 59, 64, 66, 
85, 94, 109, 130, 141, 143, 166; 
report on state of settlement at 
New Oswegatchie, 141-143; 
mentioned, 7, 8, 9, 13, 14, 4A, 
*52, 65, 70, 71, 76, 84, 91, 98, 
ras 116, 117, 132, 137, 138, 139, 
140, 148, 149, 160, 162, 173. 

Sherwood, Mrs. Justus, her ill 
health, 56. 

Sherwood, Ensign Thomas, 61, 117. 

Shingles wanted, 41. 

Shultz, a settler, 172. 

Sickles wanted, 41. 

Simmons, Lieut. Henry, 135. 

Six N ations Bay, 26. 

Six Nations Indians, 8, 4, 6, 7, 33, 
81, 100, 144. 

Skenesborough, Ney, 66, 101-2106, 
156. 

Slaves, negro, 39, 102, 112, 114. 

Small pox, vi, 38. 

Smith, Mr., 87, 88, 96. 

Smith, Patrick, 99, 102. 

Smith’s tools wanted, 41, 128, 129, 
155, 168. 

Smyth, Dr. George, biographical 
note, 65; letter to Mathews, 94; 
mentioned, 61, 65, 109. 

Snider, William, 173. 

Sorel, 9, 11, 34, 39, 40, 45, 56, 83, 
84, 86, 92, 95, 98, 100, 103, 115, 
174. 

Soulange, seigneurie of, 2. 

Staten Island, N.Y., 150. 

Stillwater, N.Y., 90. 

Stoney Creek, 26, 27, 28. 

Strong, Folkert, 39. 

Stuart, Reverend JOUN Loc. 173. 

Summer wheat seed ‘wanted, 162, 
167, 170. 

Sumner, Mr., 64, 71. 

Sunderland, Vt., 156. 

Surveyor General, v, 1, 2, 8, 48, 55, 
84, 91, 98, 100 111. 

Surveys, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11,-12, 22, 44, 
47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 53, 58, 59, 63, 
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69, 74, 79, 103, 109, 110, 130, 


146, 147, 148, 150, 166. 
Surveyors, see Collins, 

Kotté, Allan McDonell, McNiff, 

Sherwood, Sutherland. 


Sutherland, Lieut. Walter, letter to 


Mathews, 109; mentioned, 30, 
47, 48, 49, 50, 69, 75, 110, 118. 

Sutlers, 108. 

Sweet, Sergeant, 64. 

Sydney, Lord, (Thomas Townshend), 
lii, iv, 123, 124, 136. 


Temiscouata Lake, v. 

Tents, supply of, 119. 

Terrebonne, 5. 

Three Rivers, 34. 

Thirty-fourth Regiment, 68, 110, 
Ap Be P59 

Thompson, Lieut. Timothy, 121 

Thomson, (Thompson), Lieut., 37, 
38. 


Ticonderoga, N.Y., 90. 

Timber, variety of, 1, 14) 6, 16,27, 
13;19,.20,21, 25, 26> OF; 
Tinling, Lieut., 1, 3, 108, 108, 111. 

Toniata River, 21. 

Tools wanted, 41, 69, 81, 93, 98, 100, 
107, 108, 112, 120, 121, 126, 127, 
138, 139, 140, 141, 142; 143, 144, 
149, 154, 168, 174. 

Town lots at Cataraqui, 9. 


Town plot at New J ohnstown, survey. 


of, 59, 79, 88; at New Oswe 
gatchie, 130. 

Townshend, Thomas, (Lord Sydney), 
iii, iv, 128, 124, 156. 

Townships, method of laying out, 9, 
22, 34, 35, 51. 

Trade with the United: States pro- 
hibited, 55. 

Traders in the interior, 124. 

Transport of loyalists, 75, 82, 85, 87, 
88, 89, 90, 92, 93, 97, 100, 102, 
103, 109, 113, 115, 121, 122, 124, 
126, 128, 129. 

Traverse River, 74, 79. 

Treasury, Commissioners of, reduce 
ration, 63. 

Treaty of peace, 68, 124. 

Trumpore, John, 101, 106. 

Tryon County, N.Y., 40, 88, 


LOYALIST SETTLEMENT 


Holland, 


Turnip seed, supply of, 56, 125, 188 
140, 147. 


Tuttle, Mr., 118. 

Twenty-ninth Regiment, 115, 159, 
Twiss, Captain William, 6, 125, 126. 
Two Mountains, Lake of, 5, 134, 137, | 


Upper Posts, 68, TiS ie, 
Ulster County, N Bp daar. 2 


Van Alstyne, Major Peter, letter to | 
Mathews, 100; petition from, 
170; mentioned, 6, 46, 67, 72, 
73, 76, 78, 83, 88, 111, 121,132, 
et 150, 153, 154, 155, 156, 158, 


Van Alstyne, Mrs. Peter, 100, 106. 

Vandusen, Coen, 39. 

Van Norman, Derrick, 39. 

Vaudreuil, 77. 

Vegetable growing, 77. 

Vermont, 7, 10, 59, 60, 137, 189, 143, 
144, 145, 148, 149, 156, 157, 158, 
159, 160, 161, 162. 


Vieille Galette, 129. 


Ward, Sergeant, 95. 

Water carriage, resources of, 117, 

Watson, Brook, Commissary Genera] 
at New York, 37. 

Weather conditions, 22, 50, 78, 82, 
136, 146, 154, 160. 

Wedges wanted, 41. 

Wehr, Lieut., 54, 60, 85, 95. , 

Wharf at Cataraqui, 125. 

Wheat, supply of seed, 41, 55, 56, 59, | 
60, 65, 68, 132, 187 188, 139, } 
140, 148, 144, 145, 148, 149, 151, 
152, 156, 157, 158, 159, 160, 161, 
162, 163, 168, 169, L710; fae 
price of, 55, 60, 65, 130, 142, 
151, 156, 157, 158, 159, 160, 161, 
167. 


Whip saws wanted, 128, 129. 

White, Alexander, 88, 91. \ 
Wilson, Mr., 158. \ 
Williamstown, 20, 152. 


Wood, Captain, 112. 


Wright, Mr., 12. 


Yamaska River, blockhouses at, 85, 


, 
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